
Service of Holy Communion   
August 8, 2021 10th  Sunday after Pentecost 

          
 
WELCOME     
         
PRELUDE   
 “Nobody Loves Me Like You”  Ed & Scott Cash    One Voice 
 
The assembly stands. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 

mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of 
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG     “I Stand Amazed (How Marvelous)” 
Verse 1 
I stand amazed in the presence 
Of Jesus the Nazarene 
And wonder how He could love me 
A sinner condemned unclean 
 

Chorus 
(Singin') (Ev'rybody singin') 
How marvelous how wonderful 
And my song shall ever be 
How marvelous how wonderful 
Is my Savior's love for me 
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Verse 2 
He took my sins and my sorrows 
He made them His very own 
(And) He bore the burden to Calvary 
And suffered and died alone 
(Chorus) 
 

Verse 3 
And with the ransomed in glory 
His face I at last shall see 
It will be my joy through the ages 
To sing of His love for me 
(Chorus) 
 

CCLI Song # 4674207  Charles Hutchinson Gabriel | Chris Tomlin  CCLI License # 11534117 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



3 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread that 
gives life to the world. Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him, 
and that, strengthened by this food, we may live as his body in the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:4-8 
First Kings chapter 18 describes the contest between Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The contest proves 
that the LORD is God, and afterward Elijah orders the killing of the Baal prophets. Angered by the 
deaths of her prophets, Queen Jezebel threatens to kill Elijah. This reading finds Elijah fleeing, fatigued, 
and in utter despair. 
4[Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary 
broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I 
am no better than my ancestors.”5Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. 
Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” 6He looked, and there at 
his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down 
again. 7The angel of the LORD came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, 
otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” 8He got up, and ate and drank; then he went 
in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 34:1-8 
 1I will bless the LORD at all times; 
  the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 
 2I will glory in the LORD; 
  let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
 3Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; 
  let us exalt God’s name together. 
 4I sought the LORD, who answered me 
  and delivered me from all my terrors.   
 5Look upon the LORD and be radiant, 
  and let not your faces be ashamed. 
 6I called in my affliction, and the LORD heard me 
  and saved me from all my troubles. 
 7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear the LORD 
  and delivers them. 
 8Taste and see that the LORD is good; 
  happy are they who take refuge in God!  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:25--5:2 
Christians are called to be imitators of God. This does not mean Christians are perfect. Rather, the 
Spirit is at work in our lives so that our actions and attitudes genuinely reflect the love and forgiveness 
we have received through Christ and his death. 
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25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we 
are members of one another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 
anger, 27and do not make room for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them 
labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the 
needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as 
there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31Put 
away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all 
malice, 32and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
has forgiven you. 5:1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

“Sing Alleluia”    
Sing Alleluia to the Lord. Sing Alleluia to the Lord.  

Sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia to the Lord. (repeat)  
 
GOSPEL READING: John 6:35, 41-51 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the sixth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
After feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus teaches them regarding the true 
significance of this remarkable sign. 
35Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 41Then the Jews (his fellow citizens) 
began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven.” 42They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother 
we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, 
“Do not complain among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father 
who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. 45It is written in the prophets, ‘And 
they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes 
to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen 
the Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of 
life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread that 
comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will 
give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
SERMON      
 It’s natural to be skeptical. In fact, it seems human beings are, generally speaking, 
either skeptical or naïve. I know that’s true for me. When I was about 12 and my best friend 
told me if you planted the stick from a sucker you had eaten, a new sucker would grow – I 
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was very skeptical. She liked pulling tricks on me, and that idea sounded preposterous. But 
she insisted, so we each planted a used lollipop stick in the dirt. The next day we went to 
check and, sure enough, she pulled a new sucker out of the dirt. Mine had not grown, of 
course. But there she was, holding a lollipop that even had plastic wrap on it. I stood there 
staring at that lollipop, almost naïve enough to believe her, because it seemed she had proof. 
Sometimes, it’s hard to know what is real, isn’t it?  
 Jesus, on the far side of the sea of Galilee, fed 5000 people with five small loaves of 
bread and two fish. Then he and the disciples crossed to the other side of the sea of Galilee 
and landed in Capernaum. Some of the people he had fed, followed him. There in 
Capernaum, they began a discussion about who Jesus was and what it meant that he had fed 
all of them. Other people, local people, had gathered by this time. Jesus said, “I am the bread 
of life that came down from heaven.” Some of his neighbors, his fellow citizens, people who’d 
known him a long time, were skeptical. “This is Jesus, Joseph’s son,” they said. “What does 
he mean by saying ‘I have come down from heaven?’” 
 You’d be skeptical, too, wouldn’t you? I would. If my friend, or my neighbor, or one of 
my sisters said, “I am sent from heaven,” I would think, “What have you been smoking?” I’d 
be offended. If one of them said, “I am the bread of life,” I’d say, “What are you talking about? 
Maybe I’m the bread of life.” Such an assertion is offensive.  The whole thing reminds me of 

the story of Joseph and his eleven brothers in the Old Testament. Do you remember that 
story? 
 Joseph was the second to the youngest of twelve brothers. He was his father’s favorite, 
and he knew it. That was enough to make his brothers dislike him, but then Jacob, their 
father, made a special coat for Joseph. Whenever Joseph wore it, the brothers were 
reminded how their father favored their younger brother. They began to despise him.  
 As if that weren’t enough, Joseph had a couple of dreams. In those dreams, he was 
raised up and his brothers and his father and mother bowed down to him. When he told his 
brothers about his dreams, they were furious.  Even his father, who loved him so, scolded him 
for telling tall tales.  Honestly, Joseph was kind of a jerk as a young man.  
 But when they all grew up, after a lot of other stuff happened like Joseph being sold as 
a slave and brought to Egypt, he did rise to great power and his brothers did bow down to 
him. By then he had suffered and learned and become less arrogant, as had his brothers, and 
they reconciled to one another. But his dreams came true. Pesky little Joseph was God’s 
chosen one. Jesus, the boy next door, whose father and mother we know, was God’s chosen 
one.  I’ll be darned. 

What do we do when God’s choice offends us? When God’s truth, or the path God 
leads us down, seems wrong or unfair? Do we reject it? Do we seethe with anger? Or can we 
set aside our resentment long enough to receive the blessing God is giving us?  

“I am the bread of life,” Jesus said – Jesus the Jewish kid from Nazareth, the son of 
Mary and Joseph. “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me 
will never be thirsty.” That’s an audacious thing to claim, isn’t it? 
 We are accomplished skeptics in our day. We’re skeptical of history – the Alamo, was it 
heroic or foolish? Slavery – was it an important and tragic part of our past, or a minor error of 
long ago? We’re skeptical of science – is COVID real or a hoax? Is the vaccine safe? Does it 
work? What about climate change – is that real, and if so, are we to blame or is it simply 
nature? We’re skeptical of things we’ve seen with our own eyes – people argue that the moon 
landing didn’t really happen, that airplanes didn’t crash into the world trade center towers on 
9-11… we invent crazy theories so we don’t have to believe what is right in front of us. (We’re 



6 
 

probably all nodding our heads right now, yet we’d undoubtedly disagree about what those 
things are.)  
 What is real?  How can we know?  We hear things on the news that are well 
researched, but if we go to the internet we’d find the opposite that is also, supposedly, well 
researched. What should we believe?  Can we know anything is true? 

“That’s Joseph’s boy. How can he now say ‘I have come down from heaven’?”  It’s 
human nature to be skeptical; it’s hard to cross over into faith, into trusting the promises of 
God, unlikely as they often sound. “I am the bread of life…whoever eats of this bread will live 
forever… and the bread that I give for the life of the world is my flesh.”   
 Of all the things there are to believe in… somehow we believe that this wafer, which 
can get stuck to the roof of your mouth – we believe this is Jesus’ body, given so we may 
have life now and life everlasting. Honestly, it doesn’t make much more sense than believing 
you can bury this used lollipop stick in the ground and a new lollipop will grow. No matter how 
much someone tells you that’s true, it isn’t going to happen. But this… this is the body of 
Christ, broken on your behalf, given to feed you with forgiveness, acceptance, love, 
encouragement, the ability to trust God, and the faith to keep going.  
 We’ve all stood at the graveside of loved ones. We’ve seen their casket lowered into 
the ground, or their urn locked into a vault. Once they’ve died, they’re gone. They do not 
come back again. Even so, we trust Jesus when he says, “I will raise you up on the last day.” 
Without evidence to support us, we believe, because faith is the “assurance of things hoped 
for, and the conviction of things not seen.”  
 It’s hard to choose faith over skepticism. Skepticism seems so much more logical, more 
rational. But we have, each of us, encountered Jesus, one way or another, so that we know 
his Word is real, his Truth is true, his Life is life that endures forever. It doesn’t look like much, 
this little bite of bread; maybe Jesus – in his body – didn’t look terribly special either. But he is 
the bread of heaven come down to give life to the whole world.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW 485  “I Am the Bread of Life” 

1 "I am the Bread of life. 
 You who come to me shall not hunger, 
 and who believe in me shall not thirst. 
 No one can come to me unless the Father beckons." 
 

Refrain 
 "And I will raise you up, 
 and I will raise you up, 
 and I will raise you up on the last day." 
 

2 "The bread that I will give 
 is my flesh for the life of the world, 
 and if you eat of this bread, 
 you shall live forever, you shall live forever."  Refrain 
 

3 "Unless you eat 
 of the flesh of the Son of Man 
 and drink of his blood, 
 and drink of his blood, 
 you shall not have life within you."  Refrain 
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Text: Suzanne Toolan, RSM, b. 1927, based on John 6 

Text © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 
The assembly stands. 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 
     A brief silence. 
For the church of Christ in all its diverse forms. For mission developers, new mission starts, 
and all communities of faith exploring new models of ministry for the sake of the gospel. For 
congregations facing difficult decisions about their future. God, in your mercy,   hear our 
prayer. 
 
For the health and well-being of creation. For shade trees that provide refuge from the hot 
summer sun. For lakes, rivers, and oceans contaminated by pollution and all who lack clean 
water. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For those called to positions of authority in our legal system, we pray. For judges, lawyers, 
law clerks, and court employees who ensure the fair administration of justice. For corrections 
officers and prison chaplains, that they would deal mercifully with those who are incarcerated. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For all who cry out to you in their affliction. For exiles, refugees, and others who face long and 
difficult journeys, uncertain about the future. For all who mourn the death of a loved one. For 
all who are sick. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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For this assembly gathered around your table, we pray. For those among us who bake bread 
and prepare the vessels for our communion celebration. For those who bring the food from 
this table to those who are homebound or hospitalized. God, in your mercy,    hear our 
prayer. 
 
For those we hold in our hearts, and the cares we name before you now…  
 
  
God, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. If you wish to give 
to Shepherd King, there is a donate button on our website - www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
 

(Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Mighty God, throughout the ages you have delivered your people from evil and death. 
Be at our table now to deliver us from our wrongs, our troubles, and our pain. Pour out your 
Spirit on us; fill us with fire and holy breath. Put your word on our lips that we may prophesy; 
give us visions and dreams of your Church and your world made new. For Jesus’ sake, 
satisfy our hunger for truth and justice, for mercy and loving-kindness, and for unity over 
division, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you 
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your 
name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
We’re glad you’re worshiping with us today, whether in person, online, or at home. If you need 
a prayer or a listening ear, you can reach us at 210-344-5881. 
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN     “All The People Said Amen” 
Verse 1 
You are not alone if you are lonely 
When you feel afraid you're not the only 
We are all the same in need of mercy 
To be forgiven and be free 
It's all you got to lean on 
But thank God it's all you need 
 
Chorus  
And all the people said amen whoa 
And all the people said amen 
Give thanks to the Lord for His love never ends 
And all the people said amen 
 
Verse 2 
If you're rich or poor well it don't matter 
Weak or strong you know love is what we're after 
We're all broken but we're all in this together 
God knows we stumble and fall 
And He so loved the world 
He sent His son to save us all 
(Chorus) 
 
Bridge 
Blessed are the poor in spirit who are torn apart 
Blessed are the persecuted and the pure in heart 
Blessed are the people hungry for another start 
For theirs is the kingdom the kingdom of God 
 
Chorus (x2) 
 
CCLI Song # 6518275   Matt Maher | Paul Moak | Trevor Morgan  CCLI License # 11534117 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE           One Voice 
 Reprise of “All the People Said Amen”  Matt Maher, Paul Moak, Trevor Morgan 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS018007.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright 
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
"Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 
 #A-715748. All rights reserved.”  
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We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
Prayer concerns this week: 
 
 
 


