
Service of Holy Communion   
February 28, 2021 The Second Sunday in Lent 

Setting Four, ELW 
 

 
WELCOME    
 
PRELUDE    

“Your Grace is Enough”      Matt Maher 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast 

love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who 
is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to 
be free. Rebuild what we have ruined, and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your 
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 
restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no 

more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG   “Come Thou Fount (I Will Sing)” 
Verse 1 
Come Thou Fount of ev'ry blessing 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace 
Streams of mercy never ceasing 
Call for songs of loudest praise 
Teach me some melodious sonnet 
Sung by flaming tongues above 
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
Mount of Thy redeeming love 
 
Verse 2 
Here I raise my Ebenezer 
Hither by Thy help I come 
And I hope by Thy good pleasure 



Safely to arrive at home 
Jesus sought me when a stranger 
Wand'ring from the fold of God 
He to rescue me from danger 
Interposed His precious blood 
 
Chorus 
How Your kindness yet pursues me 
How Your mercy never fails me 
'Til the day that death shall loose me 
I will sing oh I will sing 
 
Verse 3 
Oh to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be 
Let Thy goodness like a fetter 
Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee 
Prone to wander Lord I feel it 
Prone to leave the God I love 
Here's my heart Lord take and seal it 
Seal it for Thy courts above 
 
Chorus 
 
Ending 
Prone to wander Lord I feel it 
Prone to leave the God I love 
Here's my heart Lord take and seal it 
Seal it for Thy courts above 
Here's my heart Lord take and seal it 
Seal it for Thy courts above 
 
CCLI Song # 7072572 
Chris Tomlin | Robert Robinson 
CCLI License # 11534117 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death 
to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may 
gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old 
couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will 
miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of 
God’s promise. 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me 
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God 
said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude 
of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I 
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant 
between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall 
be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and 
she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM READING: Psalm 22:23-31 
 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 
 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is 
the LORD‘s face hidden from them; but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25  
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God not 
through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing 
children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish. 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who 
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where 



there is no law, neither is there violation. 
  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 
numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver 
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his 
faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 
were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in 
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our 
trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 8:31-38 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what 
is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus 
will travel. 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and 



of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON      
 The reading from Genesis begins, “1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, 
the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be 
blameless…’ 3Then Abram fell on his face;”   Well, that makes sense. Can you imagine God 
calling you by name and saying “Walk before me and be blameless”? I’d fall on my face, too.  
 Abram fell on his face not from shock, but in worship and submission to God’s will. 
Falling on his face meant, “You are God, and I am not; your will be done” – a fitting response, 
because only God can enable us to ‘walk blameless,’ which in this context doesn’t mean 
without ever making a mistake or messing up, but always striving to keep a right relationship 
with God, with other human beings, with creation, and with self.   Walk before me and be 
blameless.  
 I’m going to preach on chapter 17 of Genesis, today – the whole thing, though we only 
have a portion of it in our first reading. But this chapter paints such a provocative picture of 
God and God’s relationship with human beings, I couldn’t resist. 
 First, God demands from Abram, “Walk before me and be blameless,” then God gives 
the promise of a covenant, a contractual agreement between the two of them, something 
Abram can depend on. “I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous,” God says. But this isn’t the first time God has made a promise or a 
covenant with Abram. 
 Back in chapter 12 of Genesis, when Abram was living with extended family in Turkey, 
God called and said, “Leave your family and go to a place you don’t know, and I’ll make a 
great nation of you.” Abram, 75 years old, up and did as God asked.  

In chapter 15, some 10 or 15 years later, God again promised childless Abram offspring 
and descendants. When Abram hesitated, God showed him the stars in the sky, and said “So 
shall your descendants be.”  Not long after that, perhaps thinking God needed a little help 
keeping God’s word, Abram got his wife’s maid pregnant, and they had a son, Ishmael. 
 In chapter 17, God again makes a promise, a covenant that will lead to countless 
offspring for Abram. The covenant itself is important; it is a physical, lasting sign of the special 
relationship between God and this particular people. God’s part of the deal is to make many 
nations from Abram’s lineage; Abram’s part of the deal is to have all the men circumcised. To 
further authenticate this pact, God changes Abram’s name to Abraham, which means “Father 
of many Nations.”  The deal is sealed. 
 But there’s more…God changes Abraham’s wife Sarai’s name to Sarah, and says she 
will give birth to a son, even though she’s 90 years old. What did Abraham do when he heard 
this? Verse 17 says, “Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, ‘Can a 
child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Can Sarah, who is ninety years old bear a 
child?”    Rhetorical questions, both, because the obvious answer is “No.” 

Yet Abraham believes God, figures God just got the name wrong. Abraham says “O 
that Ishmael (the son of the maid) will live in your sight.” He trusts God will keep God’s word, 
but in relation to the son he already has. (By the way, did you notice that Abraham laughed? 
This was before Sarah laughed – just so you know, they both thought this idea was 
laughable…  because it was.) 



 God then clarifies what God means, “No, not Ishmael – although he, too, will be 
blessed, but Sarah will have a child. You will name him Isaac (which means laughter). He will 
be born this time next year.”  
 Could Abraham believe that? It had been 25 years since God first promised a child to 
him and Sarah. All those years, nothing; now he’s one hundred and she’s ninety. Could he 
trust that this time it would happen? How long is a person supposed to wait for God to fulfil 
God’s word – that there will be peace and justice in this world, that people will live together in 
harmony, that no one will be hungry or homeless or forgotten, that you and I will reflect the 
image of Jesus? 
 At the end of chapter 17, Abraham completes his part of the covenant. He takes his son 
Ishmael, who was about 12, and all the men – grown men, old men, little boys – and 
circumcises them – cuts the flesh off their foreskin.  My understanding is that when little 
babies are circumcised, their nerve endings are not fully developed. So the cutting hurts, but 
as soon as it’s over, the pain is gone.  Not so with grown men. That pain lasts a while.  
 Who is this God that demands so much of people? This God who promises and 
promises, but waits years to do anything about those promises, and then expects us to 
believe, again, that God will finally act? Those newly circumcised men were in agony. Some 
probably wanted to kill Moses; they must have wondered whether he really talked with God or 
was just a sadist. It was awful, what God commanded them to do. Why does God insist on 
things, so hard and painful?  
 This same God drove his own Son into the wilderness to be tempted for 40 days by 
Satan. No food, no water, no company. Then, when the 40 days were over, God sent Jesus 
to announce a crazy sounding message “The kingdom of God is here. Time to repent and 
believe.” In a few weeks, God will watch this same Son, whom God dearly loves, be crucified.   
Who is this God that demands so much of people?   
 This is where we are – in Lent. We are in the season of contemplating difficult things, of 
coming face to face with a God who demands from us, more than we’re comfortable with.  
 Genesis chapter 17 ends with the mass circumcision, but what about the rest of the 
story? Is Abraham, today, the father of many nations?  Yes – with countless descendants 
from both his son Ishmael and his son Isaac. Have God’s covenant, God’s instruction, and 
God’s promises been passed down generation after generation through these descendants?  
Yes. 
 Did Jesus die on a cross, abandoned even by God?  Yes.  It was brutal, horrifying, 
sickening. Did God raise Jesus from the dead on the third day? Yes. And is that story with its 
promises, its covenant of new life, still passed on through us today? It is.  
 Genesis 17 gives us a God to be taken seriously. This is a God who demands much 
and then gives more, loves more. We walk with this God, striving to be righteous as God 
expects. We voice our grievances, our complaints to this God, without mincing words – and 
expect to be received, to be heard.  We turn to this God for guidance, for help, for healing and 
forgiveness. We follow God’s only Son through rejection, ridicule and to the cross. Why?  

Because this is not some polite, harmless God who can’t do anything significant. This is 
a God to be reckoned with, a God we can’t escape, a God who never desserts us. Walking 
with this God “blameless” is tough; it can be dangerous and frightening.  But we’ve seen what 
this God can do, will do, has done: established an eternal covenant with people he loves; 

freed them from slavery into freedom; and dug them out of their graves to give them 
everlasting life.  
    
 



HYMN OF THE DAY      “I Need Thee Every Hour (I Need Thee)” 
Verse 1 
I need Thee every hour 
Most gracious Lord 
No tender voice like Thine 
Can peace afford 
 
Chorus 
I need Thee O I need Thee 
Every hour I need Thee 
O bless me now my Savior 
I come to Thee 
 
Verse 2 
I need Thee every hour 
Stay Thou near by 
Temptations lose their pow'r 
When Thou art nigh 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
I need Thee every hour 
In joy or pain 
Come quickly and abide 
Or life is vain 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 4 
I need Thee every hour 
Most Holy One 
O make me Thine indeed 
Thou blessed Son 
 
Chorus 
 
CCLI Song # 78811 
Annie Sherwood Hawks | Robert Lowry 
CCLI License # 11534117 

 
  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; 



   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 
     A brief silence. 
Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that they may follow 
you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises; give hope and courage to those 
who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, preserve your 
creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join you in tending to creation’s well-
being. Hear us, O God.     Your mercy is great. 
 
You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and between 
nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities we cannot even 
imagine. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of your love 
shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. Restore all who are 
sick or grieving. Bring vindication for victims of injustice, exploitation, and oppression. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless grandparents, 
parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them for care and guidance. 
Console those who deal with infertility, parents who have entrusted their children to adoption, 
and children longing to be adopted. Equip ministries and services to families, especially 
UpBring.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive the prayers of this gathered people… 
 
 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great 
 
We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the saints whom 
you have called to take up their cross and follow you, that together we may find our lives in 
you. Hear us, O God.        Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 



OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
not only sustains this congregation’s work, but also supports the ELCA, which this year is 
celebrating 50 years of ordained women in ministry, and 40 years of ordained women of color 
in ministry. Thanks be to God.   If you wish to give to Shepherd King, please find our address 
at our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread 
from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/


PREFACE DURING LENT 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
God of the wilderness, when Jesus was tested for forty days, you sent wild beasts to 

accompany him and angels to minister to him. God most high, when we were yet sinners, you 
sent your Son to die for us so that we might live anew. Restore us to yourself in this season of 
Lent as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the 
world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has 
made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Join us for midweek worship, on Wednesdays, 6:30 via Facebook live. We are using Holden 
Evening Prayer. 
 
Council meets today at 3 via Zoom. 
 
Good news, the PPP loan Shepherd King took out last year has been forgiven; we do not 
have to pay it back.  
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. There’s a Wednesday morning Bible study 
from 10:30 to 11:30 am (central time) on Zoom – you’d be very welcome. If you need prayer 
or a conversation, if you have a question about Christian faith, the Bible or the Church, I 
would love to talk with you. Call Shepherd King at this number and if no one answers, please 
leave contact your information so I can get back to you. The church number is: 210-344-5881.    
 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you ☩ that you may be 

a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN    “Standing On The Promises (Promises)” 
Verse 1 
Standing on the promises of Christ my King 
Through eternal ages let His praises ring 
Glory in the highest I will shout and sing 
Standing on the promises of God 
 
 



 
Chorus 
Standing standing 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior 
Standing standing 
I'm standing on the promises of God 
 
Verse 2 
Standing on the promises that cannot fail 
When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail 
By the living Word of God I shall prevail 
Standing on the promises of God 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
Standing on the promises I now can see 
Perfect present cleansing in the blood for me 
Standing in the liberty where Christ makes free 
Standing on the promises of God 
 
Chorus 
 
 

 
CCLI Song # 31803 
Russell Kelso Carter 
CCLI License # 11534117 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
HANDBELLS 

“Fairest Lord Jesus”  St Elizabeth, arrg by Venita MacGorman 
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