
Service of Holy Communion   
September 26, 2021 18th  Sunday after Pentecost 

          

WELCOME       
 
PRELUDE         Diane Persellin, Organ 
 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”   arr. Paul Manz  
 
The assembly stands. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose 

presence is sure, and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and 
see scarcity.  We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.  Free us from our sin, 
gracious God.  Listen when we call out to you for help.  Lead us by 
your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  By the gift of grace in ☩ 

Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.  Receive with glad hearts the 
forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG    ELW 823  “Praise the Lord! O Heavens” 
1 Praise the Lord! O heav'ns, adore him; 
 praise him, angels, in the height; 
 sun and moon, rejoice before him; 
 praise him, gleaming stars and light. 
 Praise the Lord, for he has spoken; 
 worlds his mighty voice obeyed; 
 laws which never shall be broken 
 for their guidance he has made. 
 
 



2 Praise the Lord, for he is gracious; 
 never shall his promise fail. 
 God has made his saints victorious; 
 sin and death shall not prevail. 
 Praise the God of our salvation; 
 hosts on high, his pow'r proclaim; 
 heav'n and earth, and all creation, 
 laud and magnify his name! 
 
Text: Foundling Hospital Collection, London, 1796 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Generous God,  
your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a 
share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
This book tells the story of Queen Esther, who saves her people, the Jews, from the murderous 
schemes of Haman, advisor to the Persian king, her husband. Haman is hanged on the gallows 
he constructed for Esther’s cousin Mordecai, and the Jews celebrate the feast of Purim to 
commemorate this victory over their enemies. 

1[King Ahasuerus] and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther.2On 
the second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, 
“What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is 
your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 3Then 
Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases 
the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my 
people—that is my request. 4For we have been sold, I and my people, to be 
destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as 
slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can 
compensate for this damage to the king.” 5Then King Ahasuerus said to 
Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do 



this?” 6Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman 
was terrified before the king and the queen. 9Then Harbona, one of the 
eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that 
Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at 
Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on 
that.” 10So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. 
 9:20Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who 
were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21enjoining 
them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also 
the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, 22as the days on which 
the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been 
turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; 
that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending 
gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor. 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM READING: Psalm 124 
1If the LORD had not been on our side, let Israel now say; 
2if the LORD had not been on our side, 
  when enemies rose up against us, 
3then would they have swallowed us up alive 
  in their fierce anger toward us; 
4then would the waters have overwhelmed us 
  and the torrent gone over us; 
5then would the raging waters have gone right over us. 
6Blessed be the LORD 
  who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.  
7We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; 
  the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
8Our help is in the name of the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
SECOND READING: James 5:13-20    
Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need, 
celebrating with those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins to one 
another, and offering forgiveness to each other. 

13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? 
They should sing songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should 



call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing 
them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, 
and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be 
forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful 
and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently 
that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on 
the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth 
yielded its harvest. 
  19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth 
and is brought back by another, 20you should know that whoever brings 
back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will 
cover a multitude of sins. 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 9:38-50 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the ninth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and 
sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well as to others. 
38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in 
your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following 
us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of 
power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of 
me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever 
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will 
by no means lose the reward. 



  42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung 
around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes 
you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have 
two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot 
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to 
have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one 
eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm 
never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost 
its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 
peace with one another.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON      
 Today’s Old Testament reading from Esther was an alternate reading, 
not the primary assigned text. But I chose to use it because we don’t often 
hear passages from Esther during worship. Many of us might not be familiar 
with the story of Esther at all. 
 The story takes place in Persia, after the Babylonian captivity when the 
Israelites had been allowed to go back to their homeland. Not all Israelites 
did that, however; some remained on foreign soil – they’d been born there 
and it was the only home they’d known. Esther was one of these Jews, an 
immigrant in Persia, living within the larger Jewish community there. 
Through a series of events, the King chose Esther to be his new Queen, 
possibly not aware she was a Jew. 
 Haman, one of the King’s top officials, had a grudge against the Jews, 
Esther’s cousin, Mordecai in particular. He convinced the King to issue an 
edict that all Jews should be killed. When she heard about it, Esther was 
deeply distressed. She loved Mordecai, who had raised her as his own 
daughter, and didn’t know how to help her people.  

Mordecai sent word, urging Esther to talk to the king and persuade him 
to save the Jews. But that was a dangerous step. Esther wrote back, 
saying, “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know 
that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without 
being called, there is but one law – all alike are to be put to death. Only if 
the king holds out the golden scepter to someone, may that person live.”  



Mordecai replied to Esther, “Do not think that in the king’s palace you 
will escape any more than all the other Jews. For if you keep silence at such 
a time as this, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another 
quarter, but you and your father’s family will perish.  Who knows?  Perhaps 
you have come to royal dignity  for  just  such  a  time  as  this.” 

So Esther asked that all the Jewish people join her and her servants in 
fasting for three days, as they listened for guidance. When the three days 
were up, Esther gathered her courage, and went to the King.  
 In today’s reading we see the King receive her graciously, ask what 
she wanted, and promise to grant her request. When he heard that Haman 
had designed to kill Mordecai and all the Jews – which would include his 
wife – the king was enraged. He had Haman killed and reversed the edict, 
freeing the Jews from harm. Esther, guided and upheld by God’s Spirit, 
saved her people from genocide. As a result, all the Jews celebrated. 
 Which brings us to Psalm 124 – Israel’s response to being saved, in 
this and every situation. The worship leader begins with, “If the LORD had 
not been on our side!...” then calls out, “Let Israel now say,” and all the 
people join in, saying “If the LORD had not been on our side when enemies 
rose up against us, they would have swallowed us alive…”   

Death, not just of one or two individuals, but of the whole population – 
wiping out the entire people – was at their doorstep. It was going to happen 
and there didn’t appear to be anything to stop it. The edict had been signed, 
the word was out – kill the Jews!!  There was nowhere to hide, nowhere to 
run…  Until the LORD brought forth Esther.  

The people continue praising God in the psalm, saying… “Blessed be 
the LORD who has not given us over…We have escaped like a bird from 
the snare of the fowler; the snare is broken and we have escaped!  Our help 
is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.”  

“We have escaped like a bird…” A bird gliding on the wind, its bright 
eyes searching for food. It spies something and swoops to investigate. As it 
dives, the loop of a snare catches the bird’s leg and immediately tightens, 
making it impossible for the bird to escape. Soon, it will become someone’s 
dinner.  

Most birds are small or medium-sized, easily crushed or killed when 
they’re caught. And there are thousands of birds, all kinds of birds, so that 
one individual bird doesn’t seem very important. Birds are good food – for 
humans, for cats, and all kinds of wild animals. Yet here, God’s people are 
compared with a common, often caught and eaten, bird. 



Throughout history, the Jews have been like birds – slaves in Egypt, 
captives in Babylon, immigrants in Persia, gassed in Europe. The snare has 
tightened around their leg time and again. Death came for many, threatened 
to devour them all. But, Psalm 124 declares, the LORD did not give them up 
as prey to their captor’s teeth. They were snatched out of death’s clenches 
and set free! 

According to scripture, God has a particular concern for small things, 
for people who aren’t very important. I know it’s unkind to say “people who 
aren’t very important,” but we do treat others that way. It might be those 
Haitians at the border. We know they are people with needs, but seeing that 
mass of bodies looks like a big problem. Or it might be people who can’t pay 
the rent, who can’t keep a job, who keep getting sent back to jail… It might 
be people who aren’t well educated, who don’t know basic Bible stories. 
Whether we mean to or not, our minds register them as less important, less 
deserving.   

“Be careful,” Jesus says. “Be careful that you don’t put a roadblock in 
front of any of these little ones, these unimportant people, these folks you 
discount, who need me.  It would be better if you loaded your pockets with 
bricks and walked into the sea.”  

God has a special love for small things, for insignificant people, for 
folks who are being crushed, stepped on, or shoved aside. God sees them – 
not just a mass of bodies at the border, but Julian and Reyna, Michael and 
Susanna, the children, the old people. God sees human beings who can’t 
pay the rent this month. God sees the guy who’s back in prison. God sees 
the people who aren’t interested in church and don’t know the Bible well, but 
long to know there’s a God who cares.  

You and I  need to take  great care with these folks, because whether 
or not they matter to us, God loves them very much.  

God doesn’t forget the little ones. God doesn’t lose sight of people who 
are overlooked, who struggle, who are derided or ignored, who are blamed 
and despised – whether that is you, or me, or folks we don’t know. God 
sees. God remembers. And one day, God sends someone… maybe Esther. 
And Mordecai to give Esther good counsel, to build up Esther’s confidence 
and give her the right words to say to the king. Esther persuades the king to 
grant her people safety and protection. As a result, the Jewish people are 
saved from annihilation.  

It happens again, and again, and again, for all who love God, for all 
whose lives are threatened and whose only salvation rests with the LORD. 
God steps in, and those who were doomed are rescued from the snare of 



the fowler.  Our help, our only true help, is in the name of the LORD, who 
made heaven and earth. 
    

HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW 712 “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”   

1 Lord, whose love in humble service 
 bore the weight of human need, 
 who upon the cross, forsaken, 
 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
 we, your servants, bring the worship 
 not of voice alone, but heart; 
 consecrating to your purpose 
 ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 
3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
 till your love's revealing light 
 in its height and depth and greatness 
 dawns upon our quickened sight, 
 making known the needs and burdens 
 your compassion bids us bear, 
 stirring us to ardent service, 
 your abundant life to share. 
 
4 Called by worship to your service, 
 forth in your dear name we go, 
 to the child, the youth, the aged,  
 love in living deeds to show; 
 hope and health, good will and comfort, 
 counsel, aid and peace we give, 
 that your servants, Lord, in freedom 
 may your mercy know and live. 
 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 

Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. 
  
The assembly stands. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 
     A brief silence. 

We pray for the church and its ministry. Enliven us through the stories of 
faith in scripture and in our history, and lead us to lives of loving witness and 
service. Give us ears to hear your Word and your calling. Lord, in your 
mercy,    hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the wonder of your creation – the hills, lakes, caverns,  rivers 
and trees. Restore damaged forests, waterways and natural habitats, and 
lead us to be good stewards of what you have provided. Lord, in your 
mercy,    hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate 
hearts. Strengthen in them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for 
those underserved. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other 
disease. Provide them with peace and resilience for the days ahead. 
Sustain caregivers with energy and patience. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, the 
worship and ministry team, banner makers, those who schedule helpers, the 
greeters, ushers, lay assistants, and altar guild. Bless us through their 
ministry and grant them the passion to continue in their service. Lord, in 
your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
We raise to you the petitions of this gathered people… 
 
 
 
Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. 
If you wish to give to Shepherd King, there is a donate button on our 
website - www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens.  Accept the gifts you have first given 
us.  Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so 
dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/


(Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS 

 

 



 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Praise to you, Great God, creator of heaven and earth, praise to you for 
all you have made. Praise to you for hearing the cries of Israel and delivering 
them from bondage in Egypt. Praise to you for bringing your people home from 
exile in Babylon. Praise to you for Mary, willing to bear your Word in her body. 
Praise to you for Jesus who lifted up the lowly and brought down the mighty 
from their thrones. Praise to you for his dying and rising from the dead. Praise 
to you for the Holy Spirit which gives us life and guides our way.  Praise to you 
as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and 
gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please 
consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink 
from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our 
faith into a feast of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 



bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
For those here on the ground today, come on over to the Fellowship Hall for 
the book signing and art show after worship. Our own, John Braulick, has a 
number of his paintings on display. He also provided illustrations for a book 
of spiritual reflections by Ren Royal. She is here as well and will be selling 
and signing copies of the book. Refreshments will be served, so come on 
over and enjoy a visit. Look for some pictures on our Facebook page. 
 
Confirmation Class meets again next Sunday, October 3.  
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on 
Sundays. Please call us at 210-344-5881, if you’re in need of prayer, a 
listening ear, or anything else. 
 
BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN       ELW 539  “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”  
1 Abide, O dearest Jesus, 

among us with your grace, 
 that evil may not harm us 
 nor we to sin give place. 
 
2 Abide, O dear Redeemer, 

among us with your word 
 and thus now and hereafter 
 true peace and joy afford. 
 
4 Abide with richest blessings 
 among us, bounteous Lord; 
 let us in grace and wisdom 

grow daily through your word. 



5 Abide, O faithful Savior, 
 among us with your love; 
 grant steadfastness and help us 
 to reach our home above. 
 

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588-1632; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE       Diane Persellin, Organ 
 “Largo” G.F. Handel 
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We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
Prayer concerns this week: 

 


