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Last month I began my article with, “I’m tempted to say
we’re back to normal, but
what is ‘normal’?” What,
indeed?!
In May, when we
began worshipping in person again, the CDC
(Centers for Disease Control)
still recommended that everyone wear
masks indoors. So we began worship with
masks on. A few weeks later, the CDC said
fully vaccinated people could stop wearing
masks. Shepherd King’s council had agreed
to follow the guidance of the CDC and the
bishop’s office. In mid-May, then, we informed worshipers that the fully vaccinated
need not wear masks in church.
But COVID cases have risen dramatically in recent weeks, due to the Delta
variant. The hospitals in San Antonio are full,
health care workers are stressed to the
breaking point, and COVID cases are at levels we saw back in February. The CDC is
now recommending that
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physically, emotionally, and psychically. I am
tired, worn out by the back and forth, the not
knowing, the restrictions lifting, then being
put in place, then lifting, then being put in
place. It’s hard. If you or your friend or your
neighbor – or me – is a bit cranky, try to
have patience. We’ve all been through a lot,
and it has taken its toll.
Part of whatever normal will be, is a
more hybrid society and a more hybrid
church. The Southwestern Texas Synod has
been offering a series of webinars on Hybrid
Church recently. They hoped maybe 200
people would attend; over 500 signed up. In
addition to me, several people from Shepherd King’s council and staff have attended.
We are learning that “hybrid church” is more
than simply offering worship online each
Sunday.
Hybrid church means intentionally
ministering to both on the ground gatherings
and online gatherings, rather than having
those who are online simply watch what is
happening on the ground. We’ll learn more
about this as we move forward. But I think
Shepherd King is already beginning to do
true hybrid ministry.
For example, this fall the Wednesday Bible Study and the Book Discussion
Group will both meet on the ground and
online, at the same time. This enables people to gather in person, but those who prefer,
to meet with us via Zoom.

VISIT US ONLINE AT W W W .SK L CSA .OR G

Kris Cross Continued…..

A new confirmation class is beginning in September; Shepherd King is partnering with Lutheran
Parish of Northwest San Antonio (Hope and Lutheran Church of the Resurrection) to teach our students
together. Vicar Johnene Cunningham and I are considering ways we might mix on the ground learning
with online learning.
The new normal is taking shape. It will be more varied and flexible that what used to be. And
that will allow us to reach more people, and engage more people, than in previous years. It’s exciting to
imagine what’s coming in the future. In the meantime, while we’re still on our way, be kind to yourself
and to one another. The road ahead can be tough and tiring. But God is with you and God loves you. So
does your church family.
Pastor Kris Hill, stm

Christian Education

Midweek Bible Study – This
study will meet on Tuesday
mornings now, from 10:30 to
11:30, beginning on October
12. Instead of meeting in the
parlor, we might consider being in the Fellowship Hall
where we can spread out and
perhaps not wear masks. The
Bible study is being offered
both on the ground (in person)
and online via Zoom. Those
attending via Zoom will need
to let Pastor Kris know so she
can send them the link and the
notes; they will need to print
out the notes for themselves
as she will not be using the
screen-share option. We will
be studying the book of Jeremiah this fall.
Adult Christian Education – There will be no Sunday
school this fall, for adults or for
children. The day and time
simply do not work well for
teachers or for students.
Instead, the adults will
continue, through the end of
the year, with the book discus-

sion group. Then in the new
year, the adults will alternate
between the book discussion
group (three months or so)
and a month of evening classes, one night a week, on a
chosen topic.
Starting in
September, the
book discussion
will move to
Tuesday nights
because Pastor
Kris has a conflict
on Monday nights
(she is taking a
drawing class at the Southwest School of Art). We will
begin reading Jesus and the
Disinherited by Howard Thurman, chapters one and two,
for our meeting on Tuesday,
September 14, at 7:30 pm.
You are welcome to attend either on the ground (in person)
or online via Zoom. Let Pastor
Kris know if you plan to join us
on Zoom so she can send you
the link. In October, we’ll read
the next two chapters of the
book.
Children and Youth –
Instead of Sunday school, the
children and youth have opted
to meet approximately once a
month/six weeks for fun, fellowship, bible study, and service. Our first get together was
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a pool party in August. We’ll
meet next in October to work
at the Food Bank, distributing
food. Each time we gather,
Pastor Kris will lead us in a
short bible study, emphasizing
those bible stories every child
(and adult) should know. This
group is made up of children
from age 3 to 18.
Confirmation Class –
Shepherd King and the Lutheran Parish of Northwest San
Antonio will have confirmation
class together starting this fall.
We will meet twice a month on
Sunday afternoons from 1:00
to 2:30 at Shepherd King.
We’ll be using material from
Re:form which includes a video for each session plus an
“anti-workbook” with questions
and activities. Students from
Shepherd King are: Cooper
Grill, Felix and Francisco Puebla, and Lauren Wang. Vicar
Johnene Cunningham and
Gabe Navarro will be joining
us from Lutheran Parish of
NW SA.
Confirmation Class
meets on Sundays, September
12 and 19, and
October 3 and
17.

ART SHOW & BOOK SIGNING

SKLC Fellowship Hall

Quilters
Tuesdays at 9:30 AM
Men’s Early Breakfast
Tuesday, Sept 21
9:00 AM
Magnolia Pancake
House @ Embassy

Book Discussion Group
Tuesday, Sept 21
7:30 PM (Zoom)
Rachel Circle (WELCA)
Monday, Sept 27
7 PM Fellowship Hall
Co-Hostesses:
Shirley Hormuth &
Beverly Haddock

Saturday, September 25, 2021 2-5 PM
Sunday, September 26, 2021 11 AM—3 PM
Ren Royal is a Christian who is passionate about sharing insight from
her heart and soul through poetry.
In a spiritual devotional that includes original artwork by retired pastor
John Braulick, Mrs. Royal shares poems that each tell an inspirational
story and include relatable scriptures and prayers. Her poetry explores
diverse topics such as the streams of life that constantly flow, the catastrophic storms that God leads us through, the divine treasure found on
a walk, the awesome power of the Lord, and the constant reminders that
God is always here.
Rivers of Love shares poetry, prayers, scripture, and artwork that leads
believers on an incredible spiritual journey to reawaken and strengthen
their faith in Jesus Christ.
Artwork & Books will be available for sale at this event. You may purchase the book ahead of time if you wish from Archway Publishing online at www.archwaypublishing.com
Light refreshments will be served.

In memory of Pastor Huth
By Suzanne Dahl
By Mary Jensen
By The Schneider Family
By Karen Bradshaw & Family
By Deborah Price & Family
In memory of Bruce Chapman
By Rita Chapman

The Support Ministries Committee would like to thank everyone
for your generosity by purchasing school supplies for the children in
need at CAM. We also received several monetary donations totaling
$300 which allowed the purchase of many additional supplies. The
need has been great this year. All children love going back to school
with new school supplies.
Also thank you for your donations of socks and undies for the
NEISD Clothes Closet. This cause
helps children in need of clothing for
the upcoming school year.
Your outreach to the children
and their families reflect that you are
willing to share God’s love to our
neighbors in need. Thanks to you
again for being a blessing to others as
you have been blessed.

upport Ministries
Summer Focus

- Support Ministries Committee
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WORSHIP NEWS

The Worship and Music Ministry Team will meet
on Saturday, September 11 via Zoom at 10:00.
The Team has opted to continue meeting on
Zoom because it is more convenient for everyone on a Saturday morning. (This is evidence of
becoming a hybrid church.)
The Worship and Music Ministry Team
has planned several special Sundays for the
fall. In September, in place of a Rally Sunday,
we will observe “New Beginnings” on September 12 during morning worship at 10:00. For two
years in a row we have missed gathering in person for Easter worship; on the 12th we will celebrate Easter, reading the scripture lessons for
that day and singing Easter hymns.

Techies
We need volunteers to
take a turn running the camera
during worship on Sunday
mornings. It’s not hard. Someone will show you what to do.
Would you be willing to help?
Please think about it, pray about
it, and if you’re ready to step up,
let Denice Hoggatt know. Thank
you.
**Please note that without
enough volunteers there may be
weeks that we are unable to
livestream and/or record the
service.

Online Friends
If you join us online
for worship, to read the
newsletter, or for anything
else, please tell us something about yourself. You
can make comments on the
Facebook livestream feed, or
send an email to Pastor Kris
at krishill22@hotmail.com.
We’d love to hear from you.

Worship Protocol: As of mid August, those worshiping in person at
Shepherd King are asked to wear a
facemask during the service. Cases of
COVID have risen dramatically due,
mostly, to the high numbers of unvaccinated people and the potency of the
Delta variant. Hospitals are being overwhelmed with patients; children are at greater risk than with
other strains of the virus, and those under twelve cannot get the
vaccine. Please be mindful of your neighbors who have compromised immune systems or who are young and cannot be
vaccinated and wear your mask in the building.
We also continue to practice social distancing inside.
Since we live in South Texas where it is warm much of the
year, we are able to go outside after worship and can visit without masks there. But as long as we are indoors, please do wear
a mask. One of these days we’ll be able to return to our more
usual practices of gathering at the communion rail for Holy
Communion. For now, pre-packaged communion wafers and
wine or juice will be in the narthex for you to pick up. Please
note that there are three types of communion packets in the
narthex: wafer and wine, gluten-free wafer and wine, and wafer
and grape juice. Make your choice carefully. Thank you.

Like us on Facebook!
Services streamed live
at 10 AM Sundays!
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FINANCIAL HEALTH OF THE CHURCH

Stewardship thoughts – using the gifts God has given us, wisely and for good.
To be a good steward you have to recognize your relationship to the things that you have. When
you think of the possessions you have as your own and that no one will dictate to you how to handle
them or use them, then you do not have the mindset of a good steward. The proper relationship to things
is to understand that everything belongs to God and that you have been given them to manage on God’s
behalf. Make God and His will first priority in your life and He will supply the needs you have.
https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/christian-stewardship-advice-7-tips-forhandling-money/

How to Contribute and Participate:
Contributions and offerings can be made
payable to Shepherd King Lutheran Church and
mailed to 303 West Ramsey Road, San Antonio,
Texas, 78216 and through our website
www.sklcsa.org under the “donate” tab. We welcome everyone to participate in Sunday worship
(Sundays, 10:00 am central time), Mid-Week Bible
Study, Getting Along in Years - conversations
about aging well, and Shepherd King Book Discussions. If you are interested in any of this, if you
have a prayer request, or if wish to talk to the pastor, please contact Shepherd King at 210-3445881. Thank you.

Financial Health through July 31, 2021
Contributions Income for JUNE:
(Budget Required for JULY: $23,440.00)
Miscellaneous Income for JULY:
MIF Loan Repayment From Donations
RC Academy: Bldg Use JULY:

$ 20,499.00
500.00
25.00
-

TOTAL INCOME TO OPERATIONS JULY: $ 21,024.00
TOTAL EXPENSES FOR JULY:
TOTAL INCOME LESS OPERATING
EXPENSES JULY:

17,893.11

$

3,130.89
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From the Council President
Help Wanted: Volunteers for Camera and the Sound System.
Looking for volunteers to help on a rotational basis. Training will be
provided. Call the church office.

Help Wanted: Volunteers to deliver communion to our shut-in
members. Looking for volunteers to deliver communion to our shut-in
members in their homes once a month. This ministry was suspended
due to COVID and will need volunteers to be able to reinstate. Training
provided. Call the church office.

Items Wanted: New or Used Yardwork Equipment. A recent break-in at the garage has
depleted our lawn mower, string trimmer, leaf blower and tool inventory. If you have any
spare(s) to donate or if you would like to make a monetary donation so that new equipment
may be purchased, please call the church office.

Roof/MIF Fund: Council voted and we paid off the roof loan using the parking lot money
that we received several years ago when a nearby company rented our parking lot (Special
Funds – parking lot). It will save us interest and is the only “outstanding” loan we have.
Individual Email Accounts for Church Staff: Everyone needs to
“edit” their contacts and make note of the new email address for
church staff. New email addresses are as follows:
Shepherd King Lutheran Church Office: info@sklcsa.org
Kris Franke Hill, STM, Pastor: pastor@sklcsa.org
Courtney Classen, Church Secretary: courtney@sklcsa.org
Paula Kummer, Director of Music: paula@sklcsa.org
Jana Dudding, Bookkeeper: bookkeeping@sklcsa.org
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The Ladies Corner
This month we are concluding our Bible Study: Liberation is for Everyone. Session 1 explored God’s Gift of
Wisdom. Jesus promised that the Spirit of Wisdom would
guide us into Truth which we explored in Session 2. Our discussion led us into realizing that sometimes we are reluctant
to accept the Truth. And this month we study Hope. We will
ask: What is hope? Why is it important? Where does it come
from? Our Study encourages us to think about how we hope
when it is most difficult.
In the Fall we will begin 3 sessions on The gift of the Spirit. I
am praying for wisdom to lead you in new ways to make our discussions more thoughtful as we bring our experiences and feelings to
share with others.
I pray that you are doing well and not losing hope. We hope
to see you in person as we gather in our beautiful sanctuary on Sunday mornings. Keep in touch and know how much you are loved.
Shirley Hormuth
Coordinator, Shepherd King Women of the ELCA

September 15
Esther Grindle

September 2
Sara West

September 17
Gary Noecker

September 3
Lupe Clark
Curtis Classen
September 5
Norbert Schneider
September 7
Nathan Colvin

September 18
Denise Echigo
Zona LaField
September 21
Chase Surma
September 24
Isyss Gutierrez
Laura Wang

September 8
Ted Grill
September 12
Beverly Blackburn
William Taylor
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September 25
Dorothy Steenken
September 28
David Wang

Music Ministry Newsletter - September 2021
“Commit everything you do to the Lord.
Trust him, and He will help you.” Psalm 37:5 NLT
I have to confess - when it comes to schedules and planning, I can be quite the fanatic. I am
literally the “Queen of the To Do Lists”! Often I am over-whelmed by the number of items I aspire to complete in a single day, and more often than not, the title of my list changes from To
Do Today to To Do This Week. By allowing myself more time, I am able to include time for reflection, Bible Study, and relaxation in my schedule. Stephen Covey gives this advice-“Don’t
prioritize your schedule. Schedule your priorities.” (quotemaster.org) I love scratching off the
tasks I have accomplished, but in all my “busyness” I must remember to ask myself if I have
done all that God has set before me to do. My cousin, Danielle Palmer, posted recently that
we should also ask ourselves the following - “Have you been a good steward of your time and
of the gifts God has given you? Have you allowed His joy to be yours?”
With those questions in mind, I am excited to share some music opportunities for you to consider in the coming months!
On August 24th at 5:15 pm, the SKLC Hand Bells will be back in the Sanctuary for
their Tuesday rehearsals. The group rehearses 2 - 3 times a month and plays during
Worship at least once a month. Even if you have never played bells, we invite you to
join us. There’s lots of fun and fellowship going on as we rehearse our musical selections!
The SKLC Choir will be meeting on Tuesday, September 7th at 7 pm to discuss
schedules and the Choir’s role in Worship in the coming months. Due to COVID19, we have not met as a group for a really long time. I am looking forward to seeing
you and hearing your input and your voices!
One Voice continues to meet on Wednesday evenings at 6pm.
We have recently been invited to bring “Root Beer and Hymns” to Zion Lutheran’s Zion
Zippers’ Potluck Dinner on October 11th. If you are interested in attending, please contact me for the evening’s details.
And here’s the most exciting news! You will have a double opportunity to participate in Advent and Christmas music in December. We will be joining Ebenezer Lutheran, Maxwell, in the presentation of Heaven Has Come on December 5th in Maxwell and December 12th at SKLC. There will be 5 SKLC rehearsals after worship on Sundays in the
coming months and one Dress Rehearsal in December. The first SKLC rehearsal will
be on Sunday, September 12th where you will receive your music and practice CD. For
more information and to reserve your music, please contact me at 210-771-5088.
We will also be rehearsing Christmas carols for Lessons and Carols to be presented on
Sunday, December 19th during Worship. Rehearsals for this music will be during
SKLC Choir rehearsals and during the Heaven Has Come SKLC rehearsals.
I hope you will consider joining us for one or both of these Advent
presentations!
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIV
Praying you will include music in your “To Do Lists,”
Paula Kummer
SKLC Music Director
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
30
31
1
2
3
8:00 AM - 3:00 9:30 AM
6:00 PM One 8:00 AM - 3:00
PM RC
Quilters Group Voice
PM RC
Academy
Academy

Friday

Saturday

4

5
CAM COLLECTION
10:00 AM In-Person
Worship & Communion
(FB Live)

6
Labor Day Office Closed

7
8
9:30 AM 6:00 PM One
11:00 AM
Voice
Quilters Group
5:15 PM Hand
Bell Rehearsal
7:00 PM Choir
Organizational
Mtg.

12
10:00 AM In-Person
Worship & Communion
(FB Live)
11:15 AM Heaven Has
Come Practice
1:00 PM Confirmation
Class

13
"Staff"
Deadline
8:00 AM - 3:00
PM RC
Academy

14
9:30 AM 11:00 AM
Quilters Group
5:15 PM Hand
Bell Rehearsal
7:30 PM Book
Discussion

19
10:00 AM In-Person
Worship & Communion
(FB Live)
1:00 PM Confirmation
Class

20
8:00 AM - 3:00
PM RC
Academy

21
22
9:00 AM Early 6:00 PM One
Men's
Voice
Breakfast @
Embassy
Magnolia
Pancake House
9:30 AM 11:00 AM
Quilters Group
5:15 PM Hand
Bell Rehearsal
7:00 PM
Church Council
(In Person)

23
24
8:00 AM - 3:00
PM RC
Academy

25
2:00 PM - 5:00
PM Book
Signing/Art
Sale

26
27
10:00 AM In-Person
8:00 AM - 3:00
Worship & Communion PM RC
(FB Live)
Academy
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM Book 7:00 PM
Signing/Art Sale
Rachel Circle

28
29
9:30 AM 6:00 PM One
11:00 AM
Voice
Quilters Group
5:15 PM Hand
Bell Rehearsal

30
1
8:00 AM - 3:00
PM RC
Academy

2

9
10
8:00 AM - 3:00
PM RC
Academy

15
16
17
5:00 PM 8:00 AM - 3:00
10:00 PM
PM RC
Private Rental - Academy
Fellowship Hall
6:00 PM One
Voice

9

11
10:00 AM
Worship &
Music Ministry
Team (ZOOM)

18

10

Lupe Clark

USHERS

Denice Hoggatt

Denice Hoggatt

Don Hill

Sept 26 Gary Clements

Lavelle Brown

Courtney Classen

Jorie Hughes

Lavelle Brown

CAMERA

Jorie Hughes

LAY ASSISTANT

Sept 19 Robert Holm

Sept 12 Donnie Hormuth

Sept 5

DATE

SEPTEMBER 2021 WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

Sue Hansmire

Kathy Gerloff

Mary Ridgeway
Gail Wenzel

Jana Gosvig
Karen Keener

ALTAR GUILD

Shepherd King Lutheran Church
303 West Ramsey Road
San Antonio, TX 78216
Website: www.sklcsa.org
E-mail: info@sklcsa.org
Phone: 210-344-5881

OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday 9 AM to 4 PM
Closed between 12—1:30 PM for lunch
Pastor’s Hours typically 9 AM—2 PM

Items for THE STAFF are
due to the office no later
than the second Monday of
each month.

Office Closed
Monday, September 6, 2021

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

COMMITTEES:

AD HOC COMMITTEES:

PRESIDENT:
Shirley Hormuth

FELLOWSHIP:
Vacant

BANNER MINISTRY:
Lavelle Brown

VICE PRESIDENT:
Gary Clements

SUPPORT MINISTRIES:
Linda Hansen

PERSONNEL:

TREASURER:
Carol Stobb

WORSHIP:
Vacant

PROPERTY:
Melvin Gerloff

SECRETARY:
Jorie Hughes
MEMBER-AT-LARGE:
Sue Hansmire
Denice Hoggatt
Robert Holm
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