
Service of Holy Communion   
July 25, 2021   Christmas in July 

 
 
WELCOME     
 
PRELUDE   
“Jesu Bambino”    Pietro A. Yon        Organ 
 
The assembly stands. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, 

who makes a dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
    Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of goodness and lovingkindness, 
we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 
We have turned away from your invitation to new life. We have turned away from the 
lowly and downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know 
and those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, 

not through our own work, but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. With all 

who come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG      ELW 267 “Joy to the World”  v 1, 2, 4  

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE     ELW 289  “Angels We Have Heard on High”  v 1 & 2 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Refrain 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
 gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 
 which inspire your heav'nly song?  Refrain 
 
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day 
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child 
with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis 
for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this! 
 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
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  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the 
present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance. 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety 
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God.   
 
The assembly stands. 
GOSPEL PROCESSION      ELW 279 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  v 1 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 
 
GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:1-20 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and 
proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
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Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for 
her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 
in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
GOSPEL PROCESSION   ELW 279 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” v 2 
2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
 and, gathered all above 
 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
 their watch of wond'ring love. 
 O morning stars, together 
 proclaim the holy birth, 
 and praises sing to God the king, 
 and peace to all the earth! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
SERMON    Pastor Kris Hill  
Christmas in July… it doesn’t feel quite the same as when we celebrate Christmas in 
December. Today we have the air conditioning on because it is hot in San Antonio in July. I 
don’t suppose anyone has gifts under a tree back home waiting to be opened. Most of us 
aren’t getting together with family for a big meal later today, and I know there’s not a football 
game on TV. Unless it’s a rerun. Christmas in July is fun, but different. There’s none of that 
rush to buy things, or that overall sense of goodwill, hope and even peace throughout the 
population. Night won’t darken the sky today until 9:00, and even then it will be hot. In many 
respects, today is just another Sunday in summertime. 
 Think back to December – 6 months ago. What was going on in your life at Christmas? 
As I recall, the lockdown from COVID was in full gear. Don and I had planned to spend 
Christmas Day with my Mom and my siblings, but the evening news kept reminding us of the 
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dangers of the pandemic and urging us to stay home. So we did. I’m guessing it was much 
the same for you – you might have gotten together with a few people, or observed the day 
with just those in your household. We didn’t get to go caroling to our shut-in members, 
something we do every year, and that was sad.  It was still Christmas on December 25; there 
was still that aura of hopefulness… but the day was different, more subdued. 
 This morning, the world around us has no idea anyone is observing Christmas. Life 
proceeds as usual for most people, with no thought to the birth of a baby or the arrival of a 
savior. It’s a day to sleep in a little, or take the kids to the zoo, or get groceries, or putter in the 
yard, or catch up on some work, or head to the lake. Just a regular day, yet here we are, 
rejoicing. 
 Which reminds me of that first Christmas. There was no buying frenzy, then,  no 
“Christmas Spirit,” as we know it. Because of the census, Mary and Joseph had to travel from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem when she was 8 or 9 months pregnant. Maybe they had a donkey, but 
scripture doesn’t mention it, so they probably walked. Her back must have ached terribly. 
They must have been exhausted when they got to the city and found no room at the Inn. 
Around Bethlehem, people were doing what they usually did – closing up shop in the market, 
meeting friends for a pint in the pub, fixing supper for the family, getting the kids ready for 
bed. Shepherds were keeping watch over their flocks in the fields, preparing to sleep under 
the stars. 
 In the midst of all this every day sameness, a child was born. That’s not unusual; 
children are born all the time. But they don’t generally have an angel chorus announce their 
arrival. Those poor shepherds were minding their own business when suddenly the sky 
glowed with an eerie brightness, and angels appeared. The angels said a Savior had been 
born, right over in Bethlehem. Then they sang a brief chorus of “Hallelujah!” and went away, 
leaving the stunned shepherds prostrate on the ground.  
 What would it have been like to have your ordinary life disrupted like that? What would 
it have taken to believe something had happened that would genuinely change the world? It 
seems so unlikely. The world moves on day after day, whether we’re healthy or sick, whether 
we’re working or unemployed, whether we’re fairly content or bored or lonely or grief-stricken. 
The world keeps spinning, regardless of what we’re doing. What could possibly change that? 
Life in Bethlehem probably continued much as it had been, even after the glorious 
announcement of Jesus’ birth. 
 What has your life been like in recent days? Some have been sorting out their 
responsibilities at the office as they draw near to retirement. Others have been anxious about 
the wellbeing of someone who has had surgery or is in the hospital. There may be strains 
among your family members. The kids have a few more weeks of summer before they go 
back to school. For those working, the usual grind of your job continues; those who are aging 
must monitor your health; and bills need to be paid whether you have the means or not. Our 
nation is still embroiled in political fights; COVID is not conquered yet; and disaster can spring 
up without warning.  
 “Fear not!” the angel said – completely out of the blue, no forewarning.  “Fear not! I am 
bringing you good news! To you is born, this day, a Savior who is Christ the Lord.”  Imagine 
hearing such a thing! Could our lives be disrupted and turned completely around simply by a 
child’s birth?  Could what happened that night in Bethlehem be real for us today, as it was 
real for Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and those oblivious townspeople? Is it possible God 
is on the move, now, here, tearing down obstacles in our world and building up possibilities 
we’d never thought of?  
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 We don’t expect anything in our world to change drastically one day to the next. If we 
do expect change, we look for it in big events – a war end the spread of communism, tax 
reform that guarantees relief for the middle class, new elected officials who will transform our 
systems so everyone can live better, scientists to tell us how to live in the age of COVID and 
changing weather patterns. Those things might make a tangible difference in the world, might 
save us from the dangers and dilemmas we face. But God, acting independently to remake 
the world, truly change how life is lived, by sending a baby? That’s hard for our rational minds 
to accept. 
 Then again, it would be just like God to rescue the world, completely apart from our 
decisions, our actions, our plans and schemes, and do it with something as vulnerable and 
weak as a baby. The same baby who, in adulthood, will free people from demons and 
diseases with a touch, rebuke the powerful with God’s truth, restore broken people to 
wholeness through forgiveness; and save the world by dying on a cross. This is how real 
change occurs in our lives and in the world. Not through new legislation or better technology 
or international conflict, unavoidable as those might be. Life, radical newness, enters the 
world by God’s hand, in small and hidden ways that surprise us, even as they bless us.  
 It’s July, not December. Yet the story we hear every Christmas is as true today as it is 
on December 25. God is acting to change this world – to bring down those too puffed-up-with-
themselves, to lift up those who are at their rope’s end, to love the loveless and feed the 
hungry and bring true justice and true mercy to humankind. It happens, largely unseen, on an 
ordinary day like today – angels arrive, a child is born, shepherds tremble, good news 
spreads, this good news:  Don’t be afraid of the turmoil and troubles of this life. To you is born 
a Savior,  who is Christ the Lord.   
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    ELW 296   “What Child Is This”  v 1 & 2 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading. 
 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 
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The assembly stands. 
NICENE CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted 
or used as appropriate. 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world proclaim this 
good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people in songs 
of praise and rejoicing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who tend 
them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the hush of a 
world at rest. May our wonder at your creation rouse our care for all the earth. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the noise 
of war and violence in places of unrest (especially). Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting 
peace and sustainable provision for all in their care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to those 
facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console those who lie 
awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting (especially). Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant parents. 
Comfort those who long for children, especially those running out of hope or options. 
Surround families of every shape and size with your love and care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the 
saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed (especially). Let us join them this 
night in joyful praise around your eternal throne (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 
you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. If you wish to give 
to Shepherd King, you can find our address at our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth. 
Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your 
peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Mighty God, throughout the ages you have delivered your people from evil and death. 

Be at our table now to deliver us from our wrongs, our troubles, and our pain. Pour out your 
Spirit on us; fill us with fire and holy breath. Put your word on our lips that we may prophesy; 
give us visions and dreams of your Church and your world made new. For Jesus’ sake, 
satisfy our hunger for truth and justice, for mercy and loving-kindness, and for unity over 
division, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. Come meet Christ in this meal. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We give you thanks, gracious God, 
that you have once again fed us from your very self 
with the body and blood of Christ. 
Through this mystery, send us forth 
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to proclaim your promise to a world in need, 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Thank you for celebrating “Christmas in July with us this morning.” 
 

Children, youth, and their families are asked to stay after worship today to plan activities and 
faith formation for our young people. We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

Those who have signed up for the Hybrid Church webinars, those begin tomorrow evening on 
Zoom. Look for an email from the synod with the Zoom link. 
 

The Rachel Circle will meet tomorrow, Monday, July 27, at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  
Please bring a treat to share.  See Shirley Hormuth for more information. 
 

We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. Please call us at 210-344-5881, if you’re in 
need of prayer, a listening ear, or anything else. 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, 
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN  ELW  281 “Silent Night” v 1 

ELW 290 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” v 1 & 2  
1   “Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

“Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
Refrain 
 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  
 



12 
 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when, lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
POSTLUDE    
“Angels We Have Heard on High”    French Carol      Organ 
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We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
Prayer concerns this week: (Please contact the church office by noon on Wednesdays to 
include prayer requests in the bulletin.) 
 
 


