
Service of Holy Communion   
August 22, 2021 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

          

WELCOME       
         
PRELUDE   

Grace Flows Down    David Bell, Louie Giglio, Rod Padgett  
 
The assembly stands. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of 

miracles, the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to 
share. We question your ways when they differ from the ways of the 
world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than 
trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn 
us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of 
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than 

enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG     O Jesus, I Have Promised   v 1, 2, & 4 
1 O Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 remain forever near me, 
 my master and my friend. 
 I shall not fear the battle 
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 if you are by my side, 
 nor wander from the pathway 
 if you will be my guide. 
 
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; 
 the world is ever near. 
 I see the sights that dazzle, 
 the tempting sounds I hear. 
 My foes are ever near me, 
 around me and within; 
 but, Jesus, then draw nearer 
 to shield my soul from sin. 
 
4 O Jesus, you have promised 
 to all who follow you 
 that where you are in glory 
 your servant shall be too. 
 And Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 oh, give me grace to follow, 
 my master and my friend. 
 
Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt. 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
BLESSING FOR THOSE RETURNING TO SCHOOL  
    We have a lot of people returning to school; some started last Monday; 
others are going back tomorrow. This year will be more like a “normal” 
school year.  
 Last year, and the end of the year before that, much of learning was 
done online. Which is weird for students, teachers, and parents. Everyone 
had to make a huge shift all of a sudden and figure out how to teach, or how 
to pay attention, or what to do with the kids when you had to be at work… It 
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was tough. The pandemic is not over yet, but most of you are returning to 
the classroom.  
 I recently asked parents, students, and teachers two questions: what 
was hardest about school during the pandemic and what are you most 
looking forward to when school starts? I want to share a few of the 
responses with you: 
 A couple of students said not being able to see their friends was 
hardest. 
 A parent said the hardest thing was getting all the assignments to the 
right teachers in the right format and keeping the kids on task.  
 A teacher said mentioned the constant worry about safety and trying to 
stay connected with students online.  
 The best things about going back to school?  
 For one boy it was trying band (and I say a hearty yes to that) 
 For a teacher it was being able to be around colleagues and students 
 And for a parent it was their kids having a more normal school 
experience.  
 So we rejoice this morning with all of you who are heading back to 
school. Would all students, parents of students, and teachers or anyone 
who works at a school please stand for a blessing?  
 
PRAYER 
 Loving God, these folks have struggled through a lot the last couple of 
years. It’s been chaotic, sometimes fun; it’s been frustrating, it’s been eye-
opening, and it’s been tiring. Thank you for bringing them through to this 
day.  Bless them now as the children and teachers return to the classroom. 
In the midst of the Delta strain of the COVID virus, keep them safe. Keep all 
their classmates, families, and fellow teachers safe. Open the students’ 
minds to learn, and the teachers’ abilities to reach them with knowledge and 
enthusiasm. We send them with your Holy Spirit, confident in your abiding 
care, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct 
our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is 
false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
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The assembly is seated. 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes 
relationships and is the primary word used to characterize the relationship between 
God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua 
calls upon the people to respond. 
1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned 
the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they 
presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the 
people, 14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River 
and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve 
the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites 
in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve 
the LORD.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake 
the LORD to serve other gods; 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us 
and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 
and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the 
way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we 
passed; 18and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites 
who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our 
God.” 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 34:15-22 
 15The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, 
  and God’s ears are open to their cry. 
 16The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 
  to erase the remembrance of them from the earth. 
 17The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them 
  and delivers them from all their troubles. 
 18The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 
  and saves those whose spirits are crushed.  
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 19Many are the troubles of the righteous, 
  but the LORD delivers them from every one. 
 20God will keep safe all their bones; 
  not one of them shall be broken. 
 21Evil will bring death to the wicked 
  and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 
 22O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants, 
  and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10-20 
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by 
calling on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full 
armor of God includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and 
the word of God inspired by the Spirit. 
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole 
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be 
able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand 
firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and 
put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on 
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of 
these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the 
flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray 
also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make 
known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
The assembly stands. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
“Sing Alleluia”    

Sing Alleluia to the Lord. Sing Alleluia to the Lord.  
Sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia to the Lord. (repeat)  

 
GOSPEL: John 6:56-69 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the sixth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must 
eat his flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know 
something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows 
something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important 
question: “To whom shall we go?” 
[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, 
and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the 
Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that 
came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they 
died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these 
things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is 
difficult; who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were 
complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if 
you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is 
the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not believe.” 
For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and 
who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this reason I 
have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the 
Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went 
about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go 
away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have 
the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are 
the Holy One of God.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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SERMON      
 We’ve come to the great crescendo of chapter 6 in John’s Gospel. For 
five weeks, now, we’ve been in John 6, dealing with bread. First, we saw 
Jesus feed 5000 hungry people with five loaves and two fish; then we heard 
him tell fellow citizens and local religious leaders that he is the bread of life 
come down from heaven.  

There was debate about what that meant. Some in the crowd were his 
neighbors. They’d known him since he was a boy; they knew his Mom and 
Dad. How could Jesus say he’d come from heaven? When they pushed him 
on this point, Jesus insisted he was bread and that only those who “ate” him 
would live.  

Still they resisted his message, so Jesus made it even clearer.  He 
said, “Unless you chew and swallow my flesh and drink my blood, you have 
no life within you.” He really meant it. Half measures were not acceptable. 
People had to completely join in with him, give their whole selves to him, 
and receive him with open hearts, or forget it altogether. That was the only 
way.  

This is the crescendo, the pinnacle of what Jesus has been saying 
since feeding those 5000 people with five loaves and two fish. At this point 
there’s only one choice to be made – either continue going with Jesus, or 
leave him. 
 I am reminded of a hymn from the old, red Lutheran Service Book and 
Hymnal, published in 1958. The words and tune together are stirring. They 
seem to say that we have one chance to choose to follow Jesus, and it’s a 
glorious thing if you get it right.  My own experience is that we have many 
chances to choose; sometimes we do okay and often times we fail 
miserably.  
 But the hymn is great. It’s first verse says, “Once to every man and 
nation comes the moment to decide, in the strife of truth with falsehood, for 
the good or evil side; some great cause, God’s new messiah, offering each 
the bloom or blight, and the choice goes by forever, ‘twixt that darkness and 
that light.”  
 In today’s reading from John we heard this: ‘When many of Jesus’ 
disciples heard his words, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult. Who can 
accept it?’...Because of this, many of them turned back and no longer went 
about with him.”   There came a moment to decide. 
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 We get to the great climax of Jesus’ teaching about the bread of 
heaven, the bread which is his body, given for the life of the world, and 
many of his followers are so put off, they turn around and leave. What a sad 
outcome. Jesus must have been disheartened. Which is to say, I would 
have been disheartened. Did they misunderstand what he was saying? Or 
did they understood too well, realizing that Jesus was giving his whole life, 
and that they, as his crew, would be expected to do the same, and the price 
was too high?  It hurts when people who’ve been with you, turn from you 
and go away.  
 Recent days, months – maybe years – have been full of moments to 
decide, decide about truths, about who you will believe, about who is Lord 
and who is not, about what path you will choose instead of another. Some 
turn right, some turn left. People who’d been with you, head off in a different 
direction, and it hurts. All these moments of deciding – what is really going 
on, what’s the best course of action, where we should invest our energy and 
our hope – they pile on us, leaving us bewildered or tired or angry.   It’s 
tough business, deciding, seeing other people decide differently, and 
wondering why they would do that, or if maybe… maybe you, yourself, are 
wrong. 
 In August of 2009, at its Churchwide Assembly, the ELCA voted to 
allow congregations to call and ordain gay and lesbian pastors who are in 
committed, lifelong relationships with people of the same gender. Each 
congregation has the leeway to make up its own mind about this; none are 
forced to call and ordain someone who is gay and married, but none is 
barred from doing so, either.  

That decision was controversial; some congregations opted to leave 
the ELCA and form new synods. Other congregations rejoiced that they 
could call and ordain persons who reflected their worshiping bodies and 
their communities, made up of heterosexuals and gay and lesbian people.  
 A couple years ago, the ELCA declared itself a “sanctuary synod,” 
meaning we are dedicated to working with and advocating for immigrants 
and refugees. We have always been involved in this work, most clearly 
through Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services. Nothing changed 
when we called ourselves a “sanctuary synod;” we were just making known 
the work we’d already been doing. But some people took offense and left.  
 In John 6, it was great when Jesus fed the 5000 with only a few loaves 
of bread. It was interesting, invigorating even, when he engaged in a 
theological debate with his neighbors and the religious leaders about what 
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‘bread from heaven’ might be, and whether he could in some way, be that 
bread from heaven. Then came discussion about their heritage, how Moses 
provided manna in the wilderness, and how that might differ from what 
Jesus was calling ‘bread from heaven.’  

But when Jesus said ‘Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink his blood you have no life in you…” that went too far. Many of his 
followers complained that the teaching was unreasonably difficult, and they 
went away. The huge crowd that had been listening to him, dwindled – like 
here in church, how a Sunday where this place is packed can be followed 
by a tiny turn out the next week. Only there, they saw disgruntled people 
walking away. Jesus turned to the twelve, his closest disciples, and asked 
“What about you? Are you going to go away, too?”  

“Where would we go?” said Peter. “You have the words of eternal life. 
You are the Holy One of God.” And so the twelve and Jesus, and a few 
others, continued with their ministry – going town to town, telling the good 
news of God’s love, healing the sick, welcoming sinners, praying for the 
world, and sharing what food they had. They were fewer in number, maybe 
a little disheartened, but they stayed with Jesus, the Holy One of God.  
 Our lives might feel that way, too – we’re fewer in number, at times 
we’re disheartened, we’re not sure what lies ahead, but we’re sticking with 
Jesus, the Holy One of God.  

That hymn I mentioned earlier, its final verse speaks of times like these 
and gives us hope, saying: 
 “Though the cause of evil prosper, Yet ‘tis truth alone is strong;  
  Though her portion be the scaffold and upon the throne be wrong,  

Yet that scaffold sways the future, and, behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch above his own.” 

 (Once to Every Man and Nation, verses 1 and 4… James Russell Lowell, 
#547, Service Book and Hymnal, Augsburg Publishing House, 1958) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     We Remember You 
Verse 
As we drink this cup 
We worship You 
As we eat this bread 
We honor You 
And we offer You our lives 
As You have offered Yours for us 
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Chorus 1 
We remember all You've done for us 
We remember Your covenant with us 
We remember and worship You O Lord 
 
(Repeat Verse & Chorus 1) 
 
Chorus 2 
We remember all You've done for us 
We remember Your sacrifice for us 
We remember and worship You O Lord 
 
CCLI Song # 120075 
Kirk Dearman 
CCLI License # 11534117 

  
The assembly stands. 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 
     A brief silence. 
God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to 
proclaim the gospel of peace, and strengthen them to preach your loving 
word. Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought, 
and bring life-giving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise 
treatment of the world you have provided for all your creatures. Lord, in your 
mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. 
Guide to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of 
crisis, disaster, and war. We ask especially for Haiti and for Afghanistan. 
Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are 
lonely and feeling abandoned, and remind them of your abiding presence. 
Be with the persecuted and exploited, and open us to their cries. Lord, in 
your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new 
stages in life such as a new job, new school, or new community. Sustain 
enduring friendships and kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We 
give you thanks for the saints who have gone before us. Renew our 
confidence in your promise of resurrection and life in the world to come. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of loving-kindness, listen to your gathered people’s prayers… 
 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



12 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. 
If you wish to give to Shepherd King, there is a donate button on our 
website - www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us 
to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and 
strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body 
for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
(Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give 
thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Mighty God, throughout the ages you have delivered your people from 
evil and death. Be at our table now to deliver us from our wrongs, our 
troubles, and our pain. Pour out your Spirit on us; fill us with fire and holy 
breath. Put your word on our lips that we may prophesy; give us visions and 
dreams of your Church and your world made new. For Jesus’ sake, satisfy 
our hunger for truth and justice, for mercy and loving-kindness, and for unity 
over division, as we remember… 
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 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and 
gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please 
consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink 
from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could 
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love 
the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Tuesday evening, at 7:30, is the book discussion via Zoom. We will be 
talking about Spoke in the Wheel, a brief biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  
 
We are glad to have all of you on the ground, and online. If you’re 
worshiping this morning on Facebook live, feel free to make a comment so 
we’ll know you’re there. It’s good to have all of you with us. You’re also 
welcome to leave a prayer request in the comments, although we ask that 
you use first names only, to respect people’s privacy. 
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn    I Have Decided To Follow Jesus 
Verse 1 
I have decided to follow Jesus 
I have decided to follow Jesus 
I have decided to follow Jesus 
No turning back no turning back 
 
Verse 2 
The world behind me 
The cross before me 
The world behind me 
The cross before me 
The world behind me 
The cross before me 
No turning back 
No turning back 
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Verse 3 
Tho' none go with me 
I still will follow 
Tho' none go with me 
I still will follow 
Tho' none go with me 
I still will follow 
No turning back 
No turning back 
 
Verse 4 
Will you decide now 
To follow Jesus 
Will you decide now 
To follow Jesus 
Will you decide now 
To follow Jesus 
No turning back 
No turning back 
 
CCLI Song # 24494 
CCLI License # 11534117 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE     I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me 
1 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 
2 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
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3 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 
Text: African American spiritual 
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We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
Prayer concerns this week: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


