
Service of Holy Communion   
March 14, 2021 The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
WELCOME       
Today marks the one year anniversary since we last worshipped in person at Shepherd King 
on Sunday morning. We mourn the loss of so many events and traditions during the past 
year: Easter worship together in the sanctuary, Vacation Bible School, Monthly meetings of 
WELCA, Christmas worship and Christmas caroling together, covered dish lunches after 
worship and receptions after funerals. The past year has drained our spirits, our minds, and 
our hearts. We hope it will not be much longer before we can gather in person safely. And we 
trust God is leading us through this wilderness time into a new phase in the life of the Church 
and in our own lives. 
 
PRELUDE            One Voice 

“God So Loved”  Ed, Franni, Martin, & Scott Cash & Andrew Bergthold  
CCLI Song # 7138599 
Andrew Bergthold | Ed Cash | Franni Cash | Martin Cash | Scott Cash 
CCLI License # 11534117 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast 

love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who 
is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to 
be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your 
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 
restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no 

more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG     “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” 
Verse 1 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I'm found 
Was blind but now I see 



Verse 2 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
 
Chorus  
My chains are gone I've been set free 
My God my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love amazing grace 
 
Verse 3 
The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 
 
Chorus (2x) 
 
Verse 4 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 
But God who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine 
 
CCLI SONG # 4768151 
CHRIS TOMLIN | JOHN NEWTON | LOUIE GIGLIO 
CCLI LICENSE # 11534117 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and 
rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds 
may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9 
Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and 
grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them 



for their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent 
lifted up on a pole. 
4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and 
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there 
is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people 
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; 
pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And 
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who 
is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; 
and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and 
live. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM READING: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
 3gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the north and from 
the south. 
 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 
  through their sins they were afflicted. 
 18They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door. 
 19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 
  and you delivered them from their distress. 
 20You sent forth your word and healed them 
  and rescued them from the grave. 
 21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works for all people. 
 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10 
While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in Christ 
Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are 
really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives. 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work 
among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our 
flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like 
everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved 
us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the 



result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
GOSPEL READING: John 3:14-21 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the third chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the 
scripture passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the bronze 
serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up on the cross. 
[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but 
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the 
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all 
who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
their deeds have been done in God.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON      
 Today  we  heard  one  of  the  most  beloved  passages  in  the  entire  Bible:  “for  
God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  Son…  not  to  condemn  the  world,  but  
so  that  the  world  might  be  saved  through  him.”  In  the  dryness of the season of Lent, 
the dreariness month after month of social distancing,  come  these  promising words – a  ray  
of sunshine,  a  breath  of  new  life.  We  don’t yet know  when it will be safe to gather in 
person, to share a hug, to sing together without worrying about germs that could kill us.   
Today’s  gospel  reading  gives us hope in the midst of our struggles:  “God  so  loved  the  
world  that  he  gave  his  only  Son,  so  that  everyone  who  believes  in  him  may  not  
perish  but  have  eternal  life.”     



Of  course,  this  beloved  passage  is  directly  preceded  by  a  reminder  of  the harsh 
realities of life, reflecting  back  on  our  first  reading.   Jesus  mentions  how  Moses  once  
lifted-up  the  bronze  serpent  in  the  wilderness  so  God’s  people  could  look-at-it  and  be  
saved  after  they  had  been  bitten  by  poisonous  snakes.   Then  he  draws  a  parallel,  
saying  that  now  is  the  time  for  the  Son  of  Man  to  be  lifted-up.    This  time,  not  the  
replica  of  a  serpent  on  a  pole,  but  the  genuine  Son-of-God  nailed-to-a-cross   will  be  
raised  into  the  sky  for  the  salvation  of  God’s  people.   All  who  look  upon  him  and  
believe  will  be  saved  from  their  sins.    

There’s  quite  a difference  between  the  two;  the  serpent-on-a-pole  was  a  symbol,  
pointing  people’s  attention  back  to  God  who  would  save  them.   The  one  hanging-on-a-
cross  is  God-embodied-in-human-flesh,  suffering  and  dying  for  the  salvation  of  the  
world.    Whoever  sees  the  Son  of  Man  crucified  and  believes  will  not  die,  but  have  
eternal  life  --  starting  now,  lasting  forever.   Because,  ‘God  so  loved  the  world.’    
 In  today’s scripture  readings,  God  has  an  interesting  way  of  handling  problems.  
It reminds me of an old Peanuts cartoon where  Lucy  is  in  her  psychiatrist’s  booth  facing  
Charlie  Brown,  who’s sitting in a chair.   She  says  to  him:  “You  know  what  your  problem  
is,  Charlie  Brown?   Your  problem  is  that  you’re  you.”   He  says,  “What  am  I  supposed  
to  do  about  that?”   She  says  “I  don’t  give  advice,  I  just  point  out  problems.  Five  
cents  please.” 
  In the reading from Numbers, the  people of Israel,  whom  God  has  just  rescued  
from  slavery  in  Egypt,  are  traveling  through  the  wilderness  when  suddenly  they  find  
themselves  mired  in  a  sea  of  poisonous  snakes.   The  snakes  are  everywhere,  biting  
and  killing  people  day-after-day.   Terrified,  the  people  reflect  on  their  recent  behavior  
and  realize  they’d  been  complaining  a  lot  about  God,  so  they  apologize  and  ask  God  
for  help  with  the  snakes.   God  agrees  to  help.    But  instead  of  getting  rid  of  the  
snakes,  God  has  Moses  make  a  bronze-image  of  a  serpent,  put  it  on  a  pole,  and  lift  
it  into  the  air.   Then,  when  the  people  are bit  by  real  snakes,  if  they  look-up  at  the  
serpent-on-a-pole,  they will not die.   A  strange remedy. 

Again,  when  God  decides  to save the  world  from  sin  and  death,  from  the  
corruption  inherent  in  human  nature,  instead  of  making  human-beings  perfect,  God  
sends  his  only, beloved  Son  to  become  human.  God’s Son  is born  --  with  bones  that  
break,  a  human  spirit  that  can  soar or be deflated, with  blood  that  makes  his  heart  
beat  and  can  be  spilled  on  the  ground.    God  sends  the  Son  here  to  suffer  all  the  
hazards  and  deadly  consequences  of  being  mortal.     

Jesus goes about healing people, teaching God’s truth, spreading God’s love, 
confronting power that is being misused.  After three years, he is nailed to a cross which is 
then raised into the sky where he hangs until he dies.   All  who  see  this  and  believe   are  
saved.    

Instead  of  changing  us  to  become  perfect  like  himself,   God  became  weak-and-
unprotected-like-us,  in  the  person  of  his  Son.   Wouldn’t  it  have  been  easier  if  God  
had  simply  fixed what’s  wrong  with  human  beings?    God,  could  have  dulled  our  
desire  to  sin,  given us the ability  to  keep-from  sinning.  What we’d  already  messed-up  in  
creation,  in  our  bodies,  in  our  relationships,  in  the  nations,   God  could  have  corrected  
that,  too.   God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  reached  out  to  save  it,   but  why  did  he  do  
it  the  way  that  he  did?     

Had God opted to make us sinless, we wouldn’t have to struggle with temptations, with 
conflicts, with confusion about which way to go or what to do. We wouldn’t find ourselves, 
again and again, in  Charlie  Brown’s  chair  at  Lucy’s  psychiatrist’s  booth, confronted with 



the  honest  assessment  of  our  human  condition:  “The  problem  with  you  folks  is  that  
you’re  you.”     But  the  truth  is,  that  is  our  problem  –  we’re  us;  we  are  human.   We  
have  been  redeemed  by  Jesus  Christ,  made new people  through  baptism,  but we  are  
still  sinful.    We  may  wish  it  were  not  so,  but  it  is  so.    

Every Sunday  we confess that  we  are  in  bondage  to  sin  and  cannot  free  
ourselves,  but  we  might  rather ignore that, tell ourselves  that  because  we  belong  to  
Christ,  we  are  not  guilty  of  bad sins.   We prefer to think we only do small things  --  a  
little  lie  here,  a  word  of  gossip  there,  a  slight  loss  of  temper,  an  occasional  sour  
mood.   But  in truth, our  state-of-being-sinful  is  more  serious  than  that.   Sin  is  in  our  
bones,  in  our  blood,  our  collective  dna.    The  problem  with  us    is  us.   And  we  would  
be  stuck  with  “us”  as  the  problem   were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  God  so  dearly  loved  
the  world   he  gave  his  only  Son. 

Today’s  gospel  reading comforts our weary souls.  We try to do well on our own: make 
good choices, be generous and honest, care for neighbors and strangers alike, but however 
hard we try, we always fall short. It’s frustrating; it’s tempting to give up or blame something, 
someone, else. Hear then, the good news:  God  loves you and me, the  whole world – 
without qualifications – loves  us enough to give us Jesus.     

Poor  Charlie  Brown.  Lucy  was  right…    …in  so  far  as  she  went.   The  problem  
with  you  is  that  you’re  you.   It’s  not  just  Charlie  Brown, though, it’s  all  of  us.   And  
God  does  not  leave  us  to  despair  over  our  situation, to give up on ourselves or this 
world.   God  comes as  our  friend  and  brother,  settles in with us in our daily lives. God 
hears our grievances,  sees our faults,  and in compassion, pulls  us close.  “For  God  so  
loved  the  world… So loved  us all  that  he  gave  his  only  Son…  not  to  condemn  us,  but  
so  that  we  might  be  saved  through  him.”             
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW #336  “Lamb of God”  
Verse 1 
Your only Son no sin to hide 
But You have sent Him from Your side 
To walk upon this guilty sod 
And to become the Lamb of God 
 
Chorus 
Oh Lamb of God sweet Lamb of God 
I love the holy Lamb of God 
Oh wash me in His precious blood 
My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God 
 
Verse 2 
Your gift of love they crucified 
They laughed and scorned Him as He died 
The humble King they named a fraud 
And sacrificed the Lamb of God 
 
Chorus 
 
 
 



Verse 3 
I was so lost I should have died 
But You have brought me to Your side 
To be led by Your staff and rod 
And to be called a lamb of God 
 
Chorus 
 
CCLI Song # 16787 
Twila Paris 
CCLI License # 11534117 

  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 
     A brief silence. 
You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of the 
church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of 
service in your name. Bless our partners in ministry, our ELCA global partner churches, and 
Young Adults in Global Mission.   Hear us, O God.     Your mercy is great. 
 
From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness areas 
and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry creatures; 
bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season.   Hear us, O God.    Your mercy is 
great. 
 
You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of crisis 
and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and drought. Bring 
peace in places where scarce resources cause violence. Hear us, O God.    Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are hungry or 
without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give healing to those who 
are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God.    Your mercy is great. 
 



By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace, that we 
show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially children, and 
bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us patience and courage when the way 
seems long. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Listen to the prayers of this gathered people… 
 
 
 
Hear us, O God.    Your mercy is great. 
 
Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for those 
who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your promises.  Hear 
us, O God.      Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
sustains this congregation’s work, including our partnership with CAM, Christian Assistance 
Ministries, which provides food, clothes, job training and other services for people in need in 
San Antonio.  If you wish to give to Shepherd King, you can find our address at our website: 
www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread 
from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/


THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 

 
 
PREFACE DURING LENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

God of the wilderness, when Jesus was tested for forty days, you sent wild beasts to 
accompany him and angels to minister to him. God most high, when we were yet sinners, you 
sent your Son to die for us so that we might live anew. Restore us to yourself in this season of 
Lent as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the 
world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has 
made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Join us for mid-week Lenten worship, Wednesdays at 6:30 pm, on Facebook live. We are 
using Holden Evening Prayer and a series of skits based on Philippians 2.  
 
A Congregational Meeting will be held immediately after worship on Sunday, April 11 (the 
Sunday after Easter) to approve the 2020 yearend financial report and take a second vote on 
the revised constitution. The best way to attend will be via Facebook. Please contact Pastor 
Kris or the office if you have questions. 
 
Drivers needed. If you have a car and a few hours a week or a month to drive someone to an 
appointment or the grocery store, please fill out the form in the April Newsletter and send it to 
the church office. Thank you. 
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. If you’re 
interested in Wednesday morning Bible, monthly book discussion, conversations around 
aging well with Getting Along in Years, or anything else, please call the church at 210-344-
5881 and someone will get back to you.   
 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you ☩ that you may be 

a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN    All The People Said Amen 
Verse 1 
You are not alone if you are lonely 
When you feel afraid you're not the only 
We are all the same in need of mercy 
To be forgiven and be free 
It's all you got to lean on 
But thank God it's all you need 
 
Chorus  
And all the people said amen whoa 
And all the people said amen 
Give thanks to the Lord for His love never ends 
And all the people said amen 
 
Verse 2 
If you're rich or poor well it don't matter 
Weak or strong you know love is what we're after 
We're all broken but we're all in this together 
God knows we stumble and fall 
And He so loved the world 
He sent His son to save us all 
 
Chorus 
 
Bridge 
Blessed are the poor in spirit who are torn apart 
Blessed are the persecuted and the pure in heart 
Blessed are the people hungry for another start 
For theirs is the kingdom the kingdom of God 
 
Chorus 2x 
 
CCLI Song # 6518275 
Matt Maher | Paul Moak | Trevor Morgan 
CCLI License # 11534117 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
CHIMES 
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