
Service of Holy Communion   
April 25, 2021 4th  Sunday of Easter 

 
 
WELCOME     
 
PRELUDE   “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”   J.S. Bach        Organ 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
        We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from 
death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the 
grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water 
shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.  

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our journey as we 
share your life. Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life.  To you 
be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG     #385 “Good Christian Friends Rejoice and Sing”   verses-1,3,4 
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 
 Now is the triumph of our king! 
 To all the world glad news we bring: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
3 Praise we in songs of victory 
 that love, that life, which cannot die, 
 and sing with hearts uplifted high: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 
 and sing today with one accord, 
 the life laid down, the life restored: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt. 
Text © 1952, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient & Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your 
fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one 
with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   Amen. 
  
 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news 
of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that 
he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities. 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When 
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 
name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone 
who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, 
and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This 
Jesus is 
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
mortals by which we must be saved.” 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM READING: Psalm 23 
 1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love 
we share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing 
such love we fulfill God’s commandments. 
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16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 
our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we 
will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if 
our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him 
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments 
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 
that he has given us. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 
GOSPEL READING: John 10:11-18 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the tenth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who 
cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am 
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and 
I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not 
belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be 
one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 
order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from 
my Father.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON      
Today’s second reading, from 1st John, caught my attention, especially these words: 

“16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s 
goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?   18Little children, let us love, 
not in word or speech, but in truth and action.”  

Those words grabbed me because they are so simple and to the point, as though 
there’s nothing else we need to know. I don’t mean following these words, enacting them in 
our lives, is simple; it is not. But what they say to us is direct, beautiful, hope-filled, and 
strengthening. “We know love by this… that Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.”   That’s 
love.   We are loved that deeply.  

In these days of so much fear and hatred, so much loss and uncertainty, I don’t always 
know what to say to you from the pulpit. I want to give you hope; I want to speak of God’s love 
for you in such a way that you receive it, you have it deep in your hearts. But too often, I am 
frozen with sorrow and helplessness at what’s going on in our nation today and words won’t 
come.  

The video of George Floyd’s death has been shown countless times. It is awful to 
watch – to see him struggle for breath and plead for his life, to see the by-standers grow ever 
more agitated and frantic, to notice that he stops moving and has died.  Whatever you think 
about the rest of it, watching that death is horrifying.   Now we’ve been through the trial of 
former officer Derek Chauvin, and there is so much tension across the nation: what will the 
verdict be? How will people react? Will there be more violence? Will we believe justice has 
been served, or find ourselves more angry and bitter than before?  

Back when the pandemic first settled in and people began to stay home, there was, for 
about 10 to 12 months, a cessation of mass shootings. The news was all about people getting 
sick, hospitals being overrun, medical personnel coming out of retirement or traveling across 
the country to help out. But no mass shootings. Until the past month:  

April 15 – eight people killed at a FedEx in Indianapolis; April 13 – in Baltimore, four 
people shot and injured over a dice game; April 11 – three injured and one killed at a house 
party in Wichita, Kansas; April 9 – Fort Worth, one killed and three injured in gunfire between 
cars; April 8 – Bryan, Texas – one killed and five injured at a cabinet manufacturer; April 7 – 
in Rock Hill South Carolina six killed including a prominent doctor, his wife and two 
grandchildren; Also April 7 – Milwaukee, two killed and two injured at a gas station shooting; 
April 4 – Monroe, Louisiana, six people injured in a shooting at Bobo’s Bar; April 3 – 
Wilmington, North Carolina, three people killed and four injured at a shooting at a house 
party; April 3, Dallas, Texas – two brothers killed their parents, sister, and grandmother; 
March 31 in Orange California, four killed, including a child, and one injured in a shooting at 
an office complex. Ten dead in a grocery store shooting in Boulder, Colorado on March 23, 
and 8 massage therapists dead in Atlanta on March 16.   One month. One month, friends. 
This is how life has come to be in the United States of America. 

And so, there are days when I don’t know what to say to you on Sunday morning. The 
life of our country goes from one horror to the next. We deal with the resulting stress however 
we can – put it out of our minds, turn off the news, tell ourselves it won’t happen in San 
Antonio, keep a closer watch on the kids. But with all the trauma, all the tragedy tearing 
through the world and assaulting us, words seem puny and inadequate. Speaking feels 
pointless.  We know it’s going to happen again – a controversial confrontation between a 



6 
 

person of color and the police, a mass shooting, the ensuing rage and grief. What can 
possibly be said? 

Let’s place daily life in America and the gospel news side by side: the killings of black 
and brown people, the protests and rioting that follow, the mass shootings nearly every day – 
and the words of 1st John: “We know love by this, that Jesus Christ laid down his life for us, 
and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.” Can you see it? – the anger, hurt, 
despair, and hatred in one hand, and in the other, Jesus who laid down his life for us. Who 
laid down his life for us.  

I don’t have answers to this mess. I can’t tell you, definitively, who’s right and who’s 
wrong; no matter what I said someone would make the opposite argument. But I can, and will, 
urge you to keep this image before you – amid the atrocities taking place across the world 
and our anguished response… we still know love. Jesus is God’s love for us, for the whole 
world. That doesn’t take away the suffering; it doesn’t gloss over what has been lost. It 
doesn’t magically make things better. But it makes room for something else, something 
different.  

 Deep inside, washing over our wounds, forgiving our wrongs, is love, expressed in 
Jesus laying down his life for us. That is our story. That is the example left for us. That is our 
pathway through this world. We know love in that Jesus died for us, and he bids us come and 
die for one another. We are not people who kill from revenge or defiance; we are not people 
who look out only for ourselves and “our kind.” We are people who lay down our lives for each 
other, for people we don’t know. Loving Jesus, we let ourselves be killed if that is required, 
just as our Lord did.  

I don’t know what’s going to happen now; I don’t know what the best course forward is, 
except that it is not killing people. I invite you, with me, to cling to this: You are loved 
completely, just as you are. You are always loved. God sees you – your hopes, your needs, 
your fears, your weariness. Jesus never leaves you to face uncertainty and danger alone. At 
all times, at all times, love surrounds you. Please hear that. Drink it in. No matter what’s 
happening in the world, it cannot come between you and God’s love for you.  

This is how we know love, this is our model of what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his 
life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for one another. “How does God’s love abide in 
anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?  
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.” The way forward, 
whatever its specifics, is rooted in Jesus, in his self-sacrificing love for us and his undying 
love for all creation.  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY     #502  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  - verses 1,2,6 
1 The King of love my shepherd is, 
 whose goodness faileth never; 
 I nothing lack if I am his 
 and he is mine forever. 
 
2 Where streams of living water flow, 
 my ransomed soul he leadeth 
 and, where the verdant pastures grow, 
 with food celestial feedeth. 
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6 And so, through all the length of days, 
 thy goodness faileth never. 
 Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
 within thy house forever. 
 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877 

  
NICENE CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
    A brief silence. 
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Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to your 
loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness to your 
expansive love. Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your 
creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with 
life. Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

Ruling Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of all who 
govern the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give leaders joy in 
lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your 
Spirit, so that we lay down our lives for those in need. Help us love one another in truth and 
action. Hear us, O God.     Your mercy is great. 
 

Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together and 
give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities, fill us anew 
with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

We lift to you, Good Shepherd, the petitions of this gathered people… 
 
 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrection 
hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you. Bring us, with them, to dwell in 
your house forever. Hear us, O God.      Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
sustains this congregation’s work passing on the faith to young people.  If you wish to give to 
Shepherd King, you can find our address at our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 

THE DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

 
 
PREFACE FOR EASTER 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Lord God, steadfast and holy, from age to age you have blessed your people. You 
promised descendants to Abraham and Sarah, and in their twilight years, gave them a son. 
After the flood, you flung a rainbow across the sky, promising never again to destroy all living 
creatures. You heard the cries of the Israelite slaves and sent Moses to bring them to 
freedom. You showed your deep love for the world by sending your only begotten Son to 
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save. We bless you for Jesus’ teaching and healing, his righteous truth and his merciful 
forgiveness, his death and resurrection for the life of the world, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Next Sunday we will begin worshiping in person. Everyone is welcome to attend, but we do 
ask that worshipers wear a face mask throughout the service and social distance from people 
not in their own household. Bulletins and communion packets will be on a table in the narthex 
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for you to pick up as you enter the building. The offering plate will also be in the narthex; you 
may leave your offering there. Sunday services will continue to be offered online for those 
who prefer not to, or cannot, attend in person. 
 
All council members are asked to attend our first Bridge-building dialogue this afternoon, 
Zoom, 3-5. 
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. If you need a 
listening ear, a prayer, or something more specific, call us at 210-344-5881. If no one 
answers, leave a message and I’ll call you back.     
 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     #789 “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  verses1,2,4 
1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 
 much we need your tender care. 
 In your pleasant pastures feed us, 
 for our use your fold prepare. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have bought us; we are yours. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have bought us; we are yours. 
 
2 We are yours; in love befriend us, 
 be the guardian of our way; 
 keep your flock, from sin defend us, 
 seek us when we go astray. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 hear us children when we pray. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 hear us children when we pray. 
 
4 Early let us seek your favor, 
 early let us do your will; 
 blessed Lord and only Savior, 
 with your love our spirits fill. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have loved us, love us still. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have loved us, love us still. 
 
Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847 
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE      Fugue in B flat Major    J.S. Bach                     Organ 
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