
Service of Holy Communion   
July 4, 2021  6th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
WELCOME        
 
PRELUDE              Piano 
“America the Beautiful”  Samuel A Ward/ arrg by Cindy Berry 
 
The assembly stands. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 

mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
   Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of 
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG     ELW 887 “This Is My Song” 
1 This is my song, O God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 
This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 
but other hearts in other lands are beating 
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 
 

3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms, 
your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 
O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 
and hearts united learn to live as one. 
So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 
myself I give you; let your will be done. 

 

Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3 
Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company. Text st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of creation, eternal majesty, you preside over land and sea, sunshine and storm. 
By your strength pilot us, by your power preserve us, by your wisdom instruct us, and 
by your hand protect us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 2:1-5 
In 597 BCE, the priest Ezekiel was removed into exile in Babylon. While there, he received a vision of 
God appearing majestically on a chariot throne. Today’s reading recounts God’s commissioning of 
Ezekiel during this vision. The prophet is to speak God’s word to a people unwilling to hear. 
1[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you.2And when he 
spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to 
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me. 3He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who 
have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very 
day. 4The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall 
say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD.” 5Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a 
rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM READING: Psalm 123 
 1To you I lift up my eyes, to you enthroned in the heavens. 
 2As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes of a maid to 
the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to you, O LORD our God, until you show us 
your mercy. 
 3Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, 
  for we have had more than enough of contempt, 
 4too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, 
  and of the derision of the proud.  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
Christians do not boast of their own accomplishments. Rather, Christian boasting focuses attention on 
how the power of Christ is present in our lives, especially in times of weakness and vulnerability. No 
matter what our circumstances in life, Christ’s grace is sufficient for us. 
2I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 3And I know that such a 
person—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows—4was caught up 
into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to 
repeat. 5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of 
my weaknesses. 6But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I 
refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from 
me, 7even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me 
from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment 
me, to keep me from being too elated. 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it 
would leave me, 9but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect 
in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 6:1-13 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the sixth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
At home and abroad, Jesus and his disciples encounter resistance as they seek to proclaim God’s word 
and relieve affliction. 
1[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.2On the sabbath he began to 
teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did 
this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power 
are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James 
and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense 
at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, 
and among their own kin, and in their own house.” 5And he could do no deed of power there, 
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 6And he was amazed at 
their unbelief. 
  Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began to send 
them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to 
take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9but to 
wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, 
stay there until you leave the place. 11If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to 
hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against 
them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast out many 
demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
SERMON      Pastor Kris Hill  
 She’d lost so much by the time she was 101. Mrs. Lingle had been an elegant lady – 
she played piano, wrote poetry, tended all her business by herself, and was a mother and 
grandmother. I first visited her when she was only 99 years old; that day she wore a red dress 
to match her red lipstick, her hair was perfectly coiffed, and she read some of her poems to 
me. Quite a lady. Three years later, though, she could not see, could not hear, and could 
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hardly get out of bed. It bothered her that she couldn’t take care of her accounts and 
correspondence anymore. But at least she had Margaret, her daughter. Margaret visited her 
mother every Tuesday. Mrs. Lingle looked forward to those visits; they were the highlight of 
her week. 
 Then Margaret died and Mrs. Lingle was inconsolable. We sat in her room as she cried. 
I wanted to say something about God’s love, but she couldn’t hear me. I would have written 
down my thoughts, but she couldn’t see. I felt helpless to comfort her. “Why Margaret?” she 
kept asking. “Why doesn’t God take me? I’m ready to go. Why take Margaret?” I had no 
answer for that, and I felt awful for her.  After a bit she was quiet, and then she said, “But I 
remember what God said to Paul: ‘My grace is sufficient for you.’ It was true for Paul, and it’s 
true for me.”  I was astonished at the depth of her faith amid such loss. 
 Mrs. Lingle, a once strong and accomplished woman, had become the epitome of 
weakness – blind, deaf, frail, and crushed by the death of her daughter.  She couldn’t get up, 
she couldn’t hear, she couldn’t see, she couldn’t do anything to bring Margaret back. So she 
turned to God and let God’s strength be enough for her. She rested in God’s promises.  And 
God’s strength was clearly visible in her grief as it quieted and comforted her.  
 In 2nd Corinthians chapter 12, Paul boasts of his weaknesses. Usually people boast in 
their abilities, their achievements, their status or wealth or knowledge or good looks. I, myself, 
try to hide my weaknesses rather than admit them, much less boast about them. But not Paul, 
he speaks frankly about the areas where he is weak, and those where he is accused of being 
weak.  
 Paul had established the church in Corinth and, after a couple of years, left to start new 
worshiping communities elsewhere. In his absence, some unnamed apostles who thought 
highly of themselves, arrived in Corinth and taught the gospel differently. Pointing out Paul’s 
defects and faults, they dismissed him as inferior. He looked weird – maybe small and 
misshapen, or something wrong with his eyes. They tried to discredit his education. Although 
Paul wrote a good letter, he was an awful public speaker: maybe he stuttered, or his voice 
was pinched and whiney. Besides, these new apostles had had astonishing spiritual 
experiences and Paul, apparently, had not. The conclusion of the new apostles, then, was 
that the Corinthian church should listen to them, not to Paul. 
 Paul responded by admitting some of his defects and rejecting others. Regarding his 
true weaknesses, Paul said that three times he asked God to remove them. “Make me tall 
and strong-looking; restore my eyesight; give me a deep voice to attract people’s attention; 
take away my stutter and let me speak persuasively!” Three times he asked. But God said, 
“No.   No, my grace is enough.”  God refused to take away Paul’s deficiencies and how they 
made him appear to others.  Deformed or peculiar looking, squeaky voice, bad eyes, stutter – 
Paul was fine as he was, perfectly capable of being God’s vessel of love, forgiveness, and 
new life.  

Paul’s weaknesses did not keep him from sharing the good news of Jesus; in fact, they 
strengthened his witness.  One look at Paul and you knew you weren’t being persuaded by 
his physical bearing, or his smooth voice, or his irresistible charm. He didn’t have any of 
those. So, if Paul’s words reached you, convinced you of the good news of Jesus, it wasn’t 
because of Paul’s talents. It was because God was at work in him. Paul’s weakness opened 
the way for God’s strength to be visible. 
 I can still picture Mrs. Lingle in her lovely dress with perfect makeup, sitting and reading 
to me from her book of poetry – I remember that Mrs. Lingle. Her manners were impeccable, 

her bearing almost regal. But the image of Mrs. Lingle that stays with me is of her bed-ridden, 
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her hair a mess, tears running down her face, eyesight gone, hearing gone, heartbroken, and 
asking questions that couldn’t be answered. It was then she said, “God’s grace is enough for 
me” – an incredible statement, the strength of God made perfect in Mrs. Lingle’s 
helplessness. 
 I was ordained 34 years ago today. Parish ministry has not worked out quite the way I 
expected 34 years ago. I assumed the congregations I served would grow and have big youth 
groups, would be busy with projects reaching into the community, would be havens of 
welcome and refuge for struggling and suffering people. Membership and participation have 
declined in every congregation I have served, most have only had a few youth, and each has 
had difficulty knowing how to be involved in the surrounding community. To me, this feels like 
weakness, and I don’t like it. But where we are weak, there is an opportunity for God’s 
strength in Jesus to come to life through us.   
 God’s power has been made perfect through human weakness, not human strength. 
God did not reconcile the world to God’s self through brute force, but through helplessness 
and defeat. The authorities arrested Jesus; people testified falsely against him – they lied – 
yet he was found guilty; the soldiers mocked him and whipped him; he was hung, naked, on a 
cross to die, humiliated, in front of everyone. Jesus’ weakness was on full display at the 
crucifixion. And then God raised Jesus from the dead, making the whole world new, 
redefining what power meant, reordering life according to God’s vision. 

You and I, we’re pretty weak. As a congregation, we’re small, many of us in our last few 
decades. What do we have to offer in these times of loss and sorrow and fear? A worship 
service on Sunday mornings, some Bible study, fellowship, prayers, handmade quilts and 
food offerings for the poor. It’s hard to see how this broken world can be made new through 
us, how our neighborhoods or the church at large might be blessed through us. Except that 
God’s power is made perfect in weakness. God uses the places where we are weak, to 
accomplish things we could not achieve by our knowledge or strength.  

Through us, God reaches people who feel forgotten; God comforts people in mourning; 
God tells someone who’s been rejected that they are loved; God welcomes everyone, 
whatever their race or gender identity, or sexual orientation, or financial status, or personal 
history. In worship, whether in person or watched over a screen, God breaks into the secular 
sameness of this world with sacred time, with holy things that give us holy possibilities.  

We can make peace with our smallness, our helplessness, because God’s strength is 
made perfect in human weakness. We have seen that in Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. 
We participate in that now, through the sharing of Jesus’ body, broken for you,  his blood, 
shed for you; his life given for the life of the world.  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW 796  “How Firm a Foundation” 
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has said 
 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 
2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 
 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 
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4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
 my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
 and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 
 like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne." 
 
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. 

  
The assembly stands. 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
     A brief silence. 
God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim people of all races, languages, sexual 
orientations and genders as your beloved children. Sustain the baptized and increase their 
faith, that your gospel may be proclaimed throughout the earth. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our 
prayer. 
 
God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the universe. We give you thanks for the 
moon and stars, for the planets and the Milky Way Galaxy, and for all of the mysteries of the 
cosmos that remain unknown to us. Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
God of freedom, we bring our nation before you with its strengths and its weaknesses. In 
Jesus you have liberated us from sin and death; liberate us also from spiritual, social, and 
political oppression. Defend us from tyrants and deliver us from all forms of slavery or 
corruption. Use our freedom for works of liberation and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,  hear 
our prayer. 
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God of compassion, you joined the vulnerable in this world by becoming vulnerable in Jesus 
Christ.  Strengthen those who feel faint, give courage to those who fear, and bring wholeness 
to those in need. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love. We pray for this 
gathering and all who call on you. Equip us as we leave this place to witness and serve our 
neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
God of all, receive the prayers raised by your people… 
 
 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. If you wish to give 
to Shepherd King, you can find our address at our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Mighty God, throughout the ages you have delivered your people from evil and death. 
Be at our table now to deliver us from our wrongs, our troubles, and our pain. Pour out your 
Spirit on us; fill us with fire and holy breath. Put your word on our lips that we may prophesy; 
give us visions and dreams of your Church and your world made new. For Jesus’ sake, 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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satisfy our hunger for truth and justice, for mercy and loving-kindness, and for unity over 
division, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you 
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your 
name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Happy fourth of July. We give thanks for the United States of America, our homeland, and we 
ask God’s blessing on our nation to guide us in the ways of truth, mutual regard, and peace. 
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Shepherd King’s Book Discussion Group will meet via Zoom on Monday evening, July 12, at 
7:30 to talk about Gilead, by Marilynne Robinson.  
 
In three weeks we will celebrate Christmas in July, Sunday, July 25. You’ll want to be here as 
we sing carols, hear the Christmas story, and rejoice in the news that Jesus is born. 
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. Please call us at 210-344-5881, if you’re in 
need of prayer, a listening ear, or anything else. 
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN       ELW 890  “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” 
1 Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 
 he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
 he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword: 
 his truth is marching on. 
 
Refrain 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 His truth is marching on. 
 
2 He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 
 he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat. 
 Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet! 
 Our God is marching on.  Refrain 
 
3 In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 
 with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me. 
 As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free, 
 while God is marching on.  Refrain 
 
Text: Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE            Piano 
“America(My Country, Tis of Thee)” Traditional/ arrg, by Cindy Berry 
 
 



11 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS018007.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright 
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
"Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 
 #A-715748. All rights reserved.”  
 
 

We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
 
 
Online Worship Etiquette  
            Worshiping virtually over the internet is a new experience at Shepherd King. We started in 
March of 2020 with no idea what guidelines might be helpful. Now that we’ve been having online 
worship for over a year, Shepherd King’s council gave some thought to worship etiquette for those 
participating on Facebook.   
            We encourage those on Facebook to post comments online, but also to keep those comments 
consistent with Sunday morning worship. It’s great to say “Good morning, we’re watching” and “Good 
to see everyone” and “The music is wonderful” and “Peace be with you” and “Amen, Hallelujah!” It's 
also helpful to let us know if the sound or the video are not working properly. Those are all in keeping 
with the spirit of worship.  
            Other remarks are less appropriate, such as comments on someone’s clothing or hairstyle, 
and interaction of a frivolous manner with other worshipers. That sort of conversation is best reserved 
for another context.  Just as we would expect those worshiping in person not to talk about yesterday’s 
football game or how much weight someone has lost or gained during worship, we ask those 
worshiping virtually to keep the comments they post during the service respectful of being gathered in 
God’s house. Please save banter, slang, and any sort of innuendo for another time and place. Thank 
you.  

 
 
Prayer concerns this week: 
 
 
 


