
Service of Holy Communion   
March 7, 2021 the Third Sunday in Lent 

 
WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE            SKLC Hand Bells 

“Be Thou My Vision” Irish Melody - Arranged by Mitchell & Sandra Eithun  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast 

love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who 
is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to 
be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your 
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 
restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no 

more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG     ELW 324 “In the Cross of Christ, I Glory”  vs 1,2, 4 
1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 
 tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 
 All the light of sacred story 
 gathers round its head sublime. 
 
2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, 
 hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
 never shall the cross forsake me; 
 lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
 
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
 by the cross are sanctified; 
 peace is there that knows no measure, 
 joys that through all time abide. 
 
Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. 
Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17 
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to live in 
community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from 
God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, 
family, and property. 
1God spoke all these words: 
  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing 
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject 
me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep 
my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—
you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and 
consecrated it. 
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. 
  13You shall not murder. 
  14You shall not commit adultery. 
  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM READING: Psalm 19 
 1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, 
where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it 
again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of 
the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than 
honey, than honey in the comb. 
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 
sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is mostly 
revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness and weakness, God 
is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified. 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, 
to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
GOSPEL READING: John 2:13-22 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the second chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When 
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrection. In the 
midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed. 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and 
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, 
“Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Judeans then said to him, “What sign can you 
show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” 20The Judeans then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six 
years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
SERMON  
 It is the third Sunday in Lent; we are well on our way, traveling with Jesus toward 
Jerusalem where he will be crucified. How did it come to this? How did Jesus end up being 
feared or hated to such an extent that he would be put to death by the government, his fellow 
citizens, and the leaders of his faith?  
 In the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, people responded to his teachings and his ability to 
heal the sick, with amazement. He taught with authority. He healed people who’d been sick 
for decades. He had power over the wind and rain, over evil spirits. Everywhere he went, 
people were restored to health, fed, told that God loves them, and led back to a right 
relationship with God. In the beginning he was very popular. Where, then, did it all go wrong? 
 It’s easy to love Jesus and his message when he forgives us, when he heals us, feeds 
us, and tells us we are precious in God’s sight.  It’s not as easy when Jesus confronts us with 
our self-centeredness, our mistreatment of others, and our idolatry – clinging to money or 
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possessions or ‘being right’ more than we cling to God, when we believe nasty things about 
other people and then carelessly spread those untruths. Jesus isn’t quite so pleasant when 
he’s rebuking you for your greed or your smugness or your hatefulness. Or me, for mine. 
 Picture this: Easter Sunday morning and the church building is full. Beautiful lilies adorn 
the altar, musicians have been practicing for weeks, the pastor has carefully prepared her 
sermon, and everyone is wearing their best clothes. The worship assistant is in place, the 
ushers are greeting people, the prelude is concluding and the service starts. But midway 
through the service a person walks in, knocks the offering plates out of the ushers’ hands 
spilling money all over the floor, tears up the pastor’s sermon and throws it in the air, tells the 
musicians to stop that noise, and says we’ve got it all wrong. What we’re doing isn’t actually 
worshiping God, it’s simply ‘church business-as-usual,’ doing what we’ve always done, 
satisfying our own sense of proper order but not hearing or seeing what God is doing now in 
our lives, in the world around us.  
 Were that to happen, I would be offended, mightily angry, and very defensive. “What do 
you mean, we’re not really worshiping; that the music and the sermon and the weekly 
collection is all wrong? Where do you get the right to criticize our ways, our understanding of 
God?” I’d want to prove that person wrong, make him shut-up and go away, because I don’t 
like being confronted with such criticism.  
 It was Passover, the most important festival in the Jewish faith, and crowds were 
gathering at the Temple to worship. In the outer courtyard, people were selling animals for 
sacrifice and changing money for those who didn’t have the proper currency. There was 
nothing unusual or innately wrong about these practices; it’s how they conducted worship. We 
gather bread and wine and bring our offerings; they purchased a goat or a dove to sacrifice 
and brought the correct money to give to the treasury. Our practices are different, but we’re 
doing the same thing – worshiping God according to our tradition. 
 On this monumental, festival day, Jesus came and started throwing furniture around, 
chasing animals out of the Temple with a whip, and screaming at the people, saying they 
were not worshiping God, but just doing the same thing they’d always done. The Temple 
leaders must have been seething with anger. They confronted Jesus, saying, “Give us a sign 
to prove you have the right to do this!”  And if that’s all they said, they were pretty restrained.  
 Jesus gave them a sign, one they didn’t understand because they couldn’t at that point. 
He said, “Tear down this Temple and I’ll raise it in three days.” The Temple was much bigger 
than this building, and yet if this building were torn down, it would take far longer than three 
days to rebuild it. When Jesus said, “this Temple” – the place where God dwells and where 
people come to meet God – when Jesus said, “this Temple,” he didn’t mean the one made of 
huge stones. He meant his body. He meant, “The old ways of interacting with God are over. 
Something new has come.” That ‘something new’ was Jesus himself. We meet God, now, in 
Jesus. 
 People, including you and me, rarely want real change. For example, we can’t wait to 
be back in the building, worshipping together (even if it means social distancing and wearing 
masks), having a church service that feels like a church service. I can’t wait for that – to have 
many of you here, on site again. I won’t be shaking your hands on the way out of church, but 
at least I’ll see your faces. What a relief that will be. We don’t like change when what we 
have, works well for us.  
 Jesus said, “Destroy this Temple,” meaning his body… and they did. In order to bring 
God to us in the new way God was initiating, Jesus’s body was destroyed – beaten and then 
crucified. On the third day, he was raised to eternal life. The “being raised” is a great ending, 
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but the killing part was brutal and torturous. Dying, genuine dying, always comes first, and 
only then, the resurrection. Which is why we don’t like change; it’s a lot like dying. 
 The Church – the whole, big church everywhere and all through time – is the Body of 
Christ. “Destroy this Temple…” Jesus said.  Sometimes the Body of Christ has to die, so God 
can raise it to new life. I think that’s been happening for a long time, my whole ministry of 30 
plus years. The old form of the Church – the business we do as Church: meetings and 
fellowship and bible study and Vacation Bible School and putting out newsletters and bulletins 
(all of that taking place inside our buildings) – the old form of the Church, like the old form of 
the Temple, is dying.  

Dying is scary and painful. We don’t like it; I don’t like it. But we also know what comes 
next in the story. Even during Lent, when the crucifixion of Jesus looms over us, we know that 
death is not the final word. The end of the story is new, robust life, new ways to encounter 
God and live as God’s people, new life – not just for us, but through us going into all the 
world.     
  I’ve learned a lot about dying from my friend, Pastor Enedina Vasquez. Cancer has 
been eating up her body for over a year. She is often in terrible pain and frequently cannot 
sleep. The pain reminds her, constantly, that her life is drawing to a close. She responds by 
making beautiful artwork and talking to God every day, telling God about her suffering and 
how hard it is, but also remembering the life she has lived and giving thanks for it, giving 
thanks for the people who love and take care of her. And she always concludes by praising 
God for God’s many blessings, and stating her unwavering trust in Jesus.   
 That’s an excellent example for us to follow this Lent, and beyond. When things we love 
are dying – or when we are dying – we tell God all about it: every pain, every fear, every 
sorrow. Then we acknowledge that God is with us, give thanks that Jesus has redeemed us, 
and assert that we know – we know – new life is coming.  
    
HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW 723  “Canticle of the Turning” vs 1,2,& 3 
1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
 
Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
 and the world is about to turn. 
 
2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
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 and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, 
 not a stone will be left on stone. 
 Let the king beware for your justice tears 
 ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
 for the food they can never earn; 
 there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
 
Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat 
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their trust 
in nothing else. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation your people’s 
words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God.     Your mercy is great. 
 
The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for 
clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all 
people the willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O 
God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your peace 
and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial systems, and 
systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all. Hear us, O God.   
Your mercy is great. 
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Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give 
courage to all who are suffering. Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to those who 
have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God.    Your mercy is 
great. 
 
You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders, so 
that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our 
common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive the prayers raised by this gathered people… 
 
 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for the martyrs 
whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life and in death. 
Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.      Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
not only sustains this congregation’s work, but also supports our synod and this 
congregation’s participation in Bridge Building conversations which work to heal relationships 
and rebuild multicultural communities.   If you wish to give to Shepherd King, please find our 
address at our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread 
from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 

 
 
PREFACE DURING LENT 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

God of the wilderness, when Jesus was tested for forty days, you sent wild beasts to 
accompany him and angels to minister to him. God most high, when we were yet sinners, you 
sent your Son to die for us so that we might live anew. Restore us to yourself in this season of 
Lent as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the 
world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has 
made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Join us for midweek Lenten worship, Wednesday evenings at 6:30 central time. We are using 
Holden Evening Prayer and a series of skits based on Philippians 3.  
 
The Congregational Meeting, to approve yearend financial report and take a second vote on 
the revised constitution, has been postponed until Sunday, April 11, immediately after 
worship. 
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. There’s a Wednesday morning Bible study 
from 10:30 to 11:30 am (central time) on Zoom, and on every other Wednesday “Getting 
Along in Years” meets to discuss aging well – you’d be very welcome. If you need prayer or a 
conversation, if you have a question about Christian faith, the Bible or the Church, I would 
love to talk with you. Call Shepherd King at this number and if no one answers, please leave 
contact your information so I can get back to you. The church number is: 210-344-5881.    
 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you ☩ that you may be 

a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     ELW 767  “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” vs 1 & 2  
1 Lord, take my hand and lead me 
 upon life's way; 
 direct, protect, and feed me 
 from day to day. 
 Without your grace and favor 
 I go astray; 
 so take my hand, O Savior, 
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 and lead the way. 
 
2 Lord, when the tempest rages, 
 I need not fear; 
 for you, the Rock of Ages, 
 are always near. 
 Close by your side abiding, 
 I fear no foe, 
 for when your hand is guiding, 
 in peace I go. 
 
Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
 

CHIMES 
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