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  THE STAFF 

 Whether and how we talk to one another 
matters. Should we stay silent about topics that 
are important but controversial? Should we say 
something, and what might we say? Can we lis-
ten to others with an open mind when we disa-
gree? Whether and how we talk to one another 
matters. Our life together as neighbors, as 
Church, as Americans, and as the human race 
depends on our ability to speak and to listen hon-
estly and without judgment. 
 Beloved Community, Bridge Building Dia-
logues are intended to help people like you and 
me practice talking about difficult subjects with 
the intent, not of changing each other’s minds, 
but of understanding each other better. The Ka-
leidoscope Institute, which teaches this discus-
sion method, describes the purpose like this: “to 
bring together people with diverse backgrounds, 
viewpoints, and experiences to have meaningful 
conversations on a common subject.”  

I’ve been learning how to lead Bridge 
Building Dialogues during the last year, as have 
many other pastors and congregational leaders 
across our synod. The aim is to hold such dia-
logues in our communities, our congregations, 
and our synod. Trust builds when we can express 
ourselves without being judged, and will listen to 
others without judging them. Learning how to en-
gage in such respectful conversations is Godly 
work in a world as torn and tired as ours.  
 The first Bridge Building Dialogue at Shep-
herd King will be held on Sunday, April 25, from 
3 to 5 pm via Zoom. Our topic, “Lives Matter,” will 
look at issues raised by the Black Lives Matter 
Movement. Again, the purpose of this conversa-
tion is not to decide who is right or wrong. It is not  
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to convince anyone that they should adopt 
our own position. It is to practice expressing 
ourselves well, and listening to others so as 
to understand them. 
 We will begin by reviewing respectful 
communication guidelines to be used during 
the conversation. Participants will then intro-
duce themselves (by answering a few simple 
questions), and take turns inviting someone 
else to speak. We’ll get into the meat of the 
matter by filling out and discussing a Lives 
Matter Worksheet.  
 I want council members to participate 
in this first dialogue, but there will be room 
for one or two more. If you would like to be 
included, please let me know. More dia-
logues will be scheduled throughout the 
year. 
 Please think and pray about this sub-
ject. I encourage you to participate in these 
dialogues. As we grow in our ability to use 
the dialogue model – listening graciously to 
one another – we can discuss other topics of 
concern in the congregation, in the neighbor-
hood, and in the world. 
 God calls us to walk together in 
Christ, to love one another, to care actively 
for each other. These Bridge Building Dia-
logues are an excellent way to practice doing 
just that.   
 Pastor Kris Hill, stm 
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Stewardship thoughts – using the gifts God has given us, wisely and 
for good. 
The way to thrive is to help others thrive; the way to flourish is to help others flour-
ish; the way to fulfill yourself is to spend yourself.     Cornelius Plantinga 
 
The surplus wealth we have gained to some extent at least belongs to our fellow be-
ings; we are only the temporary custodians of our fortunes, and let us be careful 
that no just complaint can be made against our stewardship.      Jacob Schiff 

Christian Education 
 The Wednesday Bible Study usually has 7 to 10 peo-
ple in attendance. We take a few minutes to catch up with 
each other, list prayer requests we know of, and open with 
prayer. Then we read about a chapter of scripture (we’re in 
the middle of Luke), review some scholarly commentaries, 
and discuss. We’ve been learning a lot about how Luke pre-
sents the story of Jesus, with special concern for the poor, 
the outcasts, and women.  
 If you’d like to take part in our Bible Studies, we meet on Wednesday mornings, 10:30 to 
11:30 (central time) on Zoom. Everyone is welcome; you do not have to be a member of Shepherd 
King. Please let Pastor Kris know if you’d like to participate: email – krishill22@hotmail.com. She 
will send you the Zoom link so you can join in. 

The Shepherd King Book Discussion Group meets on the first Monday of the month, 7 to 8 
pm, on Zoom. We have started The Screwtape Letters: Letters from a Senior Devil to a Junior 
Devil, by C. S. Lewis. Screwtape, a retired devil, gives advice to a novice devil on how to win his 
“patient” to the dark side. The letters are both humorous and insightful, as they portray how evil 
tries to seduce us away from God,  

 In April, we will meet on the second Monday, April 12 (because Easter is on Sunday, 
April 4). Please read the rest of the book, letters 14 through 31. Anyone interested in joining our 
discussion need only let Pastor Kris know: krishill22@hotmail.com.   

 
Memorials & Special Gifts 
 
Endowment Fund 
 Special Gift given by Mary Jensen 
 In Memory of Cliff Stappenbeck by Donnie & Shirley Hormuth 
 In Memory of Mack Grill by Donnie & Shirley Hormuth 
Helping Hand Fund 
 Given by Marilyn Lange 
SKLC General Fund 
 In Memory of Cliff Stappenbeck given by Gary & Annelle Clements 
 In Memory of Cliff Stappenbeck given by Harold & Zona LaField 
Friends of Music Memorials 
 In Memory of Martha Volz given by Beverly Blackburn 
 In Memory of Helen Vetters given by Beverly Blackburtn 
 In Memory of Barbara Eickman given by Beverly Blackburrn 
 In Memory of Jeannie Weisbaker given by Beverly Blackburn 

mailto:krishill22@hotmail.com
mailto:krishill22@hotmail.com


             Page 3 

 

Oblate Class  - Reading the Psalms in an Age of Disorientation 
What is the “new normal” going to be like? How much longer will life 

be on hold? How might we manage the stress and strain this time of social 
separation and illness has placed on us? One place to start addressing 
these questions is with the Book of Psalms. The writers of the Psalms have 
been through periods of uncertainty, disorientation, and confusion. Their 
words give us guidance as we walk by faith through a bewildering time.  

Pastor Kris is leading a class called, “Reading the Psalms in an Age 
of Disorientation” at the Oblate School of Theology, via Zoom, on Thursday 
afternoons, 1:00 to 3:00, April 15, 22, 29, and May 6. The class will explore 
how the Psalms might help us understand these confusing days, using 
Walter Brueggemann’s book, The Message of the Psalms, as a guide. For 
more information or to sign up, go to the Oblate website and scroll down to 
find the class:  
https://ost.edu/events/list/?tribe_paged=2&tribe_event_display=list&tribe-bar-date=2021-03-07  

How to Contribute and Participate: 
Contributions and offerings can be made payable to Shepherd King Lutheran Church and 

mailed to 303 West Ramsey Road, San Antonio, Texas, 78216. We welcome everyone to partici-
pate in Sunday worship (Sundays, 10:00 am central time), Bible Study (Wednesdays, 10:30 to 
11:30 am, central time), Getting Along in Years - conversations about aging well (alternate 
Wednesdays, 1 to 2:30 pm) and Shepherd King Book Discussions (first Monday of the month, 7 to 
8 pm). If you are interested in any of this, if you have a prayer request, or if wish to talk to the pas-
tor, please contact Shepherd King at 210-344-5881. Thank you. 

 
Financial News through February 2021 
Contributions Income for February $15,885.00 
Miscellaneous Income for February $     132.00 
MIF Loan Repayment (donations)  $     779.41 
RCAcademy (Bldg. usage)   $  1,867.50 
 
Total Income to Operations (Contributions/Misc.) 
      $18,663.91 
 
Total Expenses for February  $25,410.36 
 
Total Income Less Expenses (Contributions/Misc.) 
      $<6746.45> 

https://ost.edu/events/list/?tribe_paged=2&tribe_event_display=list&tribe-bar-date=2021-03-07
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Ladies Corner 
     Pastor Kris, in a recent sermon, made the statement that “people rare-
ly want change.”  But that is what we have been living with for a year.  
The people did not understand when Jesus said, “Destroy this Temple” 
that he was referring to His body.  “The old form of the church, the old 
form of the Temple is dying.” But we have hope as we define what the 
new church will be and we are excited about new ways to live as God’s 
people.  Our Hymn of the Day was the Canticle of the Turning: “Wipe away all tears, for the Dawn 
draws near, and the World is about to turn.” 
     I encourage you to check the website for Southwestern Texas Women of the ELCA on a regular 
basis.  Our Alamo Conference event will happen on Saturday, March 27 from 1-4p.m via Zoom.  If 
you have a difficult time joining, please call me.  I will report on that next month but I hope you will 
have been able to participate.  This is another Change!! 
     Barbara Eickman, Marybelle Taylor, Linda Hanson and I have coordinated our activities for 
many years.  Another change:  Barbara has left us and Marybelle who wrote the checks has decid-
ed to give up this task because of her health.  Linda and I are anxious about who will step up and 
say:  Here I am!  We need you to carry on our task as Bold Women! 
     I feel that I have neglected you because I have not made the effort to have our monthly Bible 
Study.  But the World is about to turn!  We are close to opening our Church.  I hope you will be 
there when that happens.  My heartfelt thanks to all who have continued to make things happen in 
our Church Family.  God Loves you and so do I. 
 Shirley Hormuth 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFICE COVERAGE: 

HOURS VARY 

MONDAY—KATHY 

TUESDAY—PASTOR KRIS 

WEDNESDAY (typically 9 AM to noon)—COURTNEY 

THURSDAY—PASTOR KRIS 
 

In Person Gathering:   
ALL in-person activities and services at Shepherd King have been suspended through APRIL 
possibly further depending on the guidance from ELCA and the Mayor’s office except as noted 
below.  We plan on continuing on a month-by-month basis at this point. 
 
Exceptions to this rule would be for groups approved by Council; i.e., people gathering to pre-
pare for worship, altar preparation, One Voice, banner ladies and Bell Choir; Huth Garden Ser-
vices, Library patrons, Getting Along in Years and Rachel Circle as well as Regina Caeli.  Note 
that any group desiring to meet in person would need Council approval before meeting in person. 
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Music Newsletter - April 2021 
Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 

 
 As you receive this month’s newsletter, Holy Week is drawing to a close, and the anticipation 
of the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection is upon us. While I do love the minor melodies of the 
Lenten season, what could be more wonderful than those joyous strains proclaiming that Jesus has 
risen just as He said? Our musicians have been so devoted to the many hours of rehearsals and re-
cordings in the sanctuary and personal rehearsals at home, in preparation for the entire Lenten sea-
son. The music during Holy Week and on Easter morning has particularly enhanced the virtual Holy 
Week experience. 
 As I was looking in my files from past Lenten music preparations, I found an article written for 
vocalists but also significant for instrumentalists as well. Richard J. Clark, a contributor to the Cor-
pus Christi Watershed, in his Views from the Choir Loft (March 27, 2015) wrote a feature entitled 
Five Things Directors and Choirs Must Remember During Holy Week. They are as follows: 
 
     1. We will affect people in ways that we will never know. (through our  
         music) 
     2. This is something we do together as a Church. (Even beyond SKLC’s  
          doors which is very significant during our Pandemic times) 
     3. Every technical detail - every rehearsal is a prayer. (Even if mistakes  
         are made, we continue on in prayer) 
     4. We should take time for silence to allow room for the Spirit, for both  
         musical and prayerful inspiration. 
     5. Give thanks - for people in our lives who not only make music with us 
         but who also pray with us. We should thank God for the gift of music 
         through which “we may sing His praises, comfort the distressed, and 
         experience the boundless joy of God’s love.” 
 
 And really…wouldn’t these be wise words for all of us all the time? Music is something that 
cannot be taken for granted. Be sure to thank our musicians for their constant dedication to our Mu-
sic Ministry! Consider joining us - we would love to have you become a part of one of our music 
groups or on our technical crew. This Pandemic will not last forever, so the future is bright for a fully 
active Music Ministry in the not too distant future! 
 
 Easter Joy to You All! 
 Paula Kummer, SKLC Music Director 
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Worship during COVID-19 
 
 
Worship News 
 The Worship and Music Ministry Team will meet via Zoom 
on Saturday, April 10, at 10:00.  
 Shepherd King Council is considering whether we might 
begin limited in-person worship in May, or perhaps June. Masks 
and social distancing would be required. We hope to be able to do 
this, but only if COVID cases stay low. Please do your best to help 
slow the spread. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 
Techies 
 Are you technology savvy? Would you like to learn more 
about technology so you can participate in that aspect of Shep-
herd King’s ministry? We’re looking to develop a Tech Team that 
can advise and help with livestreaming Sunday services into the 
future, including after we return to in-person worship. Please let 
the church office know if you’re willing to be part of this adven-
ture! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Holy Week and Easter 
 During the season of Lent we have been worshiping 
on Wednesday evenings using Holden Evening Prayer and 
a series of skits based on Philippians 2:5-11.Thank you to 
everyone who has helped with these services: those with 
roles in the skits, Paul Kummer who runs the sound, Paula 
Kummer who heads up the music, Jorie Hughes who helps 
with everything, and Denice Hoggatt who is the camera per-
son.  
 The highlight of Lent, and of the Church year, is the 
Great Three Days: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Easter Sunday. These worship services take us through Je-

sus’ final week as he shares the Last Supper with his disciples before being arrested; as he is tried 
by Pilate, sentenced to death, and crucified; and when the women come to the tomb early in the 
morning to find it empty and Jesus risen to everlasting life. 

Let us walk together through these days that brought salvation to the world. Maundy Thurs-
day worship is on April 1, at 7pm. Good Friday is on April 2, at 7pm. And Easter Sunday morning 
we’ll rejoice in the resurrection at 10:00 am. All services will be livestreamed on Shepherd King’s 
Facebook page. 
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Mission Endowment Fund Update 
 At the end of January 2020, Shepherd King estab-
lished the Shepherd King Lutheran Church, San Antonio, 
Mission Endowment Fund through the Lutheran Founda-
tion of the Southwest. Our initial deposit was $9500 from 
an undesignated gift to the congregation. 
 Our earnings for 2020 was $334.40. 80% of the 
distribution is to support approved community/ ELCA Min-
istries and the Oversight Committee (Helen Sorenson, 
Carl Hansen, Shirley Kearns, Kris Hill) agreed to send 
$267.52 to Haven For Hope. 20% ($66.88) will be placed 
in the Shepherd King Future Project Reserve Fund. The 
Council approved this recommendation at the Feb. 28 
Council Meeting. 
 In the last few weeks Shepherd King received a 
check in the amount of $3533.38 from a trust established 
by Signe Mickelson who died on August 8, 2020. The Mickelsons were members at Shepherd King 
in the 70’s. Just this week we received $1500 from Mary Jensen and she requested that it be de-
posited in the Endowment Fund. This month we have also received gifts in the amount of $775.  
The Mission Endowment Fund now has a value of $15,308.38. Through the Mission Endowment 
Fund, Shepherd King will be giving to the ministry of Jesus Christ for years to come, as well as set-
ting aside funds for major projects in the future. Thank you for giving to the Fund. 
 
 
 
The Way Forward to Legacy Generosity 
April webinars to highlight planning for family, ministry 
 Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest will offer “The Way Forward to Legacy Generosity,” a 
webinar on legacy planning for family and ministry. The webinar will be offered at 2 p.m. on two 
Sundays – April 11

 
and April 18 – and at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, April 13 and at noon on Thursday, 

April 15.  Please sign up for the one that works best for you at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C49A8A629ABFFC25-theway 

This webinar is open to all congregational members to learn more about the foundation’s 
comprehensive legacy planning services for family and ministry. The foundation is a partner ministry 
of the three ELCA synods in Texas and offers its services at no cost and no obligation.  

A congregation member may say, “I like the idea of leaving a gift to my church when I pass 
away, but I’d like to know more about how to create a plan for family and ministry.”  The church has 
a dedicated ministry for just this kind of support through Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest. A 
gift planner is available in each synod that can guide you to clarify your goals and objectives in plan-
ning. Any congregation member can establish a robust personal legacy plan with the guidance of 
the synod gift planner. Those with existing plans should consider reviewing their plans to make sure 
they continue to meet their goals for family and ministry. 

All members of ELCA congregations are invited to participate in these webinars. Those who 
may have additional questions or need assistance with registration are invited to contact Deacon 
John Dellis, senior gift planner for congregations in the Southwestern Texas Synod, at (830) 305-
2758 or jdellis@lfsw.org. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C49A8A629ABFFC25-theway
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C49A8A629ABFFC25-theway
mailto:jdellis@lfsw.org
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Here are a few pictures from the 100th Birthday Celebration Drive-by for Nelda 
Fritz on Sunday, March 14.  Nelda is SKLC’s oldest living member!  God’s Blessings 
to you Nelda! 
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Council: 
Gary Clements, Vice President 
Sue Hansmire, Member-at-Large 
Pastor Kris Hill 
Denice Hoggatt, Member-at-Large 
Robert Holm, Member-at-Large 
Shirley Hormuth, President 
Jorie Hughes, Secretary 
Carol Stobb, Treasurer 

 
 
End of Year Financials:  As noted in the Annual Congregational meet-
ing, once Council receives the End of Year Financial Report from Kathy 
we will plan a Called Congregational Meeting to report to the congrega-
tion on that full report.  Presentation and vote set for the April 18, 2021 
after the scheduled Sunday service. 
 
Constitution Second Vote:  Plan to have the second “Constitution” vote 
in conjunction with the end of year financials meeting.  Second vote set 
for April 18, 2021 after the scheduled Sunday service. 
 
 

 
Reopening:  Phases for Reopening Building:  Phase I = two 
weeks of declining cases which means still no in person meeting/
singing.  Phase II = four weeks of declining cases – no meeting/
singing and no communion in person.  Phase III = six weeks of 
declining cases = no singing/meeting and possibly communion if 
we can figure out how to do that safely.  Phase IV = vaccine or 
treatment widely available (back to normal). 
 
Help Wanted:  Volunteers for Camera and the Sound System.  Looking for volunteers to help 
on a rotational basis.  Training will be provided.  Call the church office. 
 
Help Wanted:  Volunteer Drivers for our members.  Looking for volunteers to help with getting 
some of our transportation challenged members to various appointments.  Contact Pastor Kris. 



 

 
Drivers Needed! If you have a car, a willing heart, and some flexible time 
in your weekly schedule, Shepherd King’s Car Corp needs you. We have a 
number of members who have difficulty getting to appointments and/or the 
grocery store. The Car Corp will be a list of volunteers who have some 
time and ability to give those folks a ride. Please fill out the form below, in-
dicating when you might be able to drive and/or when you would not, and 
also the part of town you live in. Then email or mail it back to the church 
office and we’ll create a file. Thank you for your willingness to help your 
sisters and brothers in Christ. 

 
Car Corp Volunteer. 
 
 Name ____________________________________________ 
 
Phone number ______________________________________________________ 
 
Email ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Days and times you can drive ___________________________________________ 
 
Days and times you can NOT drive ______________________________________ 
 
What part of town do you live in? ___________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 3 
Rev. John Braulick 

 
April 6 

Carolyn McClusky 
 

April 8 
Tammy Moren 

Forrest Whitaker 

 
April 9 

Paul Kummer 
 

April 10 
Neil Haddock 

Mary Ridgeway 
 

April 14 
Cliff Hughes 

 
April 15 

David Gutierrez 
Linda Hansen 

Angela Wendell 
 

April 16 
Melvin Gerloff 

 
April 22 

Monty Blaschke 
Rane Glass 

 

 
 
 

April 24 
Kathy Gerloff 

 
April 25 

Carson Reid 
 

April 26 
Barbara Dolan 
Paula Kummer 

 
April 27 

Barbara Alvarado 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 

Palm Sunday 

10:00 AM Facebook 

Live Worship 

29 30 

5:15 PM 

Hand Bell 

Rehearsal 

31 

7:00 PM One 

Voice 

1 

7:00 PM 

Maundy 

Thursday 

Service (FB 

Live) 

2 

7:00 PM 

Good Friday 

Service (FB 

Live) 

3 

4 

CAM COLLECTION 

EASTER 

10:00 AM Facebook 

Live Worship 

  

WA: Cliff Hughes 

5 

Office Closed 

- Easter Mon-

day 

6 

5:15 PM 

Hand Bell 

Rehearsal 

7 

10:30 AM 

Mid-Week 

Bible Study 

(ZOOM) 

7:00 PM One 

Voice 

8 9 10 

10:00 AM 

Worship & 

Music Minis-

try Team 

(ZOOM) 

11 

10:00 AM SWTX Synod 

Pre-Recorded Service 

 

12 

"Staff" Dead-

line 

8:00 AM - 

3:00 PM RC 

Academy 

7:00 PM 

Book Study 

(Zoom) 

13 

5:15 PM 

Hand Bell 

Rehearsal 

14 

10:30 AM 

Mid-Week 

Bible Study 

(ZOOM) 

7:00 PM One 

Voice 

15 

8:00 AM - 

3:00 PM RC 

Academy 

1:00 PM Ob-

late Class 

(Zoom) 

16 17 

18 

10:00 AM Facebook 

Live Worship 

11:00 AM Congrega-

tional Meeting, FB LIVE 

3:00 PM Council 

(Zoom) 

WA: Jorie Hughes 

19 

8:00 AM - 

3:00 PM RC 

Academy 

20 

5:15 PM 

Hand Bell 

Rehearsal 

21 

10:30 AM 

Mid-Week 

Bible Study 

(ZOOM) 

7:00 PM One 

Voice 

22 

8:00 AM - 

3:00 PM RC 

Academy 

1:00 PM Ob-

late Class 

(Zoom) 

23 24 

25 

10:00 AM Facebook 

Live Worship 

3:00 PM “Lives 

Matter” Dialog (Zoom) 

  

WA: Courtney Classen 

26 

8:00 AM - 

3:00 PM RC 

Academy 

27 

5:15 PM 

Hand Bell 

Rehearsal 

7:00 PM 

Church Coun-

cil 

28 

10:30 AM 

Mid-Week 

Bible Study 

(ZOOM) 

7:00 PM One 

Voice 

29 

8:00 AM - 

3:00 PM RC 

Academy 

1:00 PM Ob-

late Class 

(Zoom) 

30 1 
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San Antonio, TX 78216-3818 
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Email: shepherd.king@sbcglobal.net 

Web: www.sklcsa.org  
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Shepherd King Lutheran Church  

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Date E-Mailed:  March 24, 2021 
  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

 

PRESIDENT: 

Shirley Hormuth             

 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

Gary Clements             

 

TREASURER: 

Carol Stobb                    

 

SECRETARY: 

Jorie Hughes             

 

 

 
MEMBER-AT-LARGE: 

Sue Hansmire             

Denice Hoggatt               

Robert Holm             

 

COMMITTEES: 

 

YOUTH: 

Vacant 

 

EDUCATION/YOUTH:  

Vacant: 

 

EVANGELSIM: 

Vacant 

 

FELLOWSHIP: 

Vacant 

 

STEWARDSHIP: 

Vacant 

 
 

SUPPORT MINISTRIES: 

Linda Hansen             

 

WORSHIP: 

Vacant        

AD HOC COMMITTEES: 

  

BANNER MINISTRY:   

Lavelle Brown     

 

PERSONNEL:  

 

 

PROPERTY: 

Melvin Gerloff    

 

 

 

 

Items for THE STAFF are 
due to the office no later 
than the second Monday of 
each month. 


