
Service of Holy Communion   
June 13, 2021  3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME     
 
PRELUDE             One Voice 
“Famous For”  Tauren Wells, Chuck Butler, Krissy Nordhoff, Alexis Slifer & Jordan Sapp 
 
The assembly stands. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 

mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of 
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG     “Holy Is The Lord” 
Verse  
We stand and lift up our hands 
For the joy of the Lord is our strength 
We bow down and worship Him now 
How great how awesome is He 
 
Pre-Chorus 
And together we sing 
Ev'ryone sing 
 
Chorus  
Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
The earth is filled with His glory 



Repeat Verse, Pre-Chorus, Chorus 
 
Bridge 
It is rising up all around 
It's the anthem of the Lord's renown 
It's rising up all around 
It's the anthem of the Lord's renown 
 
Chorus 
 
CCLI Song # 4158039 
Chris Tomlin | Louie Giglio 
CCLI License # 11534117 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself 
and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone from Judah’s 
royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the 
location of the holy temple. 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig 
  from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 
 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, 
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
  and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; 
  in the shade of its branches will nest 
  winged creatures of every kind. 
 24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD. 
 I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; 
 I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 
 1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 
  to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
 2to herald your love in the morning 
  and your faithfulness at night; 
 3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 
  and to the melody of the harp. 
 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 
 12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
  and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
 13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD 
  shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
 14they shall still bear fruit in old age; 
  they shall be green and succulent; 
 15that they may show how upright the LORD is, 
  my rock, in whom there is no injustice.  
 
 
 



SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human 
perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ 
are now in God’s new creation. 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at 
home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 
body, whether good or evil. 
  11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are 
well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not 
commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that 
you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the 
heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for 
you.  14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 
  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new! 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

“Sing Alleluia”    
Sing Alleluia to the Lord. Sing Alleluia to the Lord.  

Sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia to the Lord. (repeat)  
 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 4:26-34 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the fourth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. Images 
of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come.” 
  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we 
use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all 
the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, 
and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he 



did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his 
disciples. 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
SERMON                                                                                           Rev. Kris Franke Hill, STM
 I love these words from the apostle Paul in our second reading: We walk by faith, not 
by sight. Paul is talking about how, in this world, Jesus is with us but not in a fully sensory, 
tangible way. That’s what he means when he says “While we are at home in our bodies in this 
earthly life, we are away from the Lord.” Jesus is with us, but we are not with him completely 
like we will be in the life to come when God alone reigns over all. Because of that, in this life 
we walk by faith, not by sight.  
 Walking by sight is more comfortable. When we see the way forward, we can make a 
choice on how to proceed. That gives us some measure of control. It feels safer than simply 
going forward without knowing what lies ahead. We might walk off a cliff, or trip in a pothole. 
There could be danger like a rabid dog, or a downed electrical line, or someone wanting to do 
us harm. Being able to see – whether with our eyes or our ears or some other means that 
orients us – being able to see is preferable to walking blindly.  
 That’s part of what was frustrating about the 15 months during the pandemic. Our daily 
lives were turned upside down. Instead of going to the office, or to school, we worked and 
learned from home. Which was kinda’ nice, but it got old.  We couldn’t worship in person, 
which meant some of us who are not techies, had to figure out quickly how to livestream a 
worship service. It also meant we did not see each other in the flesh, which was sad, and kind 
of lonely.  

What was hardest for me, though, was not being able to plan for the future.  There are 
conversations I want us to have together – about Shepherd King’s identity, it’s purpose and 
future – but not over the internet. We need to sit down together to talk and listen. I haven’t 
known when that might be possible.  The council and I have talked about what kind of church 
might be emerging from COVID, but that isn’t clear yet. The future is still murky. I’m convinced 
God is using this unusual experience to re-shape us, but I don’t know what the end result will 
look like. I don’t know who we will be.  We have, all of us, been walking by faith lately – by 
faith not by sight. 

Back in our second reading, Paul says, as long as we inhabit our earthly bodies we are 
not fully with Jesus.  We can’t see and touch Jesus. Some of his promises seem unlikely at 
best: that those who lose their lives for the gospel will have life, that God hears and responds 
to our prayers, that God’s goodness has won the battle over evil already, that we will be 
raised bodily from the dead, that we shouldn’t worry about our daily needs because God will 
provide. When we trust those things, and pattern our life on them, we are walking by faith 
rather than sight.  

I wanted concrete illustrations of walking by faith that could encourage you and me to 
live more confidently in our relationship with Jesus. I wasn’t coming up with any specifics, 
though. So I posted on Facebook, asking other people to give examples of how they walk by 
faith rather than sight. There were some excellent responses, responses that can help us 
understand how to do the same. Let me share a few examples of how people walk by faith, 
not by sight: 

A fellow pastor wrote, “My church is going to be investing a good bit of money in 
sanctuary refitting (lights, cameras) so we can continue to livestream even when fully back in 



person. We’re spreading the gospel in ways never possible before. I don’t know where the 
money is going to come from but God does, so we’re moving ahead.”  

A high school friend said, “When I tell someone that things will get better, that things 
will be OK, I am relying on God to be with them as they go forward.” 

A woman from Philadelphia wrote, “Despite being born with spinal Meningitis and 
temporarily losing the ability to walk in 2010, I wake up in faith KNOWING I will literally walk. I 
walk by faith EVERY DAY! One step at a time.” 

Pastor Bill Swantner said, “Every farmer walks by faith. They plant seed with faith that 
the rains will come, the sun will be adequate, the market will cover their costs with a modest 
profit. We see fields of dirt; they see acres of corn.”   

Pastor Charles Fredrickson said, “As I walk to, during, and away from a funeral.”  
Several parents responded with, “Raising kids.” That’s walking by faith! 
And a member of the church I served in North Carolina wrote, “Unshackled from 

prejudices engrained for years, I must walk by faith that love conquers all, even my fear of 
unrighteousness.” I know what he means. 

Consider what we’ve just heard, all the ways followers of Jesus strive to walk in faith. 
It’s amazing how ordinary people in their daily lives understand that they are guided by much 
more than what a person sees and knows in this world, or what our leaders, the news, and 
the collective wisdom tells us is the way things ought to be. Beyond all of that, beneath and 
above and encircling it, stronger and more real than any of it is the Word of God, the way of 
Jesus, the opportunity to live in newness, now.  

“We walk as yet by faith,” Paul says… “We!”  We do it together, encouraged and 
supported by each other. When doubts and weariness get me down, you are there with your 
faith to lift me up – and vice versa. This is Jesus living among us, not as it will be in the 
coming age, but still Jesus’ presence in the people gathered here, the people ‘out there,’ in 
friends and strangers across the world. We walk by faith together, trusting God to lead us. 

When our eyes behold death we face it, but cling to God’s promise of life.  Where the 
poor, the less educated, the religious or racial minorities are ignored and shoved aside, we 
move toward them with Jesus, knowing his love and truth will beat back the misery and 
injustice. When we gather on Sundays, in person or on screen, not seeing as many people as 
we once did, and we open our prepackaged wafer and wine sitting apart from each other in 
the pews or at home, it’s not the same as when we used to stand together around the altar, 
the pastor placing a bite of bread in our hands, taking a sip of wine from the cup, holding 
hands as we waited to be dismissed.  It’s not the same, yet we trust it is still Jesus’ body and 
blood pulling us together as people of faith, forgiving our sins, and leading us in the ways of 
the gospel.  

When the future is unclear. When the world is stuck in patterns of upheaval and 
violence. When death looms and you’re afraid. When you know your faults, your brokenness, 
and the pain you’ve caused others, and you wonder why God would bother with you… don’t 
go by what you see. Go by what you know. Jesus loves you, and your neighbors, beyond 
measure. God loves the whole world, and is moving the world according to God’s good plan.  

Jesus’s way in the world may not be visible to our eyes, but it is present and at work 
wherever there is suffering and need.  We know this is true. We know, because in this world, 
we walk by faith, not by sight.   

 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY     “Standing On The Promises” 
Verse 1 
Standing on the promises of Christ my King 
Through eternal ages let His praises ring 
Glory in the highest I will shout and sing 
Standing on the promises of God 
 
Chorus 
Standing standing 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior 
Standing standing 
I'm standing on the promises of God 
 
Verse 2 
Standing on the promises that cannot fail 
When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail 
By the living Word of God I shall prevail 
Standing on the promises of God 
Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
Standing on the promises I now can see 
Perfect present cleansing in the blood for me 
Standing in the liberty where Christ makes free 
Standing on the promises of God 
Chorus 
 
CCLI Song # 31803 
Russell Kelso Carter 
© Words: Public Domain  
Music: Public Domain  
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 11534117 

  
The assembly stands. 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
     A brief silence. 
Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the good 
news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths of the 
soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places suffering 
drought. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability to regard 
those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to others. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who call 
on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of poverty and 
homelessness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for our church 
musicians. We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this place; the cries of 
children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with you. We 
look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation. Lord, in your mercy,   
hear our prayer. 
 
Receive the petitions of those gathered in worship today:  
 
Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 



OFFERING 
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
provides space for people to gather in Bible Study here and online. If you wish to give to 
Shepherd King, you can find our address at our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 

 

http://www.sklcsa.org/


“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Mighty God, throughout the ages you have delivered your people from evil and death. 
Be at our table now to deliver us from our wrongs, our troubles, and our pain. Pour out your 
Spirit on us; fill us with fire and holy breath. Put your word on our lips that we may prophesy; 
give us visions and dreams of your Church and your world made new. For Jesus’ sake, 
satisfy our hunger for truth and justice, for mercy and loving-kindness, and for unity over 
division, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you 
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your 
name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Good to see all of you this morning; I’m glad to be back from vacation and among you again. 
Thank you to everyone who kept things rolling smoothly while I was away. 
 
I have good news for us. About 8 years ago, Shepherd King took out a loan with the Mission 
Investment Fund so we could replace the flat roof on the education building and replace an air 
conditioner in the sanctuary. This past week, we paid off the remainder of that loan, a little 
more than 4 years early!  I’m so proud of you. You did this, by your faithful donations to the 
roof fund year after year. Shepherd King is once again, debt free. You walked by faith, taking 
out that loan and steadily paying it off over the years. Thank you.  
 
That’s not the only thing to celebrate.  A year and a half ago, you established the Shepherd 
King Lutheran Church, San Antonio, Mission Investment Fund with Lutheran Foundation of 
the Southwest. The idea was to build a fund that could continue the congregation’s ministry 
into the future. The initial investment was $9500. Again, because of your faithful giving, the 
market value of that account is now $18,612.93. Later this year we will receive a distribution 
from the fund of about $600. Of that, 20% is set aside for the Shepherd King future project 
fund, and 80% is given to a Lutheran or local ministry. Last year we sent $200 to Haven for 
Hope, which meets the needs of the homeless. So, here’s to you! Well done! 
 
The deadline for the July Newsletter is tomorrow, Monday, June 14. 
 
Thank you for tuning in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re welcome to join us 
for more than Sunday services. Please call us at 210-344-5881, if you’re in need of prayer, a 
listening ear, or anything else. 
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. Please call us at 210-344-5881, if you’re in 
need of prayer, a listening ear, or anything else. 
 



BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN    ELW 822   “Oh, Sing to the Lord” 

1 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 
 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 
 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 
2 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 
3 So dance for our God and blow all the trumpets. 
 So dance for our God and blow all the trumpets. 
 So dance for our God and blow all the trumpets, 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 
4 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spirit. 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 
5 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
 For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 
 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 
 
Text: Brazilian folk song; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923, Spanish and English 

Spanish and English text © Gerhard Cartford, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE           One Voice   
“Our God”  Matt Redman, Jesse Reeves, Jonas Myrin, & Chris Tomlin  
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We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
Prayer concerns this week: 
Prayers for continued healing for Mark Hansen 
 


