
Service of Holy Communion   
May 9, 2021  6th Sunday of Easter 

 
 
 
WELCOME     
 
PRELUDE            Organ 
 “O God, Beyond All Praising”  Gustav Holst 
 
The assembly stands. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
        We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from 
death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the 
grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we 
hide in fear.  

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our journey as we 
share your life. Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life.  To you 
be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG   ELW 367 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  
1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
 in praise of love that still abounds: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
 Repeat their song of glory here: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 
 therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Now still he comes to give us life 
 and by his presence stills all strife. 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
 set heart and will on things above 
 that we conquer through your triumph; 
 grant grace sufficient for life's day 
 that by our lives we truly say: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. 
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour 
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy 
Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews 
and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 
extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 98 
 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
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  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
who comes to judge the earth. 
 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s 
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love and 
faith. 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we 
love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God 
conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that 
conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
GOSPEL READING: John 15:9-17 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the fifteenth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the 
days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one 
another. 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 
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you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. 
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

SERMON      
 There’s a lot of noise in today’s psalm, Psalm 98.  We are still celebrating Easter 
Sunday, even on this, the 6th Sunday of Easter. During the 7 Sundays of Easter, we continue 
worshiping as though each one is the Day of Resurrection. Which explains why there is so 
much noise in today’s psalm – it is the noise of creation rejoicing – oceans, fields, forests and 
all living things. Psalm 98 fits in the resurrection theme with its happy noise, grateful noise 
that bursts forth from you and you cannot hold it back.   
 “Shout for joy! Lift up your voice and sing! Sound the harp, the trumpet, the horns in 
praise of God!”  Doesn’t that sound like Easter morning – brass and strings and voices joined 
together in melody and harmony? But there’s more: “the seas roar, the rivers clap their hands, 
the hills ring out with joy…” The universe itself is rejoicing and praising God, and it’s all 
because God ‘has come to judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.’ 
God has come to judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.  
 I don’t know about you, but that last line makes me nervous. It’s great to have God’s 
full, passionate presence with us, but if God has come to judge the world with “righteousness” 
and the peoples with “equity,” where does that leave you and me? This world is not righteous; 
there is not true equity among us all; yet the LORD has come to judge creation according to 
just those lines.  

Which suggests that, along with the ecstasy of greeting God, will come discomfort, 
giving up things we don’t want to give up, making room for others when we would rather not, 
and having to face our own particular wrongs just as they are being forgiven. “The LORD will 
judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.” Righteousness and equity 
are great! Getting from here to there, however, might be tough. 
 I’m going to move a bit abruptly to the Gospel reading, so bear with me.  Do you ever 
wonder what our purpose is as a congregation, or how you and I got here – to this specific 
church with these particular people? Why are we here, besides the fact that we have friends 
here and we like the music? Are you and I Christians by chance? Is our relationship with God-
in-Jesus and with the church, only because when young our parents had us baptized and 
brought us to worship? Is our faith, our connection to Jesus, merely an accident of fate 
because we were born in the United States and not in Saudi Arabia or China?  
 It might seem that way when we review the path of our past, noting all the times things 
could have turned out differently.  My father had originally planned to be an architect. If he’d 
followed that path, instead of becoming a Lutheran pastor, would I be in the ministry?  When I 
consider my own life until now I think, “Well, this is where I ended up,” – not just Shepherd 
King, but everything – in San Antonio, life as a pastor, living in my particular neighborhood 
with my specific husband, trying to make sense of all this and figure out what comes next. 
This is where I ended up. 
 The disciples must have wondered how they got “here” the night before Jesus’ 
crucifixion, as they gathered around the table for a last meal, and Jesus told them things that 
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were hard to understand. “Keep my commandments and your joy will be complete; You’re not 
my servants anymore, but my friends, if you keep my commandments. I am going away now, 
but I have shared with you everything from the Father.” They must have wondered how they 
got to this moment. Should they have joined up with Jesus in the first place, since it led to 
such suffering and death? 
 Maybe Jesus was aware of their doubts that night, as Jesus knows our doubts, 
because all these questions are answered in verse 16. As he’s telling his friends what to do 
once he’s gone – carry on with love – he suddenly stops and says, “You didn’t choose me. I 
chose you.”   You did not choose me.  I chose you.  

Are we here by happenstance?  No.  Do we have faith in Jesus simply because that’s 
how we were raised? No. Is all this an accident, that we worship here and study God’s word, 
and pull together to try and do God’s work in the world?  No. You are not an accident. Your 
presence here is not by chance.  Jesus chose you. Jesus chooses you, for this faith, this 
family of believers, this place in this time with the resources available to you and me. We are 
‘church’ – part of the larger ‘Church’ – because Jesus chose us for this role. We can trust that. 
 The other thing Jesus says in today’s gospel reading is that we are to love one another. 
He says it over and over the night before he is crucified. “Love one another as I have loved 
you.” “If you are my friends, you will keep my commandment which is to love one another.”  
Love the church community as a whole, love the neighborhood and its people even if you 
don’t like all of them, love friends and strangers and enemies more than you love or prioritize 
yourself. There is no greater love than to give your life for others. Jesus chose us to be filled 
with this love, to let it overflow from us out into the world as it is today – messy, conflicted, 
angry, scared, exhausted, and confused. Our purpose is to greet this world with the 
welcoming, unconditional, self-giving love of Jesus.  And to stand-fast in that love, even if we 
face hostility or rejection in return. 
 Back to that issue with the psalm… God has come, in Jesus, to judge the world with 
righteousness and the people with equity. Our world is not righteous. There is not true equity 
between people: some are valued more than others, some have more opportunity and more 
resources than others, some have been treated with love and respect more consistently than 
others. Equity is needed; righteousness is needed here, and only God can fully and 
completely instate it. We are not able to do that on our own.  

But scripture testifies that God works through human beings, human communities. We 
should expect God, then, to establish righteousness and equity through people – especially 
through collections of people: coalitions, governments, corporations, communities of religious 
peoples.  You and I have been chosen by Jesus to be part of this endeavor to restore the 
world to a better balance of righteousness and equity for all.   
  And we know how to do that. Maybe not specific strategies or policies, but we know 
how to seek newness in the world. It is through love, the love of Jesus, poured into us, and 
spilling over from us into communities and government bodies and political parties, 
educational institutions, and neighborhoods and nations. Jesus has chosen us to love the 
world as he loves us –  welcoming for saints and sinners, speaking the truth of God’s word, 
feeding the hungry, seeking out and spending time with prisoners, and addicts, and 
immigrants, praying ardently for our enemies.   
 We don’t do any of this alone, and we’re not here by accident. Jesus chooses us to be 
his friends; Jesus loves us with undying love; Jesus sends us, confident that the love we’ve 
received is love we will also give. Through this love, God will bring forth righteousness in the 
world, mutual respect and dignity to all people. 



7 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY      ELW 836  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 
 God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 
 praising thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
 drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
 fill us with the light of day. 
 
2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 
 earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 
 stars and angels sing around thee, 
 center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
 flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
 call us to rejoice in thee. 
 
3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
 ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
 ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
 all who live in love are thine; 
 teach us how to love each other, 
 lift us to the joy divine! 
 
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922 

 
The assembly stands. 
 
NICENE CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
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he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
     A brief silence. 
Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all 
Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and 
witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, 
O God.       Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, the universe praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth 
with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and 
soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your 
word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the 
world may live in peace. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are 
sick or suffering. Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-
changing responses to these needs in our own communities. Be with the dying this day. Hear 
us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and mothering 
people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who 
grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with 
thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in 
your lasting love. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Source of all Hope, receive the prayers raised to you by this gathered people… 
 
 
 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
sustains the work of this congregation and the larger church as we support new mission 
churches and missionaries in this country and around the world.  If you wish to give to 
Shepherd King, you can find our address at our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
PREFACE FOR EASTER 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Lord God, steadfast and holy, from age to age you have blessed your people. You 
promised descendants to Abraham and Sarah, and in their twilight years, gave them a son. 
After the flood, you flung a rainbow across the sky, promising never again to destroy all living 
creatures. You heard the cries of the Israelite slaves and sent Moses to bring them to 
freedom. You showed your deep love for the world by sending your only begotten Son to 
save. We bless you for Jesus’ teaching and healing, his righteous truth and his merciful 
forgiveness, his death and resurrection for the life of the world, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers, all who have been like a mother to anyone, all 
grandmothers, and on and on. We wouldn’t make it without you and we thank God for you. 
 
I will be away next Sunday, in Minneapolis with my sisters, to attend the funeral of my dear 
Uncle Vern, my mother’s brother. In my absence, Pastor Sarah Roemer will lead worship here 
and preach. I’ll be back in the office on Monday, May 17. For a week. Before I go on vacation. 
 
The deadline for the June issue of The Staff is Monday, May 10.  Submit your articles or 
information to the church office.  Thank you. 
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The Men’s Early Breakfast group will meet on Tuesday, May 18 at 8am at the Denny’s on 
Bitters & HWY 281. 
 
Council meeting has been rescheduled. It was to be next Sunday afternoon, but we’ve 
rescheduled it for Tuesday, May 18, at 7pm via Zoom. 
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. Please call us at 210-344-5881, if you’re in 
need of prayer, a listening ear, or anything else. 
 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     ELW 537  “On Our Way Rejoicing” 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE            Organ 
 “Alleluia”  W.A. Mozart 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS018007.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright 
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
"Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 
 #A-715748. All rights reserved.”  
 
 

We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 
 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS FOR THIS WEEK: 
  Gary & Nancy Hertel, for health and healing (Cousins of Pr. John Braulick & Jennifer Rendon) 

 
**Prayer Concerns for the week should be called into the church office no later than noon on 
Wednesdays.  They will be included in the bulletin for the upcoming Sunday.  Thank you. 
 


