
Service of Holy Communion   
 

September 5, 2021 15th  Sunday after Pentecost 
          

WELCOME       
     
PRELUDE                  Paula Kummer, piano 
“Jesus, Lord, We Look to Thee”   arrg. By Cindy Berry 
 
The assembly stands. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose 

presence is sure, and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG     #858 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
 Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
 joining in glad adoration! 
 
2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 
 and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 



 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 
 sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
 All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
 Let the amen sound from his people again. 
 Gladly forever adore him! 
 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health 
and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make 
us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, 
through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 

THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a 
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s vengeance on 
Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ 
return. The desert itself will flow with water to give drink to the returning exiles. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM: Psalm 146 
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 
4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
  and in that day their thoughts perish. 
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who 

keeps promises forever; 
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who 

hunger. The LORD sets the captive free. 
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are 

 bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 
9The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, 

 but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
10The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all 

generations.  Hallelujah! 
 

SECOND READING: James 2:1-10, 14-17 
Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at the 
expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip service to God’s will. 
Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in 
need. 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in 
our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine 
clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also 
comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and 
say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, 
“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved 
brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in 
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love 
him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? 
Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the 
excellent name that was invoked over you? 
  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you 



commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever 
keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of 
it.  
  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 
do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and 
lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm 
and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the 
good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 7:24-37 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the seventh chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. 
Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the 
Gentiles. 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house 
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape 
notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his 
feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged 
him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the 
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 
the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat 
the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may 
go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the 
child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon 



towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to 
him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged 
him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the 
crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, 
his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them 
to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has 
done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to 
speak.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
SERMON      
 He called her a dog. No matter what else happens in this reading from 
Mark, I can’t get past that. It might not be the point of the story, but until it’s 
dealt with, I can’t hear anything else.  

A Syrophoenician woman, an outsider, a non-Jew, came to Jesus for 
help, and he referred to her as a dog.  Which is so unlike Jesus, who time 
and again, welcomed women, children, and outsiders, and had compassion 
on people in need. What in the world is going on here?  
 The reason I can’t get past his words, is because I think of all the 
people out there – out there anywhere, for any reason – who’ve been 
rejected, been told or simply assumed they’re not good enough. “You’re too 
fat.”  “You’re too skinny.”  “Can’t you speak English?” “Go back to your own 
country.” “You’re gay.”  “What gender are you, anyway?”  “Women aren’t 
allowed.”  “Boys shouldn’t act like that.”  “You’re too old.” “Are you Muslim? 
You must be a terrorist.” And countless other ways people get excluded for 
not being ‘like us.’   

“Mustn’t give the children’s food to the dogs.”    
 Why Jesus would say such a thing? Some commentators have said 
the Greek word that’s translated as “dog” actually means “puppy,” so it’s not 
all that demeaning. Others have said Jesus was trying to teach his disciples 
a lesson by saying out loud what they were probably thinking. But I don’t 
buy any of that. And I’m not sure it matters, because when a person hears 
“Your kind isn’t wanted here,” who cares why the words were said. They cut, 



deeply. Once you’ve heard them – even if you later get an apology – it’s 
hard to un-hear them.  
 My suspicion is Jesus was tired, and seeking time alone. It says, at the 
beginning of our gospel reading, that Jesus “entered a house and didn’t 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice.” He 
was weary. He didn’t want to be bothered just then. But word got out, so a 
foreigner came, knelt at his feet, and begged him to help her daughter, who 
was possessed by a demon.  
 How many days in a row had Jesus been surrounded by crowds of 
people who wanted to hear him teach, who were pushing to get closer, who 
called out for him to heal this or that person? Mixed in with them were his 
adversaries, the religious leaders, accusing him of not worshiping God 
properly.  Some even claimed he was in league with the devil.  

This went on day after day in town after town; it was exhausting – 
physically, mentally, and spiritually. And now, when he’s trying to lie low and 
rest, this woman finds him and asks yet another favor. Maybe Jesus was 
feeling a bit more human than usual when he called her dog. Maybe it just 
slipped out. 
 Picture them, if you can, there in that house – Jesus exhausted, 
exasperated – his face drawn, his eyes heavy – maybe annoyed by what 
he’s just said, sitting back on a couch…  the woman kneeling at his feet, 
looking at the ground, a slight flush on her face from the sting of his words. 
In the ensuing silence, she raises her eyes to meet his, and quietly says, 
“Yes, Lord, but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the children’s 
plate.”  
 She doesn’t argue or hiss at him in anger. Nor does she cringe like a 
dog that’s been kicked. She simply asks again on behalf of her daughter. 
And this time Jesus grants her request.  
 Something happened here, although I’m not sure I can say what. 
When the story opened, the woman was desperate, and Jesus was out of 
sorts. There was the name-calling, then something godly occurred between 
them. The child who was not present, was healed. Finally, they parted ways, 
not necessarily liking each other, but having recognized, acknowledged, the 
human in each other. It wasn’t only the demon-possessed daughter who 
was healed; all three of them were transformed by their encounter with each 
other.  
 We say, in our confession of faith, that Jesus is fully God and fully 
human. That’s important because, unless Jesus is truly human, like us, how 
could he understand our struggles, our pain, our griefs, and how could he 



have died our death? On the other hand, unless Jesus is truly God, where 
would the salvation come from? Wouldn’t he be just another good person?   

Jesus is fully human, we believe, but without sin. Again, important, but 
awfully hard to grasp. Because we don’t know any other human beings who 
are without sin. Not any.  
 Keeping in mind, then, that Jesus is truly human, like us, I’m going to 
start back at the beginning of our gospel reading and put myself in his place. 
Let’s assume I have been at synod assembly all weekend and I’m on the 
planning committee, so I’ve been really busy. On Sunday evening I get 
home, throw my overnight bags in the bedroom, and lie on the couch to 
relax when the phone rings and someone says, “Pastor, CPS is gonna cut 
off my lights if I don’t pay them $250 first thing in the morning. I have to get 
it to them by 8:00. Can the church help me?”   

At that moment, worn out on a Sunday evening, I don’t want to be 
bothered with anyone’s need.  I should help the person on the phone, and 
maybe I will, yet because I’m human, my tone of voice when I reply, might 
not be very nice. Right or wrong, good or bad, that’s understandable, isn’t 
it? 

How human can we let Jesus be? Does he have to be perfect, or can 
he sometimes be irritable, caught at a bad moment?  Must he always be in 
the right, or might he on occasion be harsh and need to be brought back to 
his better self by a woman who does not respond in kind, but remains calm 
and respectful? I often need people to do that for me. Is it okay that in 
today’s gospel reading someone did that for Jesus?  

When the Syrophoenician woman replied, “Sir, even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from the children’s plate,” I imagine Jesus drawing in, then 
letting out a huge sigh, the kind that gathers all your burdens and releases 
them from your body. Her words and how she said them, set him free from 
what he’d been carrying. “For saying that,” Jesus replied, “you may go. The 
demon has left your daughter.” 

Sometimes grace works like that. It looks us in the eye when we’re 
unkind to a stranger, and through that stranger’s compassion, it humbles 
and renews us. Or when we look for help and get smacked instead, but find 
the courage to keep our composure, our self-respect, and ask again. 
However the encounter ends, grace rests a hand on our shoulder and love 
whispers encouragement in our ear.  

He called her a dog. She responded as a grace-filled human being. 
Her response restored his grace; he acknowledged her words and healed 
her daughter.   Grace upon grace upon grace. 



HYMN OF THE DAY     #612   “Healer of Our Every Ill” 
Refrain 
 Healer of our ev'ry ill, 
 light of each tomorrow, 
 give us peace beyond our fear, 
 and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 
1 You who know our fears and sadness, 
 grace us with your peace and gladness; 
 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 
 
2 In the pain and joy beholding 
 how your grace is still unfolding, 
 give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain 
 
3 Give us strength to love each other, 
 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 
 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 
 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

The assembly stands. 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 



the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 
    A brief silence. 

Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church. 
Guide all evangelists, preachers, prophets, and missionaries who seek to 
share your love through word and deed. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our 
prayer. 
 
Fires rage in the West; Hurricanes churn in the Oceans; some places 
endure drought, and others floods. Come, gracious God, and heal the earth. 
Clean the air and the water. Provide what we need and help us live in 
balance with creation. Lord, in your mercy,    hear our prayer. 
 
You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders 
and governments to work with one another for the good of our common 
world. Especially as we observe Labor Day, unite us in seeking the health, 
safety, and dignity of all. Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 

You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or 
persecution, protect any who are in danger, especially those in Afghanistan, 
and sustain them through uncertain and unstable times.  Lord, in your 
mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 

You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership 
and ministries of this congregation. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 

You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your 
glorious presence. We thank you for their example and rejoice in their lives. 
Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 

Listen to the prayers of these, your gathered people… 
 
 
 



Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. 
If you wish to give to Shepherd King, there is a donate button on our 
website - www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and 
manna to rain from the heavens.  Accept the gifts you have first given us.  
Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so 
dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
(Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

http://www.sklcsa.org/


 
PREFACE  

 
 



“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Praise to you, Great God, creator of heaven and earth, praise to you for 
all you have made. Praise to you for hearing the cries of Israel and delivering 
them from bondage in Egypt. Praise to you for bringing your people home from 
exile in Babylon. Praise to you for Mary, willing to bear your Word in her body. 
Praise to you for Jesus who lifted up the lowly and brought down the mighty 
from their thrones. Praise to you for his dying and rising from the dead. Praise 
to you for the Holy Spirit which gives us life and guides our way.  Praise to you 
as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and 
gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 



as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please 
consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink 
from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our 
faith into a feast of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Next  Sunday – We will celebrate Easter with Easter readings and Easter 
hymns. Join us for the celebration. 
 
Also next Sunday – Confirmation class begins. We’ll meet here at Shepherd 
King, from 1:00 to 2:30.  
 



The office will be closed on Monday for Labor Day. Hope you all enjoy the 
holiday and stay safe. 
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on 
Sundays. Please call us at 210-344-5881, if you’re in need of prayer, a 
listening ear, or anything else. 
 
BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN       #543 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 
1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river 
 I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 
2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 
 here you touched him, saw his glory. 
 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 
3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 
 here my tender comfort stilled you. 
 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE                  Paula Kummer, piano 
“Rejoice the Lord is King”  John Darwell/arrg by Cindy Berry 
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We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
Prayer concerns this week: 
 
Judy, Sue Hansmire’s sister, had surgery to remove lung cancer this past Wednesday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


