
Service of Holy Communion   
August 1, 2021 10th  Sunday after Pentecost 

          
 
WELCOME     
 
PRELUDE              Organ 
 “How Great Thou Art”  arr by Lorenz  
 
The assembly stands. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 

mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of 
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG     ELW 461 “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”  v 1, 2, & 3 
1 All who hunger gather gladly;  

holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.  
Here in truth we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, 
all around us is our food. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
 

2 All who hunger, never strangers;  
seeker, be a welcome guest. 
Come from restlessness and roaming. 
Here in joy we keep the feast. 
We that once were lost and scattered 
in communion's love have stood. 



Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
 

3 All who hunger, sing together, 
Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. 
Here in peace we have been fed. 
Blest are those who from this table 
live their days in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

 
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

http://www.giamusic.com/


PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we eat and 
are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only from you, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 
A food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in the wilderness. The hungry people forget God’s 
saving work in the exodus, and they wish for the food they had in Egypt. Nevertheless, God 
miraculously meets their needs, with manna for bread and quail for meat. 
2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us 
out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
  4Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each 
day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, 
whether they will follow my instruction or not.” 
  9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to 
the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of 
the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the 
complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning 
you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’ ” 
  13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a 
layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the 
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites 
saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to 
them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.”  

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 78:23-29 
 23So God commanded the clouds above 
  and opened the doors of heaven, 
 24raining down manna upon them to eat 
  and giving them grain from heaven.  
 25So mortals ate the bread of angels; 
  God provided for them food enough. 
 26The LORD caused the east wind to blow in the heavens 
  and powerfully led out the south wind, 
 27raining down flesh upon them like dust 
  and flying birds like the sand of the seas, 
 28letting them fall in the midst of the camp 
  and round about the dwellings. 
 29So the people ate and were well filled, 
  for God gave them what they craved.  



 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1-16 
Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one Spirit, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various forms of ministry 
whose goal is equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one body. 
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
  7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is 
said, 
 “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 
  he gave gifts to his people.” 
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the 
lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all 
the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full 
stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by 
every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But 
speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it 
is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up 
in love.  

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The assembly stands. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 



GOSPEL READING: John 6:24-35 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the sixth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him throughout the 
countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest. 
24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they 
themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
  25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you 
come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not 
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food 
that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. 
For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we 
do to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you 
believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us 
then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors 
ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the 
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the 
bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said 
to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
  35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 
SERMON 
The sermon today comes in the form of imagined “eye-witness” testimony of the events in the gospel. 
 Yesterday, around noon, we heard that Jesus and his followers were headed our way. 
Everyone has heard of him; they say he heals people, works miracles, and that when he’s 
near, you feel God’s direct presence. People were curious to see and listen to him.  
 Jesus and his friends were crossing the sea by boat, so we ran down to the shore to 
wait. A huge crowd gathered – men, women, and children – many of them carrying someone 
sick. I saw a boy whose legs were withered and bone-thin; he couldn’t stand. Another child 
kept having seizures, foaming at the mouth and falling on the ground. People were on pallets, 
moaning and coughing. I felt bad for them. I’m an old woman, alone and poor, but my body is 
strong and my mind is clear.  
 When the disciples saw us, a look of dismay crossed their faces. I think they’d been 
hoping for a quiet retreat by themselves. But Jesus – he had the kindest eyes – got out of the 
boat and came right up to us. He talked about the world as God envisions it, where no one is 
sick or dying, where everyone has food to eat and a place to live. As he walked he touched 
people, and immediately, they became well. Others leaned forward to brush the fringe of his 
cloak – they got well, too. In the distance, I saw the boy who’d had the withered legs standing 
upright, looking strong.  
 When Jesus talked, it was like listening to God himself. A peace fell over us, but also a 
stirring – a stirring to live differently with one another, to make our world more neighborly and 
more honest. Some people wandered off once they’d been healed, but many of us stayed for 
hours. We were so caught up in his words, we didn’t notice the sun setting or our stomachs 



rumbling with hunger. It was then that Jesus took a few small loaves of bread, gave thanks to 
God, passed them around, and everyone had plenty to eat. There were even basketsful left 
over! It was incredible. 
 But this morning, he was gone. When we learned he’d gone back across the sea, we 
hurried to the remaining boats and went looking for him. Sure enough, we found him in 
Capernaum. It was early yet and people were just starting to gather. One of the men in our 
group went to Jesus and asked, “When did you come here?” because none of us had seen 
him leave.  
 I think we were expecting today to be just like yesterday, kindness shining in Jesus’ 
eyes, his hands gently healing people, maybe more bread toward the end of the day. But 
Jesus surprised us. He was different today – still loving and good, but he immediately pushed 
us to think why we were really there, why we’d crossed the sea to find him. He looked at the 
man from our group and said, “You’re not here because you’re convinced I come from God; 
you just want more bread.” We were a little shocked when he said that. It’s true, we were 
looking for something… something that would fill us and energize us to live in new ways. But 
was it simply bread we’d come to find? 
 Then he said something that’s stayed with me. He said, “Don’t work for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life.” My pulse began to race at those 
words, and - by the look in their eyes - others were excited, too. “The food that endures for 
eternal life;” I’m not sure what that is, but I want it. I want to be a part of it. It must be 
something beyond the quarrels and bickering of daily life, something broader than how we 
love our own kin, something that outlasts our lifetime and nourishes the whole world. “The 
food that endures for eternal life.” 
 I’m often hungry – for food, and also for connection with others where I’m not judged. 
I’m hungry to be part of something meaningful, something that builds up the world.  Yesterday 
when Jesus was with us, I experienced not just a full stomach, but a brotherhood/sisterhood 
with the other people there. I remember seeing Junea, always so haughty, but I wasn’t angry 
at her, I just hoped she had peace. My ex-husband was there; he divorced me and left me 
with nowhere to live. But right then I didn’t hate him; I hoped he felt the warmth of Jesus’ love, 
as I did. “The food that endures for eternal life,” – that’s what we experienced yesterday, with 
Jesus near.  
 My thoughts had drifted and I missed part of the conversation. I returned just in time to 
hear Jesus say, “The bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to 
the world.” Before I could stop myself, I blurted out, “Sir, give us this bread always.” A woman 
shouldn’t speak to a man like that, not unless she’s been addressed first. My cheeks burned 
with shame and I dropped my head. But not before I saw Jesus glance my way with a smile in 
his eyes. As if he understood. As if he did not condemn me, but was pleased by my 
eagerness for the bread of God that gives life. I felt understood and accepted.  I smiled too. 
 When Moses led our people from slavery, through the desert, to the Promised Land, 
God sent manna from heaven to feed them. Every morning it appeared, as if by magic. No 
one had to mix it or bake it, just pick it up and eat. Life is not like that now. If you want bread, 
you have to work for it. Or beg for it. Someone has to pound the grain into flour, someone has 
to put in the yeast and the water, someone has to watch it so it doesn’t burn. And if you don’t 
have a kitchen where you can make bread, you find what you can – a crust dropped by 
someone passing by, a loaf too old to be sold.  

But the bread of God, like manna, comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 
It is free bread, available to all. It feeds everyone – the priests and scribes, the little children 
(even orphans), haughty Junea, my ex-husband, widows and outcasts like me. It gives life, 



not just to those with money or status or powerful friends, but to everyone. No one is left out. 
No one stays hungry – for food, or for truth, or for kindness.  

I looked back at Jesus. Men surrounded him, debating with him about bread and God 
and life.  The sun was shining; it was hot. More people were coming out to see what was 
happening. In that moment I knew, the food… the food that endures for eternal life, it was 
him. It was Jesus. He is the bread that gives life to the world.  
 
    

HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW 618 “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  v 1, 2 & 3 
1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 
 pilgrim through this barren land. 
 I am weak, but you are mighty; 
 hold me with your pow'rful hand. 
 Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
 feed me now and evermore, 
 feed me now and evermore. 
 
2 Open now the crystal fountain 
 where the healing waters flow; 
 let the fire and cloudy pillar 
 lead me all my journey through. 
 Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 
 shield me with your mighty arm, 
 shield me with your mighty arm. 
 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
 bid my anxious fears subside; 
 death of death and hell's destruction, 
 land me safe on Canaan's side. 
 Songs and praises, songs and praises, 
 I will raise forevermore, 
 I will raise forevermore. 
 
Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt. 

 
  
The assembly stands. 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 



he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 
     A brief silence. 
You call your church to be the body of Christ. Awaken all the baptized to the gifts you provide 
for carrying out the work of ministry. Where the church is divided, knit us together and restore 
the unity of the faith. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You command the clouds above and cause the wind to blow in the heavens. Bring healing 
rain to extinguish fires in the northwest, and dry days for those who’ve suffered from floods. 
Regenerate rainforests, and strengthen the work of conservation organizations. Hear us, O 
God.    Your mercy is great. 
 
You summon leaders to respond to the needs of your people. Instill those who govern with 
patience when confronted with grievances, and perseverance in seeking what promotes the 
well-being of the community. Hear us, O God.           Your mercy is great. 
 
You draw near to those who cry out for help. Feed the hungry, reassure the despairing, and 
accompany the imprisoned. Rain down the true bread from heaven that gives life to the world. 
Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
You receive all who come seeking a sign of grace. Make this congregation a place of 
hospitality for those accustomed to rejection. To those who have felt excluded here or 
elsewhere, prepare us to welcome them in the name of Christ. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy 
is great. 
 
Receive the prayers of your gathered people, Lord… 
 
 
Hear us, O God.    Your mercy is great. 
 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 



 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. If you wish to give 
to Shepherd King, there is a donate button on our website - www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/


“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Mighty God, throughout the ages you have delivered your people from evil and death. 
Be at our table now to deliver us from our wrongs, our troubles, and our pain. Pour out your 
Spirit on us; fill us with fire and holy breath. Put your word on our lips that we may prophesy; 
give us visions and dreams of your Church and your world made new. For Jesus’ sake, 
satisfy our hunger for truth and justice, for mercy and loving-kindness, and for unity over 
division, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you 
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your 
name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The second session of the Hybrid Church webinar is tomorrow night. Those of you who’ve 
signed up, please be present. We’ll start to get into more details now. 
 
I’m going to reschedule this month’s Book Discussion Group from Monday, the 16th, to 
Tuesday, August 24th, at 7:30 so it won’t conflict with the Hybrid Church webinars. We’re 
reading A Spoke in the Wheel: The Life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer by Renate Wind. 
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. Please call us 
at 210-344-5881, if you’re in need of prayer, a listening ear, or anything else. 
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN    ELW 655  “Son of God, Eternal Savior”  v 1, 2 & 4 
1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
 source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
 hallows all our human race, 
 you our head, who, throned in glory, 
 for your own will ever plead: 
 fill us with your love and pity, 
 heal our wrong, and help our need. 
 
2 As you, Lord, have lived for others, 
 so may we for others live. 
 Freely have your gifts been granted; 



 freely may your servants give. 
 Yours the gold and yours the silver, 
 yours the wealth of land and sea; 
 we but stewards of your bounty 
 held in solemn trust will be. 
 
4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
 source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
 hallows all our human race: 
 by your praying, by your willing 
 that your people should be one, 
 grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition: 
 here on earth your will be done. 
 

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE            Organ 
 Postlude in B Major J.S. Bach 
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We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
Prayer concerns this week: 
 


