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By June 6, there’d been
over 250 mass shootings in the U.S this year.
In south Texas, we continue to lament the 19
children and 2 teachers
massacred at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde. Uvalde is a
quiet, ordinary town. Who’d have
guessed such carnage would erupt
there? No one. No one ever guesses
such violence will come to their neighborhood, their family, until it is too late.
The day after the shootings,
coach Steve Kerr refused to talk about
an upcoming basketball game. Instead, he pounded the interview table,
and shouted to lawmakers, “Do something!”
We must “do something.” This
will never stop on its
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consider steps that include mental
health care and sensible gun reforms
in order to live together peaceably?
Couldn’t we all give a little for the sake
of our neighbor?
These days I pray our nation
and its people will be released from
the evil spirits that hold us captive.
There are so many: the belief that
weapons make us safe; the belief that
people who look, think, or speak differently are our enemies; the belief in
white supremacy; the belief that there
isn’t enough so we must stockpile; the
belief that the earth and its resources
belong to us.
I pray the Holy Spirit will fight
against these demonic spirits that
dominate our communal life and make
us feel helpless when people are
killed at grocery stores and schools
and churches. We are not helpless. I
pray the Holy Spirit release our elected officials from spirits that won’t let
them cooperate and “do something” to
protect us. I pray the Spirit demolish
our culture’s walls -- often unseen by
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Kris Cross Continued…..
light-skinned, heterosexual, English-speakerslike me -- which block people who are notlike-me from living full and unencumbered lives. I pray the Spirit breaks the power of any
corporations or organizations that make money and gain power while innocent people die
in mass shootings.
When I heard that a suspect in custody had planned to assassinate a few specific
government officials, a part of me thought, “Well, shooting those folks wouldn’t be so
bad,” before the better part of me could be ashamed. May the Holy Spirit release me
from demons that suggest any good can come from killing. That is never the way of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, who alone saves us.

Pastor Kris Franke Hill, stm.

Support Ministries Summer Focus
We will be collecting school supplies for CAM from July 10-31. You
may place them in the CAM box in the
Narthex starting Sunday July 10, 2021.
Since many families are struggling at
this time, school supplies will probably
be a greater need this year than normal. Thank you for supporting our
CAM families.
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Thoughts on Stewardship

Quilters
Tuesdays at 9:00 AM
Pastor’s Bible Study
Resumes in August

Getting Along In Years
Wednesday, Date TBD
1:00 PM
Book Discussion Group
Resumes in August
Men’s Early Breakfast
Tuesday, July 19
9:00 AM
Magnolia Pancake
House @ Embassy
Rachel Circle (WELCA)
Monday, July 25
6:30 PM
Potluck

Thank you, Shepherd King, for your giving to the
Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly’s Offering. You sent
$500, over and above the congregation’s regular benevolence to the synod.
The Assembly Offering this year went to help fund a
number of the synod’s outstanding ministries. For example,
Platicas de Santa Sophia of San Antonio was founded by the
late Reverend Enedina Vasquez, and is now led by Pastor
Anna Gordy, and Enedina’s daughter in law, Jackie Galvan.
This group reaches people, women especially, who in the
past have been rejected by the church, but who long to know
they are loved by God. They gather twice a month for fellowship, art projects, scripture reading, some conversation about
faith, and Holy Communion.
In a similar way, Technicolor Ministries, led by Pastor
Katy Miles-Wallace, seeks to gather and support people in the
LGBTQ+ community who have been made to feel unwanted
and unloved by the church. Pastor Katy works in the synod
office and is available to meet with congregations who have
questions about the ELCA’s involvement with the LGBTQ+
community, or would like more information about how to support and further this effort.
Eagle Pass Frontera Ministries has worked for years
with people on the border, often poor people in need of food,
shelter, clothing, and someone to care. Lutheran Apostolic
Network of South Texas is just getting underway to work specifically with the Latine/Hispanic community in our synod.
These various programs accompany migrants, feed hungry
people, and offer spiritual nourishment to those who need the
love of Jesus.
Your congregational giving to the Synod Assembly Offering is stewardship at its best - a financial contribution, yes,
but through that, a spreading of the good news of Jesus
through word and deed. Thank you, Shepherd King!

Pastor’s Vacation
Pastor Kris will be away
from July 5—July 17. Pastor
Tom Robison will be preaching
Sundays July 10 & 17.
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Christian Education/Faith Formation
The Rachel
Circle, part of
WELCA, meets on
the fourth Mondays of
the month at 6:30 pm
for fellowship,
snacks, and Bible
Study. Shirley Hormuth leads the Bible Study from the
Lutheran Women’s magazine, Gather.
All women of the congregation (and
Book Discussion/Adult Class
their friends or neighbors) are welwill meet on Thursday evening, June
come.
30 to continue discussing Short Stories
by Jesus, by Amy-Jill Levine. For this
gathering, please read chapters 6
(The Pharisee and the Tax Collector)
Midweek and 7 (The Laborers in the Vineyard).
Bible Study The We will gather in person and via
midweek Bible
Zoom.
Study participants, who meet
on Tuesdays from 10:30 am to 11:30,
has discovered that Jeremiah is a really long book. We are a little more
than half-way through, and have been
relieved to find some good news in
chapters 30-31. We are taking a break
in July as Pastor Kris will be on vacation, but look forward to picking back
up in August. Come join us on Tuesday mornings in August, 10:30 to
11:30. We meet both in person and
via Zoom.

Confirmation
Class is on break until
September.

Children/Youth – The children/
youth are not currently active. This
group is waiting for someone to step
forward and get things going.
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How to Contribute and Participate:
Contributions and offerings can be made
payable to Shepherd King Lutheran Church and
mailed to 303 West Ramsey Road, San Antonio,
Texas, 78216 and through our website
www.sklcsa.org under the “donate” tab. We welcome everyone to participate in Sunday worship
(Sundays, 10:00 am central time), Mid-Week Bible
Study, Getting Along in Years - conversations about
aging well, and Shepherd King Book Discussions. If
you are interested in any of this, if you have a prayer request, or if wish to talk to the pastor, please
contact Shepherd King at 210-344-5881. Thank
you.

FINANCIAL HEALTH OF THE CHURCH

FINANCIAL HEALTH AS OF MAY 2022
Contributions Income:
(Budget Required for May): $21,774.35
Miscellaneous Income:
RC Academy (Bldg. Usage):
Mission Endowment Fund:

$21,676.00

Total Income to Operations:
Total Expenses:

$21,676.00
$10,645.58

Total Income less Operating Expenses:
INCOME(SHORTAGE)

$11,030.42

March/April Memorials
In Memory of Bruce Chapman
Given by Rita Chapman
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Mission Endowment Fund
Lillie Mae Dienger
Gary & Annelle Clements
Ray & Paula Stone
Lavelle Brown

Council meets on Tuesday, July 19 at 7 pm in the
Fellowship Hall.
From

Like us on
Facebook!
Services streamed
live at 10 AM
Sundays!

Music Director Search
Shepherd King’s Music Director
Search Committee has been formed.
Members are: Shirley Hormuth, Carl
Hansen, Lavelle Brown, Denice Hoggatt,
Laura Wang, and Pastor Kris.
The committee has made a few
slight revisions to the Music Director’s job
description to meet the outlook of the
congregation at this time. Shepherd King
remains committed to using a balance of
traditional and contemporary music and
hymns/songs.

Online Friends
We welcome our online friends, and
would love to hear from you. You can
email Pastor Kris Hill at
krishill22@hotmail.com.
We have several new
camera operators working on
Sunday mornings in addition to
our faithful, long term camera
persons. The camera crew consists of Denice Hoggatt (who’s
been leading the team since the
beginning; thank you, Denice),
Cliff Hughes, Judy Elliott, and
Paula Stone. They do a great job.
Please thank them for making it
possible for us to worship on the
ground and online each Sunday.

Individual Email Accounts for Church Staff:

Shepherd King Lutheran Church Office: info@sklcsa.org
Kris Franke Hill, STM, Pastor: pastor@sklcsa.org
Courtney Classen, Church Secretary: courtney@sklcsa.org
Paula Kummer, Director of Music: paula@sklcsa.org
Jana Dudding, Bookkeeper: bookkeeping@sklcsa.org
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The Ladies Corner
Half of 2022 has come and gone. We continue to
wonder what each day will bring us. We are grieving
about the awful event in Uvalde, wondering how that
will play out for our Texas and our country. We see
signs of progress as people try to come to terms with
what this means. Can we truly eliminate abortion
and yet fight to keep our guns? We are torn with so
many things to think about and it is difficult to come up with answers. And so
we turn to God and pray for His will to be done.
We are still reflecting on our summer Bible Study dealing with rest and renewal. In June we heard stories about sewing and quilting. I have not received the July Gather but this month the articles are compelling.
We look forward to seeing you in church, at Bible Study, at the Men’s breakfast, at the Don Irvin concert – wherever we can gather and celebrate the love
we share. God Bless you.
Shirley Hormuth
WELCA coordinator

July 1
Jeanette Pegues
July 2
Patricia Martin
July 4
Alison Surma Estep
Hope Whitaker
July 14
Kashton Boag
Dorothy Smith
July 15
Shirley Hormuth
July 17
Emerson Boag
July 21
Marco Rendon
July 23
Annelle Clements
July 31
Jacquelyn Woltersdorf
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY REPORTS
Dear Shepherd King Lutheran Church,
Thank you for the opportunity to attend this
year’s Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly in New
Braunfels, Texas on June 10-12, 2022. The theme
for this year: “Got Good News, Go With It” based
on the scripture Acts 8:26-40, which is the story of
Phillip’s encounter with the Ethiopian eunuch on the
wilderness road. This led to another “theme”: To
Be(Come) a network of spirit-empowered communities of disciples called and sent to live out the radically inclusive Gospel of
Jesus through the Promises of Baptism. The baptismal promises we focused on: (1) to live among God’s faithful people; (2) to hear the Word of
God and share in the Lord’s Supper; (3) to proclaim the Good News of
Christ through word and deed; (4) to serve all people, following the example of Jesus; and (5) to strive for justice and peace in all the Earth.
I especially enjoyed connecting with old friends and establishing
some new friendships as well. Listened and enjoyed two keynote addresses by our keynote speaker, Pastor Kelly Chatman, ELCA Director for Center for Leadership and Neighborhood Engagement and attended two workshops led by Pastor Chatman and Pastor Ann Helmke, Faith Liaison for
City of San Antonio, entitled: (1) Forming Faith: The Power of Teaching,
Learning and Practicing and (2) Transforming Faith: The Power of Story,
Co-Creation and Action. Also attended a third keynote which turned into a
panel discussion with four panelists (Pastor Chatman; Pastor Ricardo
Jimenez-Reyes from MacArthur Park, San Antonio; Brenda Pinero, Synod
Council Member and Director of Programs and Lawyer for ProBAR from
Grace Lutheran Church, Austin; and Mission Developer and Chair of the
Inclusivity, Diversity and Equity (IDE) Team, Pastoral Candidate Katy MilesWallace, to be ordained on 6/18/2022); entitled: Transforming Church:
God’s Calling to Be, BeCome, and BeLong.
As voting members, we passed a new synod budget, elected new
Synod Council members and Ministry Team chairs as well as Consultation
Committee Members and Committee Members for the Committee on Discipline and installed Pastor Chris Steubing as Director of Evangelical Mission (DEM) and Bishop’s Associate. We voted on and passed one Resolution entitled “Becoming the Beloved Community” and two Memorials entitled, (1) “Just Transition to 50% Reduction in U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2030” and (2) “Calling the ELCA to Reduce Its Greenhouse Gas
Emissions by 50% by 2030.”
Thank you for extending the invitation and giving me this chance to
participate!
Jorie Hughes
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Synod Assembly Report continued…..
The Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly was held at the Convention
Center in New Braunfels, Friday, June 10 through Sunday, June 12. It was a joyful, uplifting gathering of rostered and lay leaders of the congregations from our
synod, which stretches from Austin to Harlingen, Kerrville/Fredericksburg to Victoria.
Our synod’s vision is:
To be/become a network of spirit-empowered
community of disciples, called and sent
to live out the radically inclusive gospel of Jesus
through the promises of baptism.
Participants at the assembly were given bookmarks with this vision statement, to
remind us what our synod is striving to be. We spent time at tables talking about
what each of these phrases means and how we might strive to fulfill them in our
lives and in our congregations. How are we a “network” of “spirit-empowered
community of disciples?” What does it mean to be “radically inclusive?” What
are the “promises of baptism” and how can we live them out day by day?
The assembly’s keynote speaker was the Reverend Kelly Chatman. Rev.
Chatman is a nationally sought-after teacher of the church in the areas of multicultural leadership, community engagement, and congregational revitalization.
He was an engaging and illuminating speaker.
The usual business was conducted. The three resolutions adopted asked
that people of the SWT synod increase their efforts to combat climate change,
and that the SWT synod study how it can better combat white supremacy in its
structure and practices.
The assembly ended with a panel discussion demonstrating the “radical
inclusivity” of the gospel of Jesus. The panel was made up of the three speakers
from Sunday morning’s sermon, and our key-note speaker: two members of the
LGBTQ+ community, two members of the Latine/Hispanic community, and two
non-white people. There were only four people on the panel, but between them
they made up this diversity.
The panel members were: Reverend Ricardo Jimenez-Reyes, Brenda Pinero, Reverend Katy Miles-Wallace, and Reverend Kelly Chatman. They shared
their thoughts on the theme text from Acts 8:26-40, and what it was like for them,
as people on the margins – whether because of race, language, or sexual orientation – to be accepted in the ELCA and welcomed to speak, front and center, at
this year’s assembly. Their stories and the home they have found in the Lutheran Church were joyfully received.
This year’s assembly left participants energized, hopeful, and ready to
bring the “radically inclusive gospel of Jesus” into their own communities to heal
wounds, to spread love, and to further the work of God’s kingdom. We have
good news; let’s go with it.
Pastor Kris Hill
9

Giving Thanks to God
—All Day, Every Day
When Women of the ELCA was formed in 1987, they made a
commitment to continue a tradition of giving in gratitude for blessings.
This giving was in the form of a “Thank offering” by keeping a container to put their coins in as they thanked God for their blessings throughout the year. These women would come together joining their offerings
to support ministry of many kinds. These offerings were collected at a
church service.
The Women of the Rachel Circle at Shepherd King Lutheran
Church have decided again to collect and say “thanks” for their many
“Blessings” this year. Sometime in the fall, we will collect our
Thank offerings as a part of a Sunday service. The offering will go to
the Lutheran Disaster Response of the ELCA.
Rachel Circle would like to invite the members of Shepherd
King Lutheran Church to also participate with us in this special offering
of Thanks and help us to help those who are affected by disasters. A
special Ziploc bag is available in the Narthex. We would also like to
invite the women of the church to attend one of our meetings which include food, fellowship, and Bible study.

Retirement Luncheon for Paula Kummer
On Sunday, July 24, 2022 we will honor Paula (and Paul)
Kummer with a Retirement Pot Luck Lunch. Please bring
an entrée, side, salad or dessert to share. It’s been quite
a while since we’ve celebrated in this manner. We know
there are many great cooks at SKLC. Make plans to attend and share in this special and exciting time for the
Kummers. The luncheon will be held after the morning
worship service.
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JULY MUSIC HIGHLIGHTS

“Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you
who belong to Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18
Gratitude as defined by Webster’s Dictionary is “an emotion of the heart,
excited by a favor or benefit received; thankfulness; a virtue of the highest excellence, as it implies a feeling and a grateful heart, and a proper sense of
duty” (Websterdictionary1828.com).
Prior to the closing of St Andrew Lutheran, I experienced a great deal of stress,
frustration, and sadness (as many members did) which totally affected my outlook
on life. Seeking a reprieve from those emotions, I attended several meditation
classes, where I was surprised to be introduced to the concept of expressing gratitude constantly to improve my frame of mind. According to a national study led by
Dr. Robert Emmons and Dr. Michael McCulloch, “ Gratitude is consistently associated with greater happiness by helping people feel more positive emotions, relishing good experiences, improving health, dealing with adversity, and building strong
relationships. (Giving Thanks Can Make You Happier, healthharvard.edu, August
14, 2021) Developing good gratitude habits can be as easy as a verbal or written
thank you, keeping a gratitude journal, counting your blessings, praying, and meditating. Expressing thankfulness and appreciation for all the things one already has
rather than concentrating on things one would like to have, is essential!
Christian artists often include the gratitude theme in their song lyrics. In his
song Gratitude, Brandon Lake expresses an offering of thanksgiving to God for all
that he has, by lifting his voice and hands toward heaven in a grateful hallelujah. It
is important to note that gratitude to God does not need to be loud and showy, for
it can also be quite intimate as long as the praise is authentic. Chances are very
good that you will hear Gratitude sung in the coming weeks during worship!
As my time as your Music Director draws to a close at the end of July, I want
you all to know just how thankful I am that my music ministry journey included
being associated with all of you at Shepherd King. You can be assured that I will
hold those fond memories we made together in my heart for a very long time!
Giving Thanks with My Very Grateful Heart,
Paula Kummer
SKLC Director of Music

11

12

Zona LaField

Robert Holm

Lupe Clark

Sue Hansmire

Gary Clements

July 3
10 AM

July 10
10 AM

July 17
10 AM

July 24
10 AM

July 31
10 AM
Shirley Hormuth

Cliff Hughes

Courtney Classen

Jorie Hughes

Linda Phillips

LAY ASSISTANT

Cliff Hughes

Paula Stone

Judy Elliott

Paula Stone

Cliff Hughes

CAMERA

Sue Hansmire

Jana Gosvig
Karen Keener

Mary Ridgeway
Gail Wenzel

Sue Hansmire

Jana Gosvig
Karen Keener

ALTAR GUILD

If you are unable to volunteer on your scheduled date please try to swap with some one and let the church office know. Thank you.

USHERS

DATE

JULY 2022 WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

JULY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

26
27
10:00am In-Person Worship 6:30pm Rachel
& Communion (FB Live)
Circle
4:00pm Don Irwin Piano
Concert

28
29
9:00am 6:00pm One
11:00am
Voice
Quilters Group
10:30am
Pastor's Bible
Study
6:15pm Worship
& Music
Ministry Team
3
4
5
6
CAM COLLECTION
OFFICE CLOSED PKH Vacation PKH Vacation
10:00am In-Person Worship
9:00am 6:00pm One
& Communion (FB Live)
11:00am
Voice
Quilters Group
10
11
12
13
PKH Vacation
"Staff"
PKH Vacation PKH Vacation
10:00am In-Person Worship Deadline
9:00am 6:00pm One
& Communion (FB Live)
PKH Vacation 11:00am
Voice
Quilters Group
17
18
19
20
PKH Vacation
9:00am Men's 10:00am Staff
10:00am In-Person Worship
Early Breakfast meeting
6:00pm One
& Communion (FB Live)
9:00am Voice
11:00am
Quilters Group
7:00pm Church
Council (In
Person)
24
25
26
27
10:00am In-Person Worship 7:00pm Rachel 9:00am 6:00pm One
& Communion (FB Live)
Circle
11:00am
Voice
11:15am - 12:15pm
Quilters Group
Retirement Covered Dish
Luncheon for Paula Kummer
31
1
2
3
10:00am In-Person Worship
9:00am 6:00pm One
& Communion (FB Live)
11:00am
Voice
Quilters Group
10:30am
Pastor's Bible
Study
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Thursday

30

Friday

1

Saturday

2

7
8
OFFICE CLOSED PKH Vacation
PKH Vacation

9
PKH Vacation

14
PKH Vacation

15
PKH Vacation

16
PKH Vacation

21

22

23

28

29

30

4

5
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Shepherd King Lutheran Church
303 West Ramsey Road
San Antonio, TX 78216
Website: www.sklcsa.org
E-mail: info@sklcsa.org
Phone: 210-344-5881

Monday—Thursday 9 AM to 4 PM
Closed between 12—1:30 PM for lunch

Monday, July 4
Thursday, July 7

Items for THE STAFF are
due to the office no later
than the second Monday of
each month.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

COMMITTEES:

AD HOC COMMITTEES:

PRESIDENT:
Shirley Hormuth

FELLOWSHIP:
Vacant

BANNER MINISTRY:
Lavelle Brown

VICE PRESIDENT:
Gary Clements

SUPPORT MINISTRIES:
Linda Hansen

PERSONNEL:

WORSHIP:
Vacant

PROPERTY:
Gary Clements

TREASURER:
Lavelle Brown
SECRETARY:
Jorie Hughes
MEMBER-AT-LARGE:
Sue Hansmire
Denice Hoggatt
Robert Holm
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