
Service of Holy Communion   
May 2, 2021 5th  Sunday of Easter 

 
WELCOME     
 
PRELUDE    

“This is Amazing Grace”   Phil Wickham/Jeremy Riddle/Josh          One Voice 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
        We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from 
death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the 
grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we 
hide in fear.  

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our journey as we 
share your life. Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life.  To you 
be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG     ELW 821  “Shout to the Lord”  x2 
 My Jesus, my Savior, 
 Lord, there is none like you. 
 All of my days I want to praise 
 the wonders of your mighty love. 
 My comfort, my shelter, 
 tower of refuge and strength; 
 let ev'ry breath, all that I am 
 never cease to worship you. 
 
 Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 
 power and majesty, praise to the King. 
 Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
 at the sound of your name. 
 I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 
 forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand. 
 Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 
  
Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965 
Text © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in the USA & Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, 
Mobile, AL 36695. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our 
life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your 
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 
  

THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40 
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home 
after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel 
to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now 
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can 
I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the 
passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the 
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent 
me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and 
the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went 
on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 22:25-31 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations.  
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 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!” 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21 
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we 
have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to 
be matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love. 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s 
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the 
world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in 
love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their 
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have 
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.  

The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    “Sing Alleluia”    

Sing Alleluia to the Lord. Sing Alleluia to the Lord.  
Sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia to the Lord. (repeat)  

 
GOSPEL READING: John 15:1-8 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the thirteenth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have 
with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do 
nothing. 
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me 
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
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neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON     
 Today’s gospel reading seems especially appropriate to our lives now: after thirteen 
months of drastic social distancing, and after this past winter that surprised us with real snow, 
snow that lasted and kept temperatures below freezing for days on end. That’s not supposed 
to happen in south Texas; our gardens this spring are proof of that. Some plants are 
recovering, but many are yellow-brown and lifeless. Some trees, shrubs, and flowers might 
make it with proper attention – pruning, watering, fertilizing – but many will have to be thrown 
out and replaced.  
 The trick, for gardeners and arborists, is to get the pruning right. If you prune too much 
or at the wrong time, you risk killing the plant. If you don’t prune enough, or don’t prune at all, 
the plant is unable, or unmotivated, to grow and produce fruit.  We had done very little pruning 
on our Meyer Lemon trees the last several years since we planted them. If we erred, we erred 
on the side of wanting to be sure not to kill the trees, or do them significant damage. Even 
with our modest pruning, however, we got a good crop of lemons last spring – enough to 
freeze lemon juice and lemon peel, give some lemons to neighbors, and still have plenty.  
 This year we’re definitely gonna’ need to prune, but when and how is more complicated 
than before. The week of snow and ice pretty well killed our lemon trees. The branches are 
dry sticks show no sign of coming back to life. But at the root of the trees are several 
vigorous, green shoots. Were the main trees alive and healthy, I would cut off those shoots so 
the trunk and its branches would receive more nourishment. Clearly we don’t want to do that 
now, but what should we do to help those little sprigs grown, to trim and feed and water them 
so a new tree might spring forth? Pruning is tricky business. 
 Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. In order for us to live and bear good fruit, 
we have to remain connected to the vine. If we detach ourselves from the vine we’ll end up as 
dead sticks waiting to be thrown in the fire. Whatever good fruit we do produce is not so much 
our achievement as it is the result of what we receive from Jesus: welcome, loving-kindness, 
patience, guidance and instruction, ability, encouragement, and faith.  

When our lives get stagnant, when we’re being “church” the only way we know how, but 
are not bearing much fruit, when human communities are tangled up in what they’ve always 
been without evolving, it’s time for pruning. It seems, during the past year, that God has been 
doing some heavy pruning. Our lives – individually, as church, as a society – are not what 
they were.  

Here at Shepherd King, this is our first in person worship in over a year, and now we 
have a tripod with a camera up front. We won’t gather around the altar for communion, but will 
open our individual packages of wafer and juice, and consume them in our socially distanced 
pews. There won’t be a line after the service to greet the pastor – we’ll just mosey out into the 
sunshine. This is not how “church” was 18 months ago, two years ago; as yet, we don’t know 
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what ‘church’ will be in the future. The new normal will emerge gradually, not according a neat 
pattern, but bumping and lurching forward as we adapt to new circumstances.  
 The abrupt arrival of the pandemic forced us to stop – most of us, anyway; though 
maybe not health care workers. But for most of us, stay at home orders disrupted our usual 
routines. Wearing masks, socially distancing, washing hands over and over, not going to 
restaurants or big gatherings or the gym – has been new to us. Had the disruption lasted a 
couple months and then lifted, we might have picked up right where we left off. But this 
“abnormal” time has lasted long enough to make us ponder what is essential and what is not, 
what must we keep up with and what we can let slide. Many of us – I certainly – wouldn’t have 
done this voluntarily: stayed home and avoided other people for over a year. We wouldn’t 
have spent months in semi-idleness had we not been forced to. We were far too busy to 
choose to be still and reassess the world, our daily lives. 
 God has been doing some pruning. When this horrible disease arose, God made use of 
the months of disruption to get our attention, to make us worship and gather differently, make 
us sit still and see the world anew, make us wrestle with what needs to change and how 
change might come about, make us wrestle with ourselves – am I living the life I should be 
living as a disciple of Jesus? Are you?   
 It’s sobering to know, as you stand with your pruning shears, that you have the life and 
wellbeing of a living plant in your hands. Cut well and it will be free of dead weight, 
encouraged into growing and producing. Cut poorly and that’s the end. The one who prunes 
has a lot of power, a lot of responsibility, in her hands. All the branches can do is wait. All we 
can do is wait and watch and pray and listen. God is doing something new among us – the 
church, the world. We don’t yet know what it will be. But we trust the one with the pruning 
shears in his hands. 
 What does it mean to be church now? Is church still those who find their way to our 
building, or is it broader than that? Who are we as a people now – how do we deal with 
racism and policing, violence and issues of safety? What about the elderly and the children – 
how best can we care for and accompany the elderly; how best can we help children learn, 
build relationships, know themselves and know God’s love for them?  How do we provide 
them freedom and space to be young, while still keeping them safe? We don’t know yet. But 
slowly, slowly, newness is emerging, the world is adapting, and we are becoming what God 
wants us to be. 
 Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Every branch that bears fruit, God 
prunes to make it bear more fruit. Abide in me…you cannot bear fruit unless you abide in me.” 
God is working on us, cutting away what is no longer useful, encouraging new growth, 
shaping our way of being in the world.   We simply need to abide in Jesus. Remain with 
Jesus. Know Jesus more and more deeply. Worship often. Read scripture; study scripture 
with others. Pray. Listen for God’s voice, quiet as a breath, loud as the beating of your heart.  
 The great gardener is at work, pruning and shaping, watering and shining on us with 
the Son. Stay with Jesus. And look for new things that are beginning to sprout. There is life 
here, yet; we will bear good fruit yet. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    ELW 742  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
 all our sins and griefs to bear! 
 What a privilege to carry 
 ev'rything to God in prayer! 
 Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
 oh, what needless pain we bear-- 
 all because we do not carry 
 ev'rything to God in prayer! 
  
2 Have we trials and temptations? 
 Is there trouble anywhere? 
 We should never be discouraged-- 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Can we find a friend so faithful 
 who will all our sorrows share? 
 Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
 cumbered with a load of care? 
 Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 In his arms he'll take and shield you; 
 you will find a solace there. 
 
Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886 

 
NICENE CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
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and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
    A brief silence. 
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you. Cleanse us by 
your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses 
to your love. Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation, may 
we seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God.   
Your mercy is great. 
 
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance of your 
abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to serve. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love: those who 
are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all. Hear us, O God.   Your 
mercy is great. 
 
We lift our heartfelt prayers to you, O God… 
 
 
Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With them, may our souls live 
forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
sustains this congregation’s work, along with that of the Southwestern Texas Synod and its 
Border Ministries, caring for people and places on the border. If you wish to give to Shepherd 
King, you can find our address at our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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PREFACE FOR EASTER 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Lord God, steadfast and holy, from age to age you have blessed your people. You 
promised descendants to Abraham and Sarah, and in their twilight years, gave them a son. 
After the flood, you flung a rainbow across the sky, promising never again to destroy all living 
creatures. You heard the cries of the Israelite slaves and sent Moses to bring them to 
freedom. You showed your deep love for the world by sending your only begotten Son to 
save. We bless you for Jesus’ teaching and healing, his righteous truth and his merciful 
forgiveness, his death and resurrection for the life of the world, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



12 
 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome back to worship in the building. It is so good to see your faces – even though 
masked. Thank you for observing our safety protocols, wearing masks, social distancing, 
sharing the peace with a wave or a peace sign. The rate of new infections here in San 
Antonio has been low, but we don’t want to give room for any new variants to move in and 
make havoc.  
 
The beautiful flowers on the altar today are given by Pat O’Rourke in memory of her mother, 
Jeanette O’Rourke who was a beloved member of Shepherd King. 
 
Worship and Music Ministry team meets via Zoom on Saturday at 10:00.  
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. Please call us at 210-344-5881, if you’re in 
need of prayer, a listening ear, or anything else. 
 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN    ELW 860   “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” 
1 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 
2 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 
 Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 
3 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
 When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 
1 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
 I'm so glad Jesus lifted me, 
 singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
POSTLUDE                          Handbells 
Celebration #4-Michael R. Keller - Five More Celebrations- Michael R. Keller - Agape  
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We ask at the end of the service that you kindly throw away your bulletin, 
communion cup and any trash you may have in the receptacles provided at 
the rear of the sanctuary.  Your assistance is most appreciated. 


