
Service of Holy Communion   
April 4, 2021, The Resurrection of our Lord 

 

WELCOME     
  
PRELUDE   
“In Christ Alone”    Kristin Lipscomb & Paula Kummer, duet - Keith Getty/ Stuart Townend  

CCLI Song # 3350395  Keith Getty | Stuart Townend  CCLI License # 11534117 

“Jesus Christ is Risen Today”  SKLC Bells - Robert Williams/arrg. Barry Braman 
  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  
    Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death 
to life, from tears to joy.  We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-
filled waters of rebirth, like rain to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like 
cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in 
fear.  Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our journey as we 
share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG    ELW #365 “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”   Pastor Kristine Hill, trumpet 
1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
 our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
 now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 
 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
 praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 
Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by 
his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every 
day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 
More than 700 years before Christ, the prophet Isaiah proclaims the good news of God’s 
salvation and calls all people to rejoice! God will make a rich feast for all people. God will wipe 
the tears from their eyes. And most importantly, God will destroy death itself. 
 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
  8he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the LORD has spoken. 
 9It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM READING: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.  
 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation. 
 22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
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SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles 
in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s 
forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people. 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know 
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 
all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    ELW #172 “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”  (x2) 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 16:1-8 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the sixteenth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement. 
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day 
of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one 
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right 
side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 
place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, 
for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid. 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON      
When someone dies, it’s over. The relationships they had with their spouse, their 

parents, their children, are concluded. Projects they had not finished, will stay unfinished. 
Someone waiting for the right time to have a difficult conversation with that person, will never 
have that talk. In whatever way you were responsible to the person who has died, your 
responsibilities are ended, unless you’re the executor of their will.  

Maybe it was your elderly parent who lived with you, whom you bathed and helped to 
the toilet and made sure she took her pills morning and night, and drove her to doctor’s 
appointments and found another, soft blanket to wrap around her when she was cold… You 
don’t have to do that anymore. You don’t have to do any of that.  

Maybe it was a partner with whom you were just starting a business. Suddenly, you’re 
alone. Will you look for a new partner, proceed by yourself, or scrap the whole project? 
Maybe it was your boss; now you might shift your work schedule or pursue a different job. 
Whoever it was who has died, that person is not coming back; nothing new or different can 
occur in your relationship with him. All that is done. 

It was early morning, sun peeking over the horizon, when Mary, Mary and Salome 
headed for Jesus’ tomb. Scarves wrapped around their heads, a cloak held tight against the 
wind, they carried spices and oils so they could prepare Jesus’ body for burial. There hadn’t 
been time on Friday, and then Saturday was the Sabbath, so this was the first opportunity 
they had to clean his body with sweet-smelling herbs and oils. They didn’t talk much along the 
way, except to wonder about the big stone in front of the tomb. How would they move it?  

That was as far as their thoughts went, because there wasn’t anything beyond that, not 
with regards to Jesus, anyway. This was the last kindness they could do for him, their final 
gesture of love. Afterward they would leave him in the grave, and resume their lives as best 
they could. But for now, for right now, they just wanted to bathe his body, anoint it with oil, and 
lavish it with sweet spices to take away the stench of death. 

When they arrived at the tomb, however, the stone was rolled back and a young man 
sat near the place where Jesus’ body had lain. Jesus’ body was not there. That shook them 
out of their stupor – the stupor that descends when someone you love dearly, dies 
unexpectedly. With wide eyes, holding their breath, they scanned the empty tomb. Jesus was 
nowhere to be seen. Meanwhile, the young man spoke to them. “You’re looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified. He’s not here. He is risen. He’s gone on to Galilee and wants y’all, and the 
others, to meet him there.” 

When someone dies, normally, it’s over. Any relationship you had with that person is 
finished, completed, because he’ll no longer be available to engage in the give-and-take, the 
camaraderie, the expectations and disappointments, the rifts and the new starts that make up 
human interactions.  They were done with Jesus.  And then suddenly they weren’t.  As 
shocking as his death had been, this news – that things were not over and he was alive again 
– was more shocking. The women hiked up their skirts and ran away, terrified. 

Loving Jesus, pledging to be faithful to Jesus, would be easier if he’d stayed dead. It’s 
much easier to revere people once they’ve died because they can’t surprise you anymore; 
they can no longer say or do things to make you uncomfortable, to put you in a tight spot.  But 
Jesus didn’t stay dead. He didn’t slip out of the picture and let everyone carry on without him. 
Had he remained dead, the disciples could have been nostalgic about him, sitting around a 
campfire, swapping stories, saying, “Remember the time Jesus said, ‘this’?” They could have 
kept on fishing. Or collecting taxes. Or herding sheep.  
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 It’s great news that Jesus was raised from the dead. He lives! And he promises that we 
will live with him, through him, in our earthly lives and in the kingdom of God forevermore. We 
celebrate the Day of Resurrection with Easter lilies and new clothes, with inspiring hymns and 
festive music, with Hallelujahs and victory shouts! Easter is a day of pure joy, a day when the 
future is full of hope, no matter what’s been going on. It’s great news that Jesus has been 
raised from the dead. 
 But it’s also unsettling. If we could convince ourselves that Jesus died on a Friday, 
some two thousand years ago, rose the following Sunday, and then ascended into heaven 
(wherever that is) and now sits at God’s right hand keeping an eye on things… that wouldn’t 
be so bad. We could hear that ‘good news’ and carry on with life as usual.   But if Jesus rose 
from the dead on that Sunday long ago, and is still alive – really, truly alive – what does that 
mean for us? It’s still unbelievably good news, but now with some complications. 
 It means Jesus can still surprise us – which is exciting, and frightening. It means Jesus’ 
work, which we are called to be part of, has not stopped, but is continuing:  truth-
telling…truth-telling…and healing, forgiving, feeding, teaching and learning, listening and 
caring, giving then giving-more, mourning-with and rejoicing-with each other, and loving, 
loving recklessly, loving without protecting ourselves from embarrassment or heartbreak.  

If Jesus is still alive, then our relationship with him is not fixed and finished, but growing 
and changing. If Jesus is alive today – which Jesus is – it means we don’t have ‘once-and-for-
all answers’ about God, about the Bible, about right and wrong, about human beings and 
creation and living.   

Jesus is alive. And the world, including you and me, might want to be ready for that; 
ready to be challenged, ready to be affirmed and loved, ready to be corrected, ready to be 
encouraged, ready to be led where we do not want to go, ready to be re-formed, re-
energized, in ways we never imagined. 
 Jesus is alive, today. Dismal and discouraging as the past year has been, life stretches 
out before us – stirring, evolving, abundant life. A new day has dawned, not just that Sunday 
two thousand years ago, but today. A new day where things that don’t seem possible, are 
possible. In Jesus, life overcomes death… which means true community can overcome 
bloodshed and violence; racial harmony and equity can overcome racial hatred and 
domination; health and wellbeing can replace sickness and poverty. The whole creation can 
be vibrant and alive; children can live in safety; people all over the world can be genuine 
neighbors to one another, casting off fear and suspicion.  
 Usually, when someone dies, it’s over. But Jesus, who has died, is alive. Nothing is 
over. The transformation of the world, continues. Our learning, our growth, as disciples and 
servants of God continues. The witness and work of the Church continues – changing and 
becoming new, according to God’s will. Jesus is alive; a day is coming when everything won’t 
seem broken and shut down, but renewed and beautiful.  

As it did that early Sunday morning, after Jesus had been crucified, when his friends 
learned he was dead no longer. Jesus is not dead, but living. Jesus is not confined to a story 
of long ago, he is here, bringing life to us now. Throw open the gate to your heart and mind, 
and sing with a full voice – Jesus Christ is risen. He is risen, indeed! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     “What A Beautiful Name” 
Verse 1 
You were the Word at the beginning 
One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation 
Now revealed in You our Christ 
 
Chorus 1 
What a beautiful Name it is 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
 
Verse 2 
You didn't want heaven without us 
So Jesus You brought heaven down 
My sin was great Your love was greater 
What could separate us now 
 
Chorus 2 
What a wonderful Name it is 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a wonderful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
 
Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 
You silence the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring 
The praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again 
 
You have no rival 
You have no equal 
Now and forever God You reign 
Yours is the kingdom 
Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name above all names 
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Chorus 3 
What a powerful Name it is 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is 
Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
 
Ending 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
 
CCLI SONG # 7068424 
BEN FIELDING | BROOKE LIGERTWOOD 
CCLI LICENSE # 11534117 

  
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 
Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of 
your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds 
sway. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring it to 
blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for what 
you have made. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. 
Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new 
beginnings. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid 
or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve. 
Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called your 
beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our 
community. Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
Praise to you for hearing the prayers your gathered people now raise… 
 
 
Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join 
with Benedict the African and all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy 
endures forever!” Hear us, O God.    Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
sustains this congregation’s work in many ways, like proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ 
resurrection on Sunday mornings. 
 
If you wish to give to Shepherd King, you can find our address at our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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PREFACE FOR EASTER 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   

Lord God, steadfast and holy, from age to age you have blessed your people. You 
promised descendants to Abraham and Sarah, and in their twilight years, gave them a son. 
After the flood, you flung a rainbow across the sky, promising never again to destroy all living 
creatures. You heard the cries of the Israelite slaves and sent Moses to bring them to 
freedom. You showed your deep love for the world by sending your only begotten Son to 
save. We bless you for Jesus’ teaching and healing, his righteous truth and his merciful 
forgiveness, his death and resurrection for the life of the world, as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
We will not be livestreaming worship next Sunday. The staff of the Southwestern Texas 
Synod is recording a service for all churches in our area to use. You will be sent a link to that 
service during the week. We will post a link on our Facebook page. 
 
In two weeks, on Sunday, April 18, we will have a brief congregational meeting to affirm the 
year-end treasurer’s report for 2020, and to take a second vote on Shepherd King’s revised 
constitution. Please tune in on Facebook live. 
 
And on the last Sunday in April, the 25th, I will be leading the first in what we hope will be a 
series of bridge-building dialogues among the people of Shepherd King. Our aim is to learn 
how to have constructive conversations with people who hold different viewpoints from our 
own. This first dialogue will be on the topic of Lives Matter, reflecting on some core issues 
raised by the Black Lives Matter movement. 
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. We are here 
for you if there is anything else you might need – prayer, conversation, educational 
opportunities. If you’re interested in any of these, please call Shepherd King at 210-344-5881.    
 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN    ELW # 376 “Thine Is the Glory” 
1 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment 
 rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes 
 where thy body lay. 
 
Refrain 
 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 
2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 
 risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets thee, 
 scatters fear and gloom; 
 let his church with gladness 
 hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; 
 death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 
 
3 No more we doubt thee, 
 glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; 
 aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conqu'rors, 
 through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan 
 to thy home above.  Refrain 
 
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939 

 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Because He Lives”  William Gaither       One Voice 

CCLI Song # 16880  Gloria Gaither | William J. Gaither  CCLI License # 11534117 
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