
Service of Holy Communion   
August 29, 2021 14th  Sunday after Pentecost 

          
WELCOME       
 
PRELUDE           Organ, Dr. Diane Persellin 
 “We Thy People Praise Thee”  Johannes Brahms 
 
The assembly stands. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 

mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of 
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG     ELW 527 “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now; 
 our hearts in true devotion bow. 
 Your Spirit send with light divine, 
 and let your truth within us shine. 
 
2 Unseal our lips to sing your praise 
 in endless hymns through all our days; 
 increase our faith and light our minds; 
 and set us free from doubt that blinds. 
 
3 Then shall we join the hosts that cry, 
 "O holy, holy Lord Most High!" 
 And in the light of that blest place 
 we then shall see you face to face. 
 
Text: attr. Wilhelm II, 1598-1662; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all 
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from 
within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
 
 
 



THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the covenant. 
Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from it. The Israelites 
are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s children. 
1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, 
so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is 
giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything 
from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you. 
  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the 
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise 
and discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our 
God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as 
just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 
  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your 
eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known 
to your children and your children’s children. 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 15 
1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart; 
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear  

the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their  

word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes  

against the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
 
SECOND READING: James 1:17-27 
The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly behavior. 
Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for 
those least able to care for themselves. 
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of 
his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first 
fruits of his creatures. 
  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, 
slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid 
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the 



implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 
  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any 
are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a 
mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were 
like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not 
hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 
  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, 
their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: 
to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the seventh chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people determine what is 
pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a substitute for godly 
words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that 
is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they 
thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat 
anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that 
they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the 
scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but 
eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as 
it is written, 
 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
  but their hearts are far from me; 
 7in vain do they worship me, 



  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 
understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that 
come out are what defile.” 
  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, 
murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, 
folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
SERMON      
 I’ve been attending a series of Hybrid Church webinars organized by our local synod 
and attended by hundreds of people. These webinars, held online, explain how churches can 
gather real communities and do genuine ministry among people, both “on the ground” (that is, 
in person) and online. The key is to engage and interact with people in each medium, rather 
than assuming people online just want to watch whatever you’re doing on the ground. 
 We were told to be active in our online presence, not let our website or Facebook page 
sit for a week, a month, a year without any communication from us. An easy way to interact 
with folks on a website or Facebook page, is with a meme. I would define “meme” for you if I 
could, but I can’t. So I’ll just say, it’s a picture or a drawing of something nice or eye-catching, 
with a quote, that makes you go “ah…,” or  “oh!”  or  “hmmmm,” or maybe “ewww.”  If you 
want to create a meme, you’ll need the right picture, and the right quote.  
 Today’s scripture readings are full of ‘the right quotes.’ Here’s one from James: “Let 
everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger.”  If that was on a meme, people 
would read it, nod their heads, and say “Yeah. That’s good.”  

Here’s another from James, “Be doers of the word, and not merely hearers…”  If you 
saw that on a friend’s Facebook page, you might re-post it on your own.  Jesus, in the gospel 
reading, has a good, pithy saying, too: “This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts 
are far from me.”   There’s some food for thought. 
 We know lots of sayings like this that advise us how to live well. “A penny saved is a 
penny earned.” “Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.”  If you’re online, write some of 
your favorites in the comments section. Here’s one I often heard as a child, “If you can’t say 
something nice don’t say anything at all.”  What about you?  
 The reading from James mentions looking in a mirror. It says people who hear God’s 
word but do not keep it, are like someone who looks in a mirror. As soon as they walk away, 
they forget what they look like. In other words, they see a meme on Facebook that says, “Be 
soft, do not let the world make you hard,” and think, “That’s great,” then swipe down the page, 
and immediately forget what they’ve read.  It’s so easy to do.  
 We hear God’s word call us beloved, and we’re moved. The great and mighty God 
loves us with an immeasurable, unending love!  But somewhere inside, we wonder if maybe 
that’s only true for other people, not me.  We come to worship and are bathed in the pure 
goodness of God’s presence; it lifts our spirits. Later that day we think, “It was just the music, 
or the friendly people, or going to lunch afterwards that made me feel so good.”  
 Or we hear God’s word and assume it’s aimed at someone else. In today’s gospel 
reading, Jesus tells the Pharisees, “This people honors me with their lips but their hearts are 
far from me.” Because of the context, where Jesus scolds people who were not among his 



followers, we might think his message is for other people. It’s for those who’ve fallen away 
from church, or those say they believe but don’t live like it.  
 But, the Pharisees – the people Jesus was addressing – were the “good church people” 
of that day. They were us, doing things the right way, following the rules, and annoyed when 
other people didn’t do faith correctly. So Jesus actually was speaking to us when he said, “Be 
careful that you’re not worshiping me only with your mouths, but from your hearts.” 
  “Be doers of the word,” says the letter of James, “and not merely hearers…” That’s who 
we intend to be. We mean to be doers, and not just hearers. We want God’s word to live 
inside us, to shape us and our communities into the form God has in mind. But how does that 
come about? How can we move past being mere hearers and become people who live in, 
and act from the heart of God’s Word? 
 A pastor told this story of her three year old son going for his first  haircut. At the 
barbershop, the sight and sound of the electric razor scared  him.  The whole family was 
nervous. He sat stiffly in the big chair, his lips trembling, and tears gathering in  his  eyes.  His 
Mom and Dad held their breaths. But the barber was an old hand at this.  As he started to clip 
the child’s hair, he met the boy’s eyes in the mirror.   

Softly,  he said, “My  boy,  I  think  you’re  a  baseball  player.  In  fact,  I  think  you’re  a  
fine  baseball  player.  Why, I  bet  you  can  hit  that  ball  a  mile!  You  can  do  that,  can’t  
you  Charlie;  you  can  hit  that  ball  a  mile.”    Listening  to  the  barber  and  watching  locks 
of his  hair fall,  the boy saw himself anew.   He  wasn’t   a  scared  little  boy  any  more,  he  
was  a  baseball  player;  he  could  hit  the  ball  a  mile!   His  tears  dried,  and  the  boy  sat  
tall and unafraid. 
 That’s  how  God’s  shapes  us, too.   God meets our eyes in the  mirror of God’s word 
and speaks.  Pointing  to us  God  says,  “I see you, and you  matter  to  me  -  your  hopes,  
your  struggles,  your  dreams,  your  pain.  I’m  here.  I  love  you.  I  love all the  people  
around you.  I’m  sending  you  to  show them  my  love.  It’s  a  big  job,  but  I  see  what’s  
inside  you,  and  I  know  you  can  do  it.”    

We  need  to  hear  that  message, see it reflected back to us in the eyes of Love,  so it 
can  ward  off  our  doubts, our self-criticism, and our judgment of others  as  we  grow into 
the way of Jesus.   If I  look  into  a  mirror  by  myself,  I  see  everything I’m not, and worry 
about everything I haven’t done. I don’t  feel particularly capable or worthy. 

God sees us differently. God’s word enables us to see ourselves and the world around 
us, differently.  It reflects the true picture of who we are (cherished and able) and of who we 
are becoming by God’s grace: people who are generous and kind, people who seek truth, 
people who don’t judge, people with hope, people who love Jesus and pray to be like him 
more and more each day.   

Look, and believe what you see in the mirror that is God’s word. You are a child of God, 
dearly loved. You are a servant of Christ, a messenger of hope, a blessing from God to your 
neighbors, as they are a blessing to you. Your life matters. God is working through you, 
through me, to relieve pain and sorrow and brokenness in the world. Hear God’s word. Listen 
to it again and again and again until it floods your heart and seeps into your bones. And God 
will make you an instrument of his grace. 
    

HYMN OF THE DAY      ELW 772 “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”  
1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
 to keep his statutes still! 
 Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
 to know and do his will! 



 
2 Order my footsteps by your word 
 and make my heart sincere; 
 let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
 but keep my conscience clear. 
 
3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 
 a stricter watch to keep; 
 and should I e'er forget your way, 
 restore your wand'ring sheep. 
 
4 Make me to walk in your commands, 
 'tis a delightful road; 
 nor let my head or heart or hands 
 offend against my God. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

 
  
The assembly stands. 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
     A brief silence. 
We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your presence. Fill it with 
pastors, deacons, and leaders who echo your expansive and generous welcome. Lord, in 
your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 



We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat and resources to 
thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened habitats and ensure a sustainable future 
for generations to come. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for individuals in positions of authority, President Biden, Governor Abbott, and Mayor 
Nurenburg. Raise up wise and discerning leaders in federal, state, and local governments and 
guide them to seek the benefit of every person. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are unemployed, 
underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter, clothes, and stability for daily 
life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school year. Empower 
teachers and school administrators. Guide students in their learning and development. 
Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who provide encouragement and love. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God with our heart. 
Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, trusting that we will be united with them in 
glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We raise the prayers of this gathered people… 
 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. If you wish to give 
to Shepherd King, there is a donate button on our website - www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/


OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
(Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Mighty God, throughout the ages you have delivered your people from evil and death. 

Be at our table now to deliver us from our wrongs, our troubles, and our pain. Pour out your 
Spirit on us; fill us with fire and holy breath. Put your word on our lips that we may prophesy; 
give us visions and dreams of your Church and your world made new. For Jesus’ sake, 
satisfy our hunger for truth and justice, for mercy and loving-kindness, and for unity over 
division, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you 
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your 
name we pray. 
Amen. 
 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Happy 95th birthday to Bonnie Hughes. You get younger every year! 
 
Confirmation Students and their parents are meeting at Hope, for pizza and planning, today 
right after worship, at about 11:15. You can follow me if you don’t know the way. 
 
There’s a staff meeting tomorrow morning at 11:00.  
 
We’re going to celebrate Easter in two weeks, on Sunday, September 12th. For the last two 
years we have not been able to worship in person on Easter Sunday, so we’re going to do 
that on September 12th. Please join us, either on the ground or online, for Easter songs and 
hymns, and the Easter scripture readings.  
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. Please call us at 210-344-5881, if you’re in 
need of prayer, a listening ear, or anything else. 
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN    ELW 824  “This Is My Father's World” 

1 This is my Father's world, 
 and to my list'ning ears 
 all nature sings, and round me rings 
 the music of the spheres. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 I rest me in the thought 
 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
 his hand the wonders wrought. 
 
2 This is my Father's world; 
 the birds their carols raise; 
 the morning light, the lily white, 
 declare their maker's praise. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 he shines in all that's fair. 
 In the rustling grass I hear him pass; 
 he speaks to me ev'rywhere. 
 
3 This is my Father's world; 
 oh, let me not forget 
 that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
 God is the ruler yet. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 why should my heart be sad? 



 The Lord is king, let heaven ring; 
 God reigns, let earth be glad! 
 
Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE         Organ, Dr. Diane Persellin 
 “Hymn to Joy”    Beethoven   arr . Paul Manz 
 
 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS018007.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright 
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
"Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 
 #A-715748. All rights reserved.”  
 
 

We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
Prayer concerns this week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


