
Service of Holy Communion   
February 21, 2021 The First Sunday in Lent 

 
 
 
WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE            Piano 

“Lord, I Want to be a Christian” American Folk Hymn - Arranged by Cindy Berry   
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast 

love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who 
is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to 
be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your 
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 
restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no 

more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG    #319  “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days”  v 1, 2, & 4 
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 
 you prayed and kept the fast; 
 inspire repentance for our sin, 
 and free us from our past. 
 
2 You strove with Satan, and you won; 
 your faithfulness endured; 
 lend us your nerve, your skill, and trust 
 in God's eternal word. 
 
4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 
 and all our earthly days, 
 that when the final Easter dawns, 
 we join in heaven's praise. 



 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the 
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of 
baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over 
us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17 
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the earth by 
flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to 
divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all 
creatures. 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the 
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of 
the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 
that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy 
all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on 
the earth.”  
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 
  1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 



 4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, 
O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way.  
 9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 
 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  

 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22 
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through baptism to 
save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ. 
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he 
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at 
the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:9-15 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he 
might proclaim the good news of God’s reign. 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 



the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  
  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness 
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON      
 Forty days. That’s a long time to be in one place all alone. A long time with none of the 
usual comforts of home. Forty days Jesus was in the wilderness and his only company was 
the wild beasts, although Mark also says angels ministered to him.  
 Last week was very unusual for those of us in Texas, especially south Texas. For six or 
seven days most of the region was shut down – more so than it had already been shut down 
for COVID.  A week ago Saturday night and last Sunday morning there was ice on the roads, 
and people in South Texas don’t have the right equipment or knowledge for driving on ice. 
Then it sleeted and snowed, with accumulations from 4 to 6 inches, the most since the big 

snow storm in 1989. Frozen pipes, busted water heaters, cars sliding on the road, and all the 
mess that entails. The temperature didn’t get above freezing until Friday or Saturday, 
meaning the slick stuff stuck around a while.  
 Most people had already been staying home because of the pandemic. But for the last 
seven days, we were strongly encouraged not to go anywhere. Not to the gas station. Not to 
the grocery store. Not to stop by the office. Too cold to go out and work in the yard or take a 
walk. It was like COVID doubled-down on us, forcing us indoors day after day. That’s unusual 
here in San Antonio. It can get cold for a day or two, but then it bounces back up to the 70s. 
And it rarely snows. 
 Jesus was in the wilderness for 40 days alone, except for the wild beasts and the 
angels who waited on him. Forty days is a long time to be in quarantine, by yourself with 
nothing much to do. What did Jesus do all that time, just pray? How did he take his mind off 
his hunger, his loneliness?  And what sort of testing did he go through? Did he come to a new 
understanding of himself, of God’s activity in his life, during those forty days? 
 Mark’s gospel doesn’t specify how Jesus was tempted. Luke and Matthew give details, 
but Mark leaves it wide open. Satan was tempting or testing Jesus and his only companions 
were the wild beasts and the angels. No food. Maybe no water. No human company. Just the 
barren landscape, the dusty wind, and the silence. 
 We’ve been tested this last year, since the corona virus outbreak took off.  We’ve had 
to stay home a lot, to redefine work,  school,  worship, meetings and gatherings, contact with 
friends. It wasn’t so bad when we thought this might last a few months – not going to 
restaurants, not going to the gym, not being together in person, not hugging the grandkids, 
not taking vacation. We can do that for a few months, but now it’s been a year. Like Jesus, we 
are being tested – who are we really, how do we respond to this, what can we learn from it, 
and where do we see God at work in the midst of it all?  This testing intensifies during the 
season of Lent, when the scriptures, the story of Jesus’ journey to the cross, our songs and 
prayers urge us to search ourselves and to turn back – from whatever way we’ve strayed – 
turn back to the Lord, our God. 



 Who are we? Who are we together as followers of Jesus, as Church? What role does 
our faith play in how we live? What does it mean to be Church in these days, what will Church 
look like in the future? A large part of what we’ve been doing this past year is waiting. We’ve 
been waiting to learn more about COVID and how to protect ourselves from it, waiting for 
restrictions to be lifted, waiting for the vaccine, waiting to move on to a ‘new normal.’ Waiting 
can be holy, waiting and listening. Scripture counsels us to “wait on the Lord.”  

We’re not much of a waiting type people, though; we’re more used to doing. Maybe 
we’ve needed 12 months to figure out how to wait, how to listen for the Spirit’s guidance. No 
doubt, Jesus did a lot of waiting during those forty days; he had so much time on his hands. 
And God doesn’t always respond quickly to our prayers or our waiting. Maybe Jesus stayed in 
the desert and listened when he was tempted to go home and see his family; maybe he 
fasted and prayed when he was tempted to kill one of those wild beasts and eat it, tempted to 
give up on praying as useless. Scorching heat during the day, frigid temperatures at night, 
nothing to do hour after hour… yet Jesus waited, prayed, and listened.  

Jesus emerged from his time in the wilderness sure of his identity, sure of his purpose. 
He went into Galilee announcing that the time had arrived, the kingdom of God was near, 
calling everyone to repent and trust the good news. He was clear-minded, confident, and 
ready to face the world with the message of God’s truth and God’s love. 
 Wouldn’t it be great to come out of Lent – our 40 days of praying and listening – 
knowing beyond a doubt our identity as people of God, our purpose as Shepherd King 
Lutheran? Imagine having the clarity of mind and the confidence to share God’s love with our 
neighbors in ways that blessed their lives. What if Lent, or the longer time of social isolation, 
gave us the opportunity to hear what our neighbors and our city need, and what we can do, 
as Jesus’ brothers and sisters, to address those needs?  There is, in fact, so much need in 
the world – for food and shelter, for healing, for belonging, for companionship, for love you 
can touch, love that doesn’t end, for truth-telling that leads to reconciliation.  
 Maybe the next forty days can be a time for us to sit with the questions – who are we as 
people of God, together? and what is our purpose? – to sit with those questions patiently, 
listening, trusting God to shape us and lead us. Waiting is hard; listening – truly listening – is 
hard. Yet God is with us in the waiting, in the silence, the boredom, the loneliness, the 
frustration, the fear, the weariness. God sends God’s angels to care for us and sustain us 
when we’re tempted to give up, to stop trusting. Jesus remains close at hand in these empty 
days when nothing seems to be happening. This isn’t wasted time or unproductive time.   It is 
Lent, perhaps a bit longer than usual due to COVID; but still a time of introspection and 
turning toward God. It is time to wait for the Lord. 

And waiting is holy time. This is holy time – the slowness, each day the same, apart 

from each other, yet hour by hour full of God’s presence, as God reclaims us, remakes us, 
and prepares us to live-in and spread the good news.  
 
    
HYMN OF THE DAY     #793  “Be Thou My Vision”  V 1 & 2 
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
 thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 



 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 

  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,   the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 
     A brief silence. 
In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church 
throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good 
news of your salvation. Hear us, O God.    Your mercy is great. 
 
You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect the earth’s creatures 
from destruction. Bring warmth and safety to people and all living things during this frigid, 
dangerous winter. Provide shelter for the homeless. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in 
our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear 
us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing 
dangerous lands. Tend to struggling with isolation and weariness. Give healing all who are 
sick, and protect us from COVID. Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal 
identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s 
ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Listen to the prayers raised by this gathered people… 
 
 
 
Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
 



We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
sustains this congregation’s work, and reaches others in the community. Your support 
enables us upkeep of the building and utilities so that Regina Caeli home schoolers can meet 
here twice a week, the San Antonio Chapel Boy’s Choir can rehearse here each week, voting 
is held here, and other activities in this neighborhood.  If you wish to give to Shepherd King, 
you can find our address at our website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread 
from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

http://www.sklcsa.org/


PREFACE DURING LENT 

 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
God of the wilderness, when Jesus was tested for forty days, you sent wild beasts to 

accompany him and angels to minister to him. God most high, when we were yet sinners, you 
sent your Son to die for us so that we might live anew. Restore us to yourself in this season of 
Lent as we remember… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the 
world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has 
made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Midweek Worship, Wednesdays 
 
Council next Sunday, February 28.  
 
We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. There’s a Wednesday morning Bible study 
from 10:30 to 11:30 am (central time) on Zoom – you’d be very welcome. If you need prayer 
or a conversation, if you have a question about Christian faith, the Bible or the Church, I 
would love to talk with you. Call Shepherd King at this number and if no one answers, please 
leave contact your information so I can get back to you. The church number is: 210-344-5881.    
 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you ☩ that you may be 

a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     #599  “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” 
1 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 and purge away my sin; 
 from selfish passions set me free 
 and make me pure within. 
 
2 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 by anxious thoughts oppressed; 
 let me your loving servant be 
 and taste your promised rest. 
 
3 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 nor let me go astray; 
 through darkness and perplexity 
 point out your chosen way. 
 
4 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 that, when the flood is past, 
 I may the eternal brightness see 
 and share your joy at last. 
 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.          (We refrain from using Alleluia during Lent.) 

 

CHIMES 
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