
Service of Holy Communion   
February 7, 2021 5th Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 
PRE-PRELUDE 

 “Celebration #5”   Michael R. Keller - SKLC Evening Bells 
 
WELCOME   
    
PRELUDE    

“Be Thou My Vision”  by Gordon Young 
 

LAMENTATION    
Introduction:  

 2020, and now 2021, have brought unexpected change. The pandemic and 
social restrictions have led to the loss – whether permanent or temporary – of 
beloved aspects of our lives. Such loss bids us to lament, to give voice to our 
hurts and griefs. During the season of Epiphany, worship opens with lamentation 
and response, rather than confession and forgiveness. 
 
LAMENTS AND RESPONSE 
Gracious God, by day and night we pour out our hearts to you. Look and see what we have 
suffered. When will this hardship come to an end? Hear us as we cry: 
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?  
 

Loving God, we cry to you in the depths of our despair,  
in the chaos of our crisis, in the anguish of our agony.* 
How long, O Lord, how long? 
 

We are weary and worn, broken, beaten, and hungry  
for justice, relief, healing, and love.* 
How long, O Lord, how long? 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we place our sorrows and griefs before you; respond to us with 
your mercy and tender care. 
(silence for reflection) 
 

We lament today the loss of companionship during this season. We grieve the time 
we have not been able  
spend with friends, with co-workers, with neighbors, with strangers in a theater or at a 
ball game.   Look upon your people with compassion, Holy God, and ease our 
suffering. Give us the promise of new life, the hope of better days to come. Protect 
and uphold all those who are working to sustain life, bring healing, and to end this 
pandemic. 
Hear us, O God, for the sake of Jesus, who was crucified and has risen from the 
dead.   Amen. 
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   *Adapted from Prayer by Jenna Perinne      

GATHERING SONG    ELW 715 - Christ Be Our Light - vs 1, 2, & 5  
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

 
Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 
5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 

 
Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 
Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents 
of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends 
of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:21-31 
The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to freedom is the 
God who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength to those 
who are weary. 
 21Have you not known? Have you not heard?  
  Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
 22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
  and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
 who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
  and spreads them like a tent to live in; 
 23who brings princes to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
  scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
 when he blows upon them, and they wither,  
  and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
 25To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
 26Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? 
 He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name; 
 because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing. 
 27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, 
 “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
 He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
 29He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 
 30Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 
 31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 
  they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
 they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
 1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! 
  How pleasant it is to honor God with praise! 
 2The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem, and gathers the exiles of Israel. 
 3The LORD heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 
 4The LORD counts the number of the stars 
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  and calls them all by their names.  
 5Great is our LORD and mighty in power; there is no limit to God’s wisdom. 
 6The LORD lifts up the lowly, but casts the wicked to the ground. 
 7Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make music upon the harp to our God, 
 8who covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the earth, making grass 
to grow upon the mountains.  
 9God provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they cry. 
 10God is not impressed by the might of a horse, 
  and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner, 
 11but finds pleasure in those who fear the LORD, 
  in those who await God’s steadfast love. 20c Hallelujah!  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:29-39 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression. Everywhere he goes, 
he heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives. The forces that 
diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus. 
29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon 
and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and 
they told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then 
the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 
  32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with 
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were 
sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons 
to speak, because they knew him. 
  35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, 
and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found 
him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the 
neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out 



6 
 

to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and 
casting out demons. 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON      
 It seemed impossible. It had been seventy years since they – or their parents, or their 
grandparents – were ripped from their everyday lives back in Jerusalem, saw their city 
destroyed, and were carried off to live in Babylon as captives. Some Israelites lived 
comfortably in Babylon – those with valuable skills; they received decent housing and ate 
good meals. But many were forced to do the hard work no one else wanted to do, find food 
where they could, and survive day to day. Their lives were not their own. There was no 
opportunity to advance or find a better job. They could dream of the good old days back home 
in Jerusalem, until those who actually remembered the good old days began to die off. But 

returning seemed impossible. Why would the Babylonians let them go? They were free labor. 
Even if they were released, why return to the ruins of Jerusalem? Their homes, the market 
places, the Temple – everything had been destroyed before they left.  

They had trouble, then, believing the prophet when he said, “Comfort, comfort, my 
people, says your God. You have paid double for all your sins.” The prophet went on to say 
God was preparing a way in the desert for them to return home, that God would accompany 
them safely back to Jerusalem. But how could that be? Babylon was too strong for the 
Israelites to rebel against them and flee, not that there was anything waiting for them back 
home anyway. Too much had been lost. Too much time had passed. The people didn’t 
believe Isaiah’s words; they couldn’t. What he said was preposterous. 

God saw this – saw that the people were not persuaded. It wasn’t that they were being 
stubborn or faithless, they just didn’t have any hope left. Day after day making bricks, erecting 
buildings, paving streets under the hot sun, never a holiday, never a chance for their lives to 
improve. For most, this was the only life they had ever known. They could not imagine a 
different life, a better life.   God saw. God understood. God tried a different approach. 

“Have you not known?” God said. “Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from 
the beginning?” Rhetorical questions that tease listeners into the conversation, into the realm 
of possibility. “Do you not understand who God is? God sits above the earth and we, down 
below, are like grasshoppers. Things that are impossible to us, are not hard for God.  
Princes? The King of Babylon? Enforced slavery? Corporations? Governments? Big 
Business? Their power appears to be endless. But God can bring them to nothing in an 
instant. The President, the Congress, the militia, the army – they barely get established, 
they’ve hardly taken root, when God blows on them and they fall over.” 

Can it be true, that there is a God mightier than the strongest kingdom, the biggest 
military, and the most powerful rulers on earth? Can it further be true that this God sees and 
cares how you and I are faring? Could the people of Israel dare to believe? risk being fools, 
tossed back into the pit of despair if it wasn’t true? I’m not sure I would have had the courage.   

Still, the prophet teases them with questions, “Have you not known?  Have you not 
heard?  Our God is the everlasting God. Our God does not get tired or distracted. Our God 
gives power to the weak, strength to the elderly and the young, so they can run for miles, walk 
and walk and walk without fainting.” Everything that seems impossible to us – it’s all possible 
for God. 
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Simon’s mother-in-law had a fever. There was no Tylenol or aspirin or antibiotics in 
those days. A fever could be serious. It might kill her. Which is why they told Jesus about her 
at once, because the situation was critical.  

In the 21st century, we wouldn’t usually worry about a fever. Most of the time, people 
recover from fevers. But these days, we can empathize a bit more with Simon and his family. 
Someone gets a fever now, maybe a headache, and immediately we think, “Is it COVID?”   

Each night the news tells of perfectly healthy people who got a fever that turned out to 
be COVID, and within days or weeks, they were dead.  Simon’s mother-in-law had a fever; 
they brought Jesus to her, immediately. According to the text, all Jesus did was take her by 
the hand, lift her up out of bed, and she was well. It seems almost impossible, doesn’t it? 

Throughout the gospels, Jesus heals, casts out demons, raises the dead, feeds 
thousands, and mends people’s spirits with forgiveness. Everywhere he goes, he proclaims 
the good news “The kingdom of God is here.” And that’s the difference right there. The 
difference between slavery and freedom, between sickness and health, between life and 
death. In God’s kingdom there are no corrupt or incompetent rulers; God alone is ruler. In 
God’s kingdom, no one is enslaved, no one goes hungry, no one is humiliated or ridiculed, no 
one suffers without relief, no one dies.  

In Jesus, God’s kingdom has arrived here on earth. It is God’s kingdom that brings the 
healings, the exorcisms, the abundance of food, and the on-going forgiveness. Because our 
God is an everlasting God with abilities far beyond those of any earthly power. And wherever 
Jesus is, there the kingdom of God is also. 

Earlier in Mark, we heard Jesus proclaim “The time has come, the kingdom of God is 
here; repent and believe the good news.” When read as something that took place long ago in 
the Middle East, that might seem plausible, but today? Now? We can’t always see the 
kingdom amidst the sickness, the violence, the division, the structures that don’t seem to 
serve people today.  And yet, Jesus is with present us this morning, however we are 
gathered. Which means the kingdom of God is here, too.  

It didn’t seem possible that the Israelites would leave Babylon, but they did by God’s 
authority. It wasn’t likely that Jesus would heal Simon’s mother-in-law with just a touch, but he 
did, by God’s authority.  It doesn’t seem likely that COVID will disappear anytime soon, that 
the political upheavals in our nation will die down, that the disparities between rich and poor, 
the inequities between white and non-white people will be overcome, except that… Jesus is 
here. Jesus is here, bringing God’s kingdom to our world, in our lives. And that makes all the 
difference.  

Our God is an everlasting God, who does not grow weary. You who wait for the Lord 
will renew your strength. You will mount up with wings like eagles; you will run and not grow 
weary; you will endure without fainting. You will live as new people, who carry the likeness of 
Jesus. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW 886 - Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing -vs 1-4 
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
 my great Redeemer's praise, 
 the glories of my God and King, 
 the triumphs of his grace! 
 
2 My gracious Master and my God, 
 assist me to proclaim, 
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 to spread through all the earth abroad 
 the honors of your name. 
 
3 The name of Jesus charms our fears 
 and bids our sorrows cease, 
 sings music in the sinner's ears, 
 brings life and health and peace. 
 
4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 
 new life the dead receive; 
 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 
 the humble poor believe. 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all people in need. 
     A brief silence. 
For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and military 
chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim freedom and release in the 
name of Christ, let us pray.   Have mercy, O God. 
 
For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the rainwater 
they drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures of the earth, let us pray.   
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for community 
organizers, school officials, and CEOs; for international health organizations, that in times of 
trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find freedom in service to those most in need, let us pray.   
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking supportive 
relationships, for those crushed by debt, for those struggling with chronic pain or other 
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sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or stress, and for all who cry out to you, let us 
pray.     Have mercy, O God. 
 
For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here; for ministries of 
companionship and support, for the young people in this place who open us to new 
understandings, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the cares and thanksgivings of this gathered people… 
 
 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from their 
labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God, let us pray.      Have 
mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
not only sustains this congregation’s work, but also supports the larger Lutheran Church in 
efforts like Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services, which welcomes and supports 
refugees and migrants entering the United States.  If you wish to give to Shepherd King, 
please see our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
O God,  receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms 
open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to 
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

 
 
PREFACE SUNDAYS IN EPIPHANY 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

God who created the heaven and the earth, who promised to bless all nations through 
Abraham and Sarah, and brought Israel safely through the sea, we gather at the table with 
our Lord, Jesus, with thankful hearts, remembering… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
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thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.  Come and be fed. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 
journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good 
news and serve others in your name. 
Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The season of Lent is fast approaching. Ash Wednesday is on February 17. Worship will be 
live-streamed on Facebook at 11:00 am. Ashes will be disbursed in the parking lot, in a drive-
by ceremony. Stay in your car and wear a mask. Pastor Kris will place the ashes on your 
forehead. Hours for drive-by imposition of ashes are, Wednesday, Feb. 17, 12:00 noon to 
1:00, and 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  
 
We appreciate that so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King. Many of our 
Sunday visitors are unknown to us, which is fine, but I want you to know – if there is 
something we can do for you: if you would like prayer, or a conversation, or have a question 
about Scripture or faith – please contact us. Our contact information is on our webpage – 
www.sklcsa.org   
 
BLESSING 
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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CLOSING HYMN    ELW 661 - I Love to Tell the Story - vs 1-3 
1 I love to tell the story 
 of unseen things above, 
 of Jesus and his glory, 
 of Jesus and his love. 
 I love to tell the story, 
 because I know it's true; 
 it satisfies my longings 
 as nothing else would do. 
 
Refrain 
 I love to tell the story; 
 'twill be my theme in glory 
 to tell the old, old story 
 of Jesus and his love. 
 
2 I love to tell the story: 
 how pleasant to repeat 
 what seems, each time I tell it, 
 more wonderfully sweet! 
 I love to tell the story, 
 for some have never heard 
 the message of salvation 
 from God's own holy word.  Refrain 
 
3 I love to tell the story, 
 for those who know it best 
 seem hungering and thirsting 
 to hear it like the rest. 
 And when, in scenes of glory, 
 I sing the new, new song, 
 I'll sing the old, old story 
 that I have loved so long.  Refrain 
 
Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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