
GOOD FRIDAY – APRIL 2, 2021 
 
PRELUDE  

“Ave Verum Corpus” - Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  SKLC CHOIR 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of 
sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.    
Amen. 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 52:13-15, 53:4-6 

13See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and 
shall be very high. 14Just as there were many who were astonished at him—
so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form 
beyond that of mortals— 15so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut 
their mouths because of him; for that which had not been told them they 
shall see, and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 

4Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we 
accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 5But he was 
wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 
the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed.6All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and 
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
 The word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN  #338 Beneath the Cross of Jesus,  verse 1   
1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 
 I long to take my stand; 
 the shadow of a mighty rock 
 within a weary land, 
 a home within a wilderness, 
 a rest upon the way, 
 from the burning of the noontide heat 
 and burdens of the day. 
 
Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869 
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GOSPEL READING:  John 12:1-8;  
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. 
Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary 
took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, 
and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 
betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii 
and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared 
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and 
used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She 
bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always 
have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 
 
MEDITATION: 
 Said Judas to Mary, “Now what will you do 
 With your ointment so rich and so rare?” 
 “I’ll pour it all over the feet of the Lord,  
 And I’ll wipe it away with my hair,” she said,  
 “I’ll wipe it away with my hair.” 
 
 “Oh Mary, Oh Mary, O think of the poor. 
 This ointment it could have been sold; 
 And think of the blankets and think of the bread 
 You could buy with the silver and gold,” he said, 
 “You could buy with the silver and gold.” 
 
 “Tomorrow, tomorrow, I’ll think of the poor; 
 Tomorrow,” she said, “not today; 
 For dearer than all of the poor of the world 
 Is my love who is going away,” she said, 
 “Is my love who is going away.” 
 
 Said Jesus to Mary, “Your love is so deep 
 Today, you may do as you will. 
 Tomorrow, you say, I am going away, 
 But my body I leave with you still,” he said, 
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 “My body I leave with you still.” 
 
 “The poor of the world are my body,” he said, 
 “To the end of the world they shall be.’  
 The bread and the blankets you give to the poor 
 You’ll know you have given to me,” he said,  
 “You’ll know you have given to me.” 
 
 “My body will hang on the cross of the world 
 Tomorrow,” he said, “not today. 
 And Martha and Mary will find me again 
 And wash all my sorrow away,” he said, 
 “And wash all my sorrow away.” 
      (Sydney Carter) 

 
John 19:14-30, 32-34, 38-42 
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

14Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about 
noon. [Pilate] said to the Judeans, “Here is your King!” 15They cried out, 
“Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I 
crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but the 
emperor.” 16Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 
  So they took Jesus; 17and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to 
what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called 
Golgotha. 18There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either 
side, with Jesus between them. 19Pilate also had an inscription written and 
put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20Many 
of the Judeans read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in 
Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The 
King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” 22Pilate 
answered, “What I have written I have written.” 23When the soldiers had 
crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one 
for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from the top. 24So they said to one another, “Let us not 
tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the 
scripture says, 
 “They divided my clothes among themselves, 
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  and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
25And that is what the soldiers did. 
  Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When 
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, 
he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27Then he said to the 
disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into 
his own home. 
  28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order 
to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29A jar full of sour wine was standing 
there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held 
it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” 
Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
  32Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other 
who had been crucified with him. 33But when they came to Jesus and saw 
that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34Instead, one of the 
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came 
out.  
   38After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, 
though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him 
take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and 
removed his body. 39Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, 
also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred 
pounds. 40They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in 
linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now there was a 
garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a 
new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42And so, because it was the 
Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 
Silence for reflection follows. 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY #353 Were You There 
1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 



5 

 

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 
4 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 
5 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

 
BIDDING PRAYER 
The assembly kneels or sits. The assisting minister leads the invitations to prayer (the bids). 
Silence for prayer follows each bid. The presiding minister leads the prayers that conclude the 
silence. 

 
Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus 
Christ. By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the 
world. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good 
news of salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for Elizabeth and Susan our bishop/s, for  Kristine  our pastor, 
and for all servants of the church, and for all the people of God. 
Silent prayer. 
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Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay 
leaders.  Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, 
and help each of us in our various vocations to do faithfully the work to 
which you have called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all 
who follow Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, 
and keep us united in the fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and 
your teaching to Moses.  Hear our prayers that the people you called and 
elected as your own may receive the fulfillment of the covenant's promises. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to 
know you and find peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of 
your love and grace in the world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly 
acknowledge you as the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for God's creation. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. 
Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment 
in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. 
In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may 
enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those in need. 
Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage 
to those who have lost heart.  Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to 
travelers,  free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from 
falsehood, hunger, and disease.  Hear the prayers of all who call on you in 
any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The prayers conclude: 
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ADORATION OF THE CROSS 
Focus on a large cross laid on the altar steps 
 

Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole 
world. 
Oh, come, let us worship him. 
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Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole 
world. 
Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 
Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole 
world. 
Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 
After a brief silence, the presiding minister continues. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
CLOSING HYMN  #349   “Ah, Holy Jesus” vs 1-2, 5 
1 Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended 
 that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?  
 By foes derided, by thine own rejected,  
 O most afflicted.  
 
2 Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
 Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  
 'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  
 I crucified thee.  
 
5 Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 
 I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee; 
 think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 
 not my deserving. 
 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt. 

 

The service ends in silence.  
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