
Service of Holy Communion   
April 18, 2021 3rd Sunday of Easter 

 
 
WELCOME      
 

PRELUDE   “Good, Good Father”   Pat Barrett/Anthony Brown             One Voice 
CCLI Song # 7036612  Anthony Brown | Pat Barrett  CCLI License # 11534117 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
        We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from 
death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the 
grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our  
thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with 
strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.  

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our journey as we 
share your life. Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life.  To you 
be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG     “Open The Eyes Of My Heart” 
Chorus 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 
(repeat) 
 

Verse 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy holy holy 
 

Chorus (x2) 
 

Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
I want to see You 
(repeat 4x) 
 

CCLI Song # 2298355  Paul Baloche  CCLI License # 11534117 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. 
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s 
promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death 
and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his 
servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 
decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a 
murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To 
this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, 
whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health 
in the presence of all of you. 
  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this 
way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 
suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM READING: Psalm 4 
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause;  you set me free when I was in 
distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 
  the LORD will hear me when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 
  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  
 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 
  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness in my heart, 
  more than when grain and wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  
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SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7 
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full 
details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to 
take away our sins. 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we 
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: 
when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this 
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he 
was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; 
no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Sing Alleluia”    

Sing Alleluia to the Lord. Sing Alleluia to the Lord.  
Sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia to the Lord. (repeat)  

 
GOSPEL READING: Luke 24:36b-48 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the 
disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and 
sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They 
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, 
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my 
feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 
anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their 
presence. 
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON      

I used to know this guy (some 40 years ago) who, whenever he saw me would say, a 
big smile on his face, “What’d you eat today?”  Not “How are you?” or “What’s going on?” or 
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“Nice to see you,” but always, “What’d you eat today?” It was a friendly greeting, one that 
invited me to pull up a chair and talk a while. We might talk about food. We might talk about 
the weather. We might talk about what somebody was doing, or about something we’d heard. 
But the conversation always started with that question, “What’d you eat today?” 

It’s an unusual question with which to begin a conversation. But if you think about it, 
interactions with friends and food go together. So, asking someone what they’d eaten might 
be a way, metaphorically, of sitting at the table with them.  Relationships are always enriched 
around a table. Remembering that question now, makes me smile.  Sometimes, when I was 
about to leave, Anthony would say, “What are you cooking tonight?” If I asked why he wanted 
to know, his smile would broaden and he’d say, “Cause if it’s good, I’m might want you to 
bring me a plate.” I’d shake my head and laugh.  

There are some unusual features in today’s gospel reading from Luke. First, this 
episode takes place late on Easter Day, after sunset. By the time Jesus shows up in that 
room with the disciples, the women had found his tomb empty, he had appeared to Peter, and 
then had accompanied two others on their journey to Emmaus.  In that room that night, the 
empty tomb, those strange encounters were all the disciples could talk about. But when Jesus 
was suddenly standing among them, they were terrified and wondered if he was a ghost.   
Seems odd to me; they’d already seen him, yet now his presence scared them.  I guess the 
reality of someone rising from the dead hadn’t sunk in yet.  

The line that stands out to me in today’s gospel reading is this:  “They gave Jesus a 
piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence.” The rest of the account is 
about mystical, theological things – the way Jesus had explained scripture on the walk to 
Emmaus, what exactly Peter had seen when he “saw Jesus,” and could any of them believe 
the things they’d experienced? Again, at the end of this gospel reading, Jesus talks theology 
with his friends and gives them a task to carry out. Only these few verses about food veer 
away from theology into practical, everyday life.  Jesus was hungry. He needed something to 
eat.  

I picture a dimly lit room, the disciples clustered in little groups, talking, and in the 
background a table with food on it. They had finished eating; the leftovers hadn’t been put 
away yet. Jesus arrives and initially has to calm their fears, explain what’s going on. He does 
that. But he hasn’t eaten and his stomach is growling, so he says, “Do you have anything to 
eat?” 

That could be anybody asking that. It could be my friend with his big smile saying, 
“What’d you eat today?” It could be your brother or sister, someone’s father or mother, the 
next door neighbor, relatives in from out of town, asking, “Can I get a drink of water?” or “Do 
you mind if I help myself to the leftovers?” It could be anyone. Anyone in a human body, alive, 
and in need of nourishment might ask, “Do you have anything to eat?” And a connection 
would be made, a relationship enhanced, over a cup of water given, a piece of fried chicken 
or bite of fish shared. 

I wonder if the mood in the room changed when Jesus got some food and ate. I wonder 
if the others relaxed, settled into being together. Watching Jesus take a bite of the fish; seeing 
him drink from a cup, his head thrown back, his Adam’s-apple bobbing. In the flesh. He was 
really there. Not a hallucination, or a mirage, or a dream, but Jesus, alive and eating at their 
table. 

“Have you anything to eat?” – such an ordinary thing to ask under such extraordinary 
circumstances. Grief dulls a person’s brain and makes him tired; Jesus’ friends were still 
mourning his death the previous Friday, his gruesome, horrifying death. Even after the news 
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that Jesus was raised, even after a few disciples saw him, still they weren’t sure what to think 
when he appeared in their room. But then they saw him put a piece of fish in his mouth, chew, 
and swallow. 

We question too – when people die and are gone from us, when we face our own 
death, when the world is spiraling with conflict and anger and pain – we question whether it is 
real. Did Jesus actually get up out of the grave and live again? Could that really be our 
destiny?  Could it be the destiny of everyone who has died so tragically in recent weeks: the 
brother who had a heart attack, the twenty-year-old shot and killed in Minneapolis, the father 
who got COVID and was gone so quickly, the ten murdered in a grocery store in Colorado, 
the eight massage therapists murdered in Atlanta.  We know the deaths are real, but is the 
resurrection?  Did Jesus rise from the dead, and if so, does that matter when so many people 
die tragically day after day?  

If the answer was just theological doctrine with its intricacies of how God works and 
what the purpose of God’s creation is… which is good and interesting stuff, by the way. But if 
the question of life after death was met only with intellectual arguments, I might not be 
convinced. The deaths we experience, the horrors we hear about on the news, are too 
shocking, too final, to be explained away or made “all better” with logical arguments and 
biblical theories.  

But food… food is real, tangible. Whether it’s fish and water, or bread and wine – 
placed in our hands, given for us to eat and drink with one another, with the risen Christ – that 
has the feel of authenticity. That is truth we can touch and taste. Food and drink are 
something we share in common, something every living creature needs – daily nourishment 
for our bodies and our spirits.  

After quieting his friends’ fears, Jesus said, “What’d ya’ll eat today, and is there any left 
over?” Just like any friend, or relative, or neighbor might ask.  The disciples gave Jesus some 
fish and he ate. He was not dead, but alive. Not gone from us forever, but here with us in the 
tragedies, the struggles, and the joys of daily life. The story, the reality of the resurrection, 
comes together around food, then and now.  

“Take and eat,” Jesus says, “this is my body, given for you; take and drink, this is my 
blood, shed for you…”  so that you, too, may live. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY     “Lord, Be Glorified” 
1 In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in my life, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
2 In our song, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in our song, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
3 In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in your church, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
4 In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 
 In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952 
Text © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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NICENE CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
     A brief silence. 
Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering. Open 
our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies 
repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God.     Your 
mercy is great. 
 



8 
 

Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and 
delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of 
earth a peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for guidance 
and strength. Answer them with the peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, 
state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant to 
those who are sick and suffering your compassion, and nurse them back to health and 
wholeness. Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God.         Your mercy is great. 
 

Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God. 
Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and more like 
you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank you 
for their lives among us. Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join them in 
everlasting life. Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive the prayers of your worshiping people… 
 
 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.  
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
sustains this congregation’s work as we seek to witness to the love and welcome of Jesus in 
this neighborhood.  If you wish to give to Shepherd King, you can find our address at our 
website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

 
PREFACE FOR EASTER 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Lord God, steadfast and holy, from age to age you have blessed your people. You 

promised descendants to Abraham and Sarah, and in their twilight years, gave them a son. 
After the flood, you flung a rainbow across the sky, promising never again to destroy all living 
creatures. You heard the cries of the Israelite slaves and sent Moses to bring them to 
freedom. You showed your deep love for the world by sending your only begotten Son to 
save. We bless you for Jesus’ teaching and healing, his righteous truth and his merciful 
forgiveness, his death and resurrection for the life of the world, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 

Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Congregational Meeting, to approve yearend financial report and take a second vote on the 
revised constitution, today, Sunday, April 18, immediately after worship. Please stay. 
 
Bridge-building dialogue next Sunday afternoon 
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. There’s a Wednesday morning Bible study 
from 10:30 to 11:30 am (central time) on Zoom – you’d be very welcome. If you need prayer 
or a conversation, if you have a question about Christian faith, the Bible or the Church, I 
would love to talk with you. Call Shepherd King at this number and if no one answers, please 
leave contact your information so I can get back to you. The church number is: 210-344-5881.    
 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN    “Jesus Messiah” 
Verse 1 
He became sin who knew no sin 
That we might become His righteousness 
He humbled Himself and carried the cross 
Love so amazing love so amazing 
 
Chorus  
Jesus Messiah Name above all names 
Blessed Redeemer Emmanuel 
The Rescue for sinners 
The Ransom from heaven 
Jesus Messiah Lord of all 
 
Verse 2 
His body the bread His blood the wine 
Broken and poured out all for love 
The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn 
Love so amazing love so amazing 
 
Chorus 
 
All our hope is in You 
All our hope is in You 
All the glory to You God 
The Light of the world 
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Chorus 
 
Ending 
Jesus Messiah 
Lord of all 
The Lord of all 
The Lord of all 
 
CCLI Song # 5183443 
Chris Tomlin | Daniel Carson | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves 
CCLI License # 11534117 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
CHIMES 
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
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