
Service of Holy Communion   
September 19, 2021 17th  Sunday after Pentecost 

          

WELCOME       
 
PRELUDE          One Voice 

“Who You Say I Am”   Reuben Morgan/ Ben Fielding 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose 

presence is sure, and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and 
see scarcity.  We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.  Free us from our sin, 
gracious God.  Listen when we call out to you for help.  Lead us by 
your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  By the gift of grace in ☩ 

Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.  Receive with glad hearts the 
forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG     “Open The Eyes Of My Heart” 
Chorus 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 
(repeat) 
 

Verse 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy holy holy 



Chorus 
 

Verse 
 

Bridge  
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
I want to see You 
(x 4) 
 
CCLI Song # 2298355  Paul Baloche  CCLI License # 11534117 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us 
as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, 
that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as 
servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word to 
Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God 
in the midst of his suffering. 
18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed 
me their evil deeds.  19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter.  And 
I did not know it was against me that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us 
destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living,  
so that his name will no longer be remembered!”  20But you, O LORD of 
hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me see 
your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 



PSALM: Psalm 54 
1Save me, O God, by your name; in your might, defend my cause. 
2Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth. 
3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my 

 life, those who have no regard for God. 
4Behold, God is my helper; it is the Lord who sustains my life.  
5Render evil to those who spy on me; in your faithfulness, destroy them. 
6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice 
  and praise your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
7For you have rescued me from every trouble, 
  and my eye looks down on my enemies.  
 

SECOND READING: James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants 
and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward 
others. 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that 
your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter 
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the 
truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there 
will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4: 
  1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do 
they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want 
something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet 
something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your 
pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
“Sing Alleluia”    

Sing Alleluia to the Lord. Sing Alleluia to the Lord.  
Sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia to the Lord. (repeat)  

 
GOSPEL READING:  Mark 9:30-37 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the ninth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the 
world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a 
concern for greatness is servanthood. 
30Jesus and the disciples went on and passed through Galilee. He did not 
want anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, 
“The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, 
and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not 
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were 
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the 
greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever 
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little 
child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to 
them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON      
 When folks in the sports business first started calling people “GOAT,”  I 
wondered what in the world they meant. Back in the old days of Charlie 
Brown and his inept baseball team that never won a game, there were the 
“heroes” and the “goats.” The “goats” were the losers. So it struck me as 
odd to hear people cheering about the GOATs, meaning people like Tom 
Brady, and Kobe Bryant, and Simone Biles.  

I couldn’t make sense of what they were saying, until I realized, these 
days G.O.A.T. is an acronym – capital G, period, capital O, period, capital A, 
period, capital T, period – which means “Greatest of all Time.” It is not an 
insult to call someone a G.O.A.T. anymore, but the highest of compliments. 
Tom Brady – greatest of all time, Kobe Bryant – greatest of all time, Simone 



Biles – greatest of all time.   That would be pretty neat, wouldn’t it, to be 
considered the greatest of all time. 
  To be greatest in sports means to be the best. If you run a race, you 
come in first. If you play basketball, your team gets the most points, and 
you’re the player that has the most impact.   Most of us don’t play sports, 
not professionally anyway, but we might try, in our own ways, to be great – 
great at our job, great at fixing healthy food for our family, great at raising 
our kids or loving and guiding our grandkids, great at serving the church, 
great at serving the nation, great at keeping house and keeping our 
personal business in order.  It’s human nature to want to excel, to want to 
be first, to stand out and be great in some way. 
 Which makes today’s  gospel  reading rather  embarrassing,  because  

we  see ourselves  in  the  disciples’ actions.   Jesus  has  just  explained,  
again,  that  he  will  be arrested,  be  killed,  and  after  three  days  he  will  

rise.  What  is  the  disciples’  response?   They  start  arguing  about  which  
of  them  is  the  greatest.  It seems  the  disciples  are  beginning  to  
understand  that  Jesus  will  be  gone  soon. And that means  somebody  
will  need  take  over as  leader.    

As they walk,  they wrestle over  who  is  best  qualified, smartest, 
most fit, most trusted by Jesus.  Each thinks he deserves the position more 
than the others. They  make their cases  about  which  of  them  is  the  
“greatest,”  but when  they  reach  their  destination  and  Jesus  asks,  
“what  were  ya’ll  arguing  about  on  the  way?”  nobody  says  a  word.   
Their  silence  shows  how  foolish and callous  it  was  to argue about  
greatness  when  Jesus  was talking about his pending death.      
 Jesus  did  not  chide  them  for  wanting  to  be  great.    He  didn’t  
say  “be  satisfied  with  being  ‘good  enough;’  don’t  try  to  be  ‘great.’”   
Instead,  he  re-defined  “greatness”  for  them.  The  disciples understood  
the  word  as  we  do.   “Great”  –  according  to  Webster’s  dictionary  –  
means  “larger  than life;  excellent;  highly  significant;  of  extraordinary  
ability.”    Those  are  the  qualities  it  takes  to  make  a  winner,  to  run  a  
successful  business,  to  be  somebody  in  this  world.    And  that’s  what  
the  disciples  were  arguing  about  --  who  had  those  kind-of  qualities.    

But  Jesus  redefined  greatness  by  taking  a  child,  placing  it  before  
the  disciples,  and  saying  “whoever  welcomes  one  such  child  in  my  
name  welcomes  me,  and  whoever  welcomes  me  welcomes  the  One  
who  sent  me.”   The  attributes  needed  to  stand  in  for  Jesus,  to  be  his  
face  here  in  the  world,  are  not  those  of  earthly greatness,  not  those  
of  a  winner,  but  those  of  a  nobody.    



That’s what children were in those days. They were not considered 
cute and cuddly; they were property. A child could be forced to work, could 
be sold into slavery, could be largely neglected or ignored. He or she might 
grow up  to  be  useful  or  might  not.   But  until  the  child grew  up,  it  was  
inconsequential.  Children, then, were not the “greatest,” they were the 
“least.”   

Jesus  knew  each disciple wanted  to  be  “first”  --  first  to  be  called-
on  when  there  was  an  important  job  to  do,  first  to  be  commended  by  
their  teacher  for  their  loyalty,  first  to  be  singled-out  for  attention  and  
praise  from  their  friend  and  mentor.   That,  too,  is  human  nature.   But  
on  this  point,  Jesus  encouraged  his  friends  to  think  in  a  new  way.   

“Whoever  wants  to  be  first  must  be  last  of  all  and  servant  of  all,”  he  
said.   

At the beginning of today’s gospel reading, Jesus was teaching his 
disciples, telling them, again, that he would be betrayed into the hands of 
sinners, be executed, and then rise on the third day. “The disciples,” the text 
says, “did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask.”  They 
did not understand. They heard  he  was  going  to  die, but  did not 
understand  this was the way of the God, the way of Jesus -- not hitting the 
winning home run to the roar of the crowd, not overthrowing the government 
with force and power -- but speaking God’s truth, healing the sick, eating 
with sinners, loving even the unlovely, and being put to death for it. 

I don’t need to be the best preacher in the synod, I guess. I’m not 
interested in being part of the 1% of wealthy people. I don’t have to be the 
first in line for a meal. But heaven knows, I don’t want to be the very last, 
either. I don’t want to be overlooked, shoved aside, forgotten, or the person 
at the end of the line who gets the crumbs left from everybody else.  I don’t.  

Yet Jesus calls me to give up worrying about that stuff, calls me to 
hear what he’s saying: “I’m going to be betrayed, put to death, and on the 
third day rise”. He’s going to let horrible things happen to him, trusting that 
God will be with him, that God will work out God’s purposes in his life 
anyway.  Even if he, Jesus, comes in last.  Even when he, Jesus, is publicly 
humiliated.  Even, when he, Jesus, gets crucified.  

There’s no telling what might happen to that child, the one Jesus took 
in his arms. The child had no rights, no protection under the law. He might 
have had parents who loved and took care of him, or not. Jesus asks his 
disciples to be as vulnerable with their lives as that child was.  Leave 
everything to God, no matter what happens. God is all the child has. That’s 
all the poor have. That’s all the refugee has, all the imprisoned has, all the 



abused have. Nothing to bank on, but God. You do the same, take your 
place among the least, and you’ll be great.  

This is a hard word to hear. Thank God I know that Jesus loves me, 
absolutely; and I know Jesus loves you, absolutely. Sometimes his love 
tucks us into bed and says, “Now get some rest.” More often, it holds our 
hand and says, “Whatever happens, I’m with you. Now, let’s get going.” 
That’s what we hear today, “Whoever would be first, must be last of all.” And 
whenever you welcome those who seem to be “least” you have welcomed 
Jesus, even God Almighty.   
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW 641 “All Are Welcome”  v 1,2, & 5 
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 

Refrain 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek 
to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

http://www.giamusic.com/


APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 
     A brief silence. 

God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our 
love for you. Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to 
work together for your sake. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to 
care for this world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and 
individual efforts to heal our environment. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict. 
Inspire leaders to listen to each other and work towards peaceful solutions 
to disagreements. Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot 
find safety in their home or country. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 



God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help 
them find appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path 
forward seems bleak. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. 
Renew in us your call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, 
strengthen their faith and our commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died 
and pray for all who grieve today. Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, 
in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
God our Mother, our Father, listen to your gathered children praying…  
 
 
 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. 
If you wish to give to Shepherd King, there is a donate button on our 
website - www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

http://www.sklcsa.org/


OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and 
manna to rain from the heavens.  Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so 
dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

 
PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS 

 
 



 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 

 
 
 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Praise to you, Great God, creator of heaven and earth, for all you have 

made. Praise to you for hearing the cries of Israel and delivering them from 
bondage in Egypt. Praise to you for bringing your people home from exile in 
Babylon. Praise to you for Mary, willing to bear your Word in her body. Praise 
to you for Jesus who lifted up the lowly and brought down the mighty from their 
thrones. Praise to you for his dying and rising from the dead. Praise to you for 
the Holy Spirit which gives us life and guides our way.  Praise to you as we 
remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and 
gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please 
consume the bread) 
 



Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink 
from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our 
faith into a feast of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Council meets on Tuesday, at 7:00, here in the Fellowship Hall. Please 
wear a mask.  
 
Next Saturday and Sunday, book signing and art show. Paintings by our 
own, John Braulick, will be on display, and a book of spiritual reflections 
illustrated with John’s work will be for sale. John and the author of the book, 
Ren Row will be here Saturday from 2-5, and Sunday from 11-3. Bring your 
friends or your neighbors and come.  
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on 
Sundays. Please call us at 210-344-5881, if you’re in need of prayer, a 
listening ear, or anything else. 
 
BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN      ELW 536  “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 
1 God be with you till we meet again; 
 by good counsels guide, uphold you, 
 with a shepherd's care enfold you; 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
 
Refrain 
 Till we meet, (till we meet,)  

till we meet, (till we meet again,)  
till we meet at Jesus' feet; (till we meet,)  
till we meet, (till we meet,) 

 till we meet, (till we meet again.) 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
 
2 God be with you till we meet again; 
 holy wings securely hide you, 
 daily manna still provide you; 
 God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain 
 
3 God be with you till we meet again; 
 when life's perils thick confound you, 
 put unfailing arms around you; 
 God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain 
 

Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin, 1828-1904, alt. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE            One Voice 

“Jesus Be Praised”  Handt Hanson/ arrg Henry Wiens 
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We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
Prayer concerns this week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


