
Service of Holy Communion   
June 20, 2021  4th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME     
 
PRELUDE                                             Soloist - Paul Kummer 
“Abide With Me”   Matt Maher/Matt Redman/ David Crowder/& Jason Ingram  
 
The assembly stands. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 

mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of 
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG    ELW 756 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 
 whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
 who bade the mighty ocean deep 
 its own appointed limits keep: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 
 
2 O Savior, whose almighty word 
 the winds and waves submissive heard, 
 who walked upon the foaming deep, 
 and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 
 
3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
 upon the chaos dark and rude, 
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 and bid its angry tumult cease, 
 and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 
 
 
Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt. 

 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of creation, eternal majesty, you preside over land and sea, sunshine and storm. 
By your strength pilot us, by your power preserve us, by your wisdom instruct us, and 
by your hand protect us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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THE WORD 
FIRST READING: Job 38:1-11 
At the end of the book of Job, after Job and his companions have argued about the cause of the great 
suffering Job endures, God finally speaks. These verses begin that speech, which is a grand vision of 
creation, describing God’s ordering of the cosmos and inviting Job to marvel at its beauty. 
1The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
 2“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
 3Gird up your loins like a man, 
  I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
 4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
  Tell me, if you have understanding. 
 5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
  Or who stretched the line upon it? 
 6On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone 
 7when the morning stars sang together 
  and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 
 8“Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb?— 
 9when I made the clouds its garment, 
  and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
 10and prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and doors, 
 11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 
  and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?” 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 
 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 
  for God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
 3gathering them in from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
 23Some went down to the sea in ships, 
  plying their trade in deep waters. 
 24They beheld the works of the LORD, 
  God’s wonderful works in the deep. 
 25Then God spoke, and a stormy wind arose, 
  which tossed high the waves of the sea. 
 26They mounted up to the heavens and descended to the depths; 
  their souls melted away in their peril. 
 27They staggered and reeled like drunkards, 
  and all their skill was of no avail. 
 28Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD, 
  and you delivered them from their distress. 
 29You stilled the storm to a whisper 
  and silenced the waves of the sea.  
 30Then were they glad when it grew calm, 
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  when you guided them to the harbor they desired. 
 31Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works for all people. 
 32Let them exalt you in the assembly of the people; 
  in the council of the elders, let them sing hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Paul and his fellow workers experience great hardships and even rejection while carrying out their 
missionary work. Nevertheless, Paul continuously proclaims that God has not rejected us but is 
graciously working for our salvation. 
1As we work together with [God], we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in 
vain. 2For he says, 
 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle 
in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we 
have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 
calamities , 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the 
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor 
and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as 
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not 
killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing everything. 
  11We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. 12There is no 
restriction in our affections, but only in yours. 13In return—I speak as to children—open wide 
your hearts also. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
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GOSPEL READING: Mark 4:35-41 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the fourth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus’ calming of the storm on the sea reveals his power over evil, since the sea represents evil and 
chaos. The boat on the sea is a symbol of the church and invites us to trust God amid life’s turbulence. 
35When evening had come, [Jesus said to the disciples,] “Let us go across to the other 
side.” 36And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. 
Other boats were with him. 37A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so 
that the boat was already being swamped. 38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; 
and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39He 
woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, 
and there was a dead calm. 40He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no 
faith?” 41And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

SERMON    Pr. Kris Hill 
 Job was a good man, faithful to God and righteous. He did not take advantage of 
people; he helped those in need; he did not assume he and his family were acceptable in 
God’s sight, but instead, made sure to ask God for forgiveness, to worship God, and to study 
and follow God’s Word constantly. He was a good man; he didn’t deserve what happened to 
him. 
 Job was wealthy and had a big family. Until he lost everything. His children were 
gathered for a meal when the house collapsed and killed them all. His camels were stolen by 
a neighboring tribe and all his servants were slaughtered. Fire fell from heaven and burned up 
his flocks of sheep, along with the shepherds. He had everything, until suddenly he had 
nothing. Job’s response to all this was, “The Lord gives, the Lord takes away; blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” 
 Fifteen to twenty church members sat in the pews, facing each other as best they 
could. They’d come to talk about the future of their congregation. Years ago, they had been a 
big church with families and youth and all kinds of activity. Some of those people had moved 
away, some had grown old and couldn’t participate any more, some had died. Now they were 
fifteen or twenty people gathered under the green, blue, red and yellow of a stained glass 
window, trying to decide what to do next. Should they go on as a tiny, independent body, or 
merge with a nearby congregation, saying goodbye to their building, their specific traditions, 
and their tiny fellowship that meant so much to them? The conversation was filled with 
memories, with expressions of love for one another, and with tears for all they had lost, all 
they were losing.   The Lord gives and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.  

After a long day of teaching God’s Word and the ways of God’s kingdom, evening fell. 
A smattering of birds in the sky, crickets chirping in the dusk, stars starting to emerge from 
their hiding places. Jesus and the disciples were tired when they got in a boat to cross the 
Sea of Galilee.  

The disciples had already left everything – their home, their work, their families – in 
order to follow Jesus. They placed all their hope, their entire futures, in him. Night and sleep 
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were fast approaching, but first they had to get to the other side of the lake. Jesus left the 
navigating to the fishermen, went into the stern and fell asleep on some cushions. Suddenly, 
the winds rose and a violent storm tossed the boat to and fro, water sloshing into the vessel. 
The disciples tried to keep the boat upright, but it looked like they might capsize. Meanwhile, 
Jesus slept on, until a few of the men woke him and said, “Hey, don’t you care that we’re 
about to drown?” 

In the blink of an eye, everything can be turned upside down, the rug pulled out from 
under you, and you have no idea how things will turn out. A loved one gets sick with COVID – 
will they recover, will they die, or will they live with on-going respiratory difficulties? The bar or 
restaurant you own is finally well established, but then a pandemic shuts everything down for 
a year and a half. Reluctantly, you lay off staff, pare back the menu, and try to stay afloat. 
Even when the pandemic lifts, there’s no guarantee you’ll recover.  After spending the last 6 
months of your senior year attending classes online, you graduate, but there’s no prom, 
there’s no graduation ceremony, and by the time pandemic restrictions lift you’re in college or 
working, and you’ve missed those important markers in your life. 

Congregations across America have struggled in recent years with decline, looking for 
ways to serve God and remain viable. Their members and leaders have gone through 
studies, tried various experiments, formed tentative alliances with other congregations, 
searched for ways to be involved in their neighborhoods in an attempt to find their purpose in 
this ever-changing world. Then in the blink of an eye, they had to stop gathering in person 
and try to worship and study online.  When restrictions were finally lifted and they resumed in-
person activities, still they wondered “What do we do next? Who are we now? What does the 
future hold?”  

“Don’t you care, Lord, that we’re about to go under? Are you asleep?”  
 After weeks of insisting he hadn’t done anything to deserve the disasters that had 
befallen him, Job lost his patience and attacked the very essence of God’s creation, saying it 
had no good purpose but was only misery and evil and gross injustice. That’s when God 
responded, saying “Excuse me, where were you when I made heaven and earth? Did you tell 
the sun when to rise and when to set? Did you show the sea its limits so there would be dry 
land for living?” It’s not pleasant to have your Mom or Dad talk to you like that; imagine God 
speaking to you in that manner.  
 Job was changed by the encounter. He was put in his place, but not humiliated, not 
ignored. God took Job’s complaints seriously enough to speak to him face to face. In the 
process, God showed Job the expanse and awesome wonder of creation which far exceeds 
our struggles and questions. Job emerged a changed man. He didn’t get answers to his 
questions, but he knew God heard and saw him; he knew what he was struggling with was 
not insignificant to God. 
 When the disciples woke Jesus, he spoke directly to the wind and the waves, telling 
them to be still. Instantly, the sea was calm again. In a matter of seconds they went from 
asking Jesus “Don’t you care that we’re about to drown?” to the sea being quiet and the winds 
low and gentle. Kindly, Jesus said, “Why were you afraid? Don’t you trust me?”  Whew!  I 
imagine the disciples going ashore with their skin tingling, the hair on the back of their necks 
standing up straight, a shiver running down their spines. One minute the sea was raging like a 
monster, the next it was soft as a lullaby. Who does that?   Only God.  Only God can do that. 

 It seems our boat has made it to shore. The crisis of the pandemic has subsided and 
appears to be nearly over. We’re back to worship in person, back to work, back to school, 
back to indoor restaurants, back to the gym, back to family gatherings. But for all these things 
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that feel the same, it isn’t quite the same. Life is different. The future might or might not unfold 
smoothly – our retirement savings being enough to support us, our kids and neighbors fully 
employed, the economy stable, the government functioning, the church… well, the church 
gathering for worship, instructing the young, striving to love neighbor as God loves us… yet 
still unsure what lies ahead.  

It’s tempting to question, like the disciples, saying: “Don’t you care, Lord, that we’re in 
trouble?  Are you asleep?” It’s tempting to accuse, like Job, saying “Maybe life doesn’t have a 
worthy purpose; maybe everything is just chaos and pain.”  
 Except that every week we gather around a table of sacrifice, around a story of 
slaughter, where everything is brutally lost and yet, by God’s hand, even more is restored. 
Job was healed, had more wealth than before, and had a new family. The disciples made it 
across the lake and witnessed the astonishing power of God in Jesus’ words and actions.  

We come here, where Jesus welcomes us, where Jesus reminds us that the bread we 
eat is his body, broken on our behalf; the cup we drink is his blood, shed for the forgiveness 
of all. Sunday after Sunday Jesus meets us here, saying “Don’t be afraid. Trust me. Trust me 
when the seas are stormy, when you lose everything, when death comes.” Trust the one who 
heals the sick, who quiets the waves, who brings the dead back to life. Trust the one who 
loves you and will never let you go. 
 
    

HYMN OF THE DAY    ELW 755   “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” 
1 Jesus, Savior, pilot me 
 over life's tempestuous sea; 
 unknown waves before me roll, 
 hiding rock and treach'rous shoal; 
 chart and compass come from thee. 
 Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 
2 As a mother stills her child, 
 thou canst hush the ocean wild; 
 boist'rous waves obey thy will 
 when thou say'st to them: "Be still." 
 Wondrous sov'reign of the sea, 
 Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 
3 When at last I near the shore, 
 and the fearful breakers roar 
 twixt me and the peaceful rest, 
 then, while leaning on thy breast, 
 may I hear thee say to me: 
 "Fear not, I will pilot thee." 
 
Text: Edward Hopper, 1818-1888 

 

 

 The assembly stands. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
     A brief silence. 
Holy God, you gather your people from east and west, north and south. We pray for the 
mission of the church throughout the world, that your steadfast love may be made known to 
all peoples. Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
You laid the foundations of the earth, and the waters that birthed creation. The morning stars 
sing your name and all creation shouts for joy. We pray for your blessed creation, that it may 
continue to flourish and magnify your glory. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
You keep watch over all nations. We pray for countries experiencing violence, hunger, and 
unrest. Guide worldwide and local community organizations in their efforts to establish safety 
and justice. Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
You are close to the brokenhearted and near to those in distress. We pray for those who are 
experiencing oppression. Liberate us from the systems and chains that bind us. Remove the 
barriers that separate us from one another. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You dwell with us in this faith community. We pray for our leaders and elders. Grant them 
knowledge, patience, and kindness, that through their leadership you may be exalted in this 
assembly. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Your love endures in all situations. On this Father’s Day, we pray for those who are fathers or 
wish to be fathers, for those with broken or strained relationships, for those who are missing 
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their fathers, and for fathers who have lost children. Bless and strengthen them. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Receive the petitions of this gathered people… 
 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. If you wish to give 
to Shepherd King, you can find our address at our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Mighty God, throughout the ages you have delivered your people from evil and death. 
Be at our table now to deliver us from our wrongs, our troubles, and our pain. Pour out your 
Spirit on us; fill us with fire and holy breath. Put your word on our lips that we may prophesy; 
give us visions and dreams of your Church and your world made new. For Jesus’ sake, 
satisfy our hunger for truth and justice, for mercy and loving-kindness, and for unity over 
division, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
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thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you 
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your 
name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Happy Father’s Day! 
 

Next  Sunday morning we will have a Memorial Service in remembrance of all those who 
have died during the pandemic lock-down, whether from COVID or from other reasons. Many 
of you did not have a chance to attend a full, in person funeral when your loved ones died, or 
to have a reception where you could talk with friends and neighbors and receive their 
condolences. Worship next Sunday gives you an opportunity to do all those things. We will 
name those in our congregation who died in the last year and a half, and we invite you – in 
person or online – to be prepared to name anyone you know who died during that period. 
Those of you coming in person are welcome to bring photographs of people who have died 
recently. We’ll have a table up front for those pictures and some votive candles. 
 

Worship and Music ministry team meets on Saturday at 10:00 via Zoom. 
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We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. Please call us at 210-344-5881, if you’re in 
need of prayer, a listening ear, or anything else. 
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     ELW 773  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  
Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 
Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. 
  

Refrain 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
  

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near, 
When my life is almost gone, 
Hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall. 
(refrain) 
  

When the darkness appears and the night draws near, 
And the day is past and gone, 
At the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand. 
(refrain) 
  
© 1938, Unichappell Music, Inc. (renewed). Assigned to Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. 
 Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 

  

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
“God of Our Fathers”  George Warren/ arrg. Carol Tornquist 
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We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
Prayer concerns this week: 


