
Service of Holy Communion   
February 14, 2021 The Transfiguration of our Lord 

 
 
WELCOME      
  
PRELUDE    

“Way Maker”  Osinachi Okoro      One Voice 
 

LAMENTATION    
Introduction:  
 We’ve experienced lots of change in the past year. The pandemic and social 
restrictions have led to the loss – whether permanent or temporary – of beloved aspects of 
our lives. Such loss bids us to lament, to give voice to our hurts and griefs. During the season 
of Epiphany, worship opens with lamentation and response, rather than confession and 
forgiveness. 
 
LAMENTS AND RESPONSE 
Gracious God, by day and night we pour out our hearts to you. Look and see what we have 
suffered. When will this hardship come to an end? Hear us as we cry: 
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?  
 
Loving God, we cry to you in the depths of our despair,  
in the chaos of our crisis, in the anguish of our agony.* 
How long, O Lord, how long? 
 
We are weary and worn, broken, beaten, and hungry  
for justice, relief, healing, and love.* 
How long, O Lord, how long? 
 
Hear us, Lord, as we place our sorrows and griefs before you; respond to us with 
your mercy and tender care. 
(silence for reflection) 
 
We lament today the loss of touch during this season. It grieves us not to be able to 
hug our friends, to lay a sympathetic hand on someone’s shoulder, to welcome a 
stranger with a handshake. We miss ordinary human contact.  Look upon your people 
with comp 
assion, Holy God, and ease our suffering. Give us the promise of new life, the hope 
of better days to come. Protect and uphold all those who are working to sustain life, 
bring healing, and to end this pandemic. 
Hear us, O God, for the sake of Jesus, who was crucified and has risen from the 
dead.   Amen. 
 
   *Adapted from Prayer by Jenna Perinne      
 
 



 
GATHERING SONG     ELW 671 - Shine, Jesus, Shine vs 1 & 2 
Chorus 
Shine Jesus shine 
Fill this land 
With the Father's glory 
Blaze Spirit blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow river flow 
Flood the nations 
With grace and mercy 
Send forth Your word Lord 
And let there be light 
 
Verse 1 
Lord the light of Your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness shining 
Jesus Light of the world shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us 
Shine on me shine on me 
 
Verse 2 
Lord I come to Your awesome presence 
From the shadows into Your radiance 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness 
Search me try me consume all my darkness 
Shine on me shine on me 
 
CCLI Song # 30426 
Graham Kendrick 
CCLI License # 11534117 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  ELW 315 - How Good Lord to Be Here! Vs 1, 2, & 5 
1 How good, Lord, to be here! 
 Your glory fills the night; 
 your face and garments, like the sun, 
 shine with unborrowed light. 
 
2 How good, Lord, to be here! 
 your beauty to behold 
 where Moses and Elijah stand, 
 your messengers of old. 
 



5 How good, Lord, to be here! 
 Yet we may not remain; 
 but since you bid us leave the mount, 
 come with us to the plain. 
 
Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our 
hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.     Amen. 
 
 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12 
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their 
travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of 
the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses. 
1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as 
far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out 
to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from 
you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, 
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 
Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, 
“Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, 
“Yes, I know; be silent.” 
  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went 
on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, 
as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and 
struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground. 
  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 
will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them 
in two pieces. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 



PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6 
 1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 
  calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, God shines forth in glory.  
 3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 
  with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 
 4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 
  to witness the judgment of the people. 
 5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 
  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
 6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 
  for it is God who is judge.  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives 
through Christian ministry. 
3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of 
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we 
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God 
who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

“Sing Alleluia”    
Sing Alleluia to the Lord. Sing Alleluia to the Lord.  

Sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia to the Lord. (repeat)  
 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 9:2-9 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the ninth chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’ 
followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest in 
the beloved Son. 
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is 
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 
him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only 
Jesus. 



  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they 
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON      

There’s  a  Celtic  saying  that  heaven  and  earth  are  only  three  feet  apart,  but  in  
the  thin  places,  the  distance  between  them  is  even  smaller.  We don’t often stumble 
upon those thin places, and when we do, the glimpse we get of some other layer of reality, 
something truer and more dazzling, is brief. It’s so extraordinary, so quick, as soon as it is 
over, we wonder if we really saw anything, or if our minds were playing tricks on us.  

For John Ames, it happened the day when, as a boy, he accompanied his father and 
some other men to a neighboring church. The church had been stuck by lightning and burned; 
they’d come to help clean up. John was young, six or seven, so he mostly watched the others 
work. After several hours, the men took a break to rest. John’s father was eating a biscuit 
when he called his son over.  As the boy approached, the man held out a bite of biscuit to him 
and in that instant,  the  boundary  between  heaven  and  earth  faded. Everything familiar 
melted away. John saw nothing but the brilliant sunlight, the morsel of bread, and his father’s 
soot-darkened fingers reaching to him.  In that thin place, God appeared in those ordinary 
things, radiant and warm, holy and real.  His father placed the bread in John’s mouth and he 
ate. Looking back, he always thought of that moment as Holy Communion.  

For me, it was the moon rising one summer evening on the plains of western 
Minnesota. I’d left my sisters at our cousin’s house to take a jog down the long road out front. 
After a bit, I looked to the left and there was this enormous red orb sitting on the horizon, like 
a bowling ball waiting to be rolled across the fields. It was magnificent, other-worldly, and 
slightly terrifying; I had to look away.  

I tried to keep going, shielding my face with my hand, but the eerie moon won out. It’s 
looming presence – suggesting  things unknown in this world –  was too much for me.  I cut 
short my run and hurried back inside my cousin’s house, feeling like a current of unusual 
electricity had run through me and singed my hair. I said nothing about the moon and how it 
had looked. In fact, assuming I’d been spooked for no good reason, I tried to forget the whole 
thing.  There were no words to explain what I’d just experienced.   Now I think what I saw was 
God’s glory, not just a normal moon but more than that.  And like most biblical figures, I could 
not look directly on the glory of God. 

Peter, James, and John followed Jesus up a high mountain, stones sliding under their 
sandals as they climbed. They might have been slightly winded when Jesus stopped. All of a 
sudden, the barrier between heaven and earth disappeared.  Jesus began to glow – his face, 
his clothes, the space around him.  Two heroes of the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah, were 
with Jesus, the three of them talking somberly about what awaited him in Jerusalem. Then a 
dense, gray cloud covered them and they heard a voice say, “This is my Son, the Beloved. 
Listen to him.” And just like that, it was over. The sky was clear and Jesus was alone, looking 
normal.  The four of them turned to head back down the mountain. Jesus told his friends to 
tell no one what they’d seen, but what words might they have used anyway? 

Those rare moments of transfiguration, the thin places where earth and heaven seem 
to touch – what is their purpose? I wonder if you’ve had any transfiguration moments, where 
this world was momentarily eclipsed by something from the next world. Maybe  your  thin-
place-experience was  activated  by  music, or visiting  a  sacred  site  like  St.  Patrick’s  
Cathedral  in  Manhattan,  or  wandering  the  streets  of  the  old  city  of  Jerusalem.  Youth 



in the congregation often have  ‘thin  place’  experiences  at  Camp  Chrysalis  or  the  
National  Youth  Gathering,  surrounded  by  other  teens,  singing  songs  of  praise,  
watching  flames  dance  in  a  campfire.  The moment doesn’t last long, but occasionally we 
get a glimpse of the glory of God revealing another realm, another kind of living – noble, 
beautiful, and lasting.   
 That  day  on  the  mountain, Jesus was preparing  to  head  for  Jerusalem.  Today,  
on  Transfiguration  Sunday,  we’re  preparing to  head  into  the  season  of  Lent.  When  
Jesus  heads  for  Jerusalem,  he  is  going  to  the  cross  where  he  will  suffer  and  die;  
when  we  enter  Lent  we  travel  with  Jesus  into his suffering  and  death,  stopping  to  

watch  and  pray  at  the  cross,  hoping  to  arrive  at  last  at  the  resurrection.    
The  journey  to  Jerusalem  is  difficult,  full  of  threat and danger.  Up  to  this  point  in  

Mark’s  gospel,  Jesus  has  been  a  miracle-worker,  a  healer,  someone  who  casts  out  
demons  and  teaches  with  authority.  He  has  exhibited great  power  over  the  forces  of  
darkness  and  death.  As a  miracle-worker  who  heals  the  sick  and  teaches  with  
authority,  we can  believe  Jesus is  the  Son  of  God.  But  when   Lent  begins  and  the 
trouble starts,  when  government  and  religious  officials  bring  serious  charges  against  
Jesus,  when  he  is  betrayed  by  a  friend,  put  on  trial,  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  
die…  Jesus doesn’t look as much like  God’s  anointed,  the  Savior  of  the  world.    
 Which  is  why  those  moments  of  transfiguration,  the  ‘thin  places’  are  important.  
They  remind  us  that  there is more.   Our  lives  can  be  so  routine  we  stop  seeing  the  
wonder and  mystery  of  life.   We  get burdened  with  grief  or  worry,  until each day  feels  
like  drudgery  rather than an  amazing  gift  of  God.  In  our  life  with  Jesus  we  can  
become  so  used  to  our  habits  --  worship  on  Sundays,  prayers  before  meals,  
devotions  before  bed  --  that  we  may  wonder  whether  our  life of faith  makes  any  
difference  in  us  or  the  world  around  us.   We  might  wonder  if  there  is   resurrection  
and  eternal  life.   We  wonder…  until  God  brings  us  to  a  ‘thin  place’  where,  for  just  a  
moment,  the  veil  is  lifted  and  we  see  God’s  realm  here  among  us.  It  comes  like  a  
voice from the cloud telling us the truth; it comes like a father’s  hand  placing  a  bite  of  
bread  in  our  mouths,  and  we  are  fed,  we  are  restored to life and faith.     
 It is good for us to be here, today, with Peter, James, and John, watching Jesus, Elijah, 
and Moses confer, an eerie glow around them, an unseen presence wrapping thickly around 
us, a voice declaring “This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.”  It is real – God’s infinite 
splendor, human Jesus God’s anointed, the resurrection and the life. See it. Taste it. Breathe 
it in and be assured, God is with us in Jesus Christ even as we make our way through the 
perils of Lent and to the cross.   
    
HYMN OF THE DAY      Shine on Us  
Verse 1 
Lord let Your light 
Light of Your face shine on us 
Lord let Your light 
Light of Your face shine on us 
That we may be saved 
That we may have life 
To find our way in the darkest night 
Let Your light shine on us 
 
 



Verse 2 
Lord let Your grace 
Grace from Your hand fall on us 
Lord let Your grace 
Grace from Your hand fall on us 
That we may be saved 
That we may have life 
To find our way in the darkest night 
Let Your grace fall on us 
 
Verse 3 
Lord let Your love 
Love with no end come over us 
Lord let Your love 
Love with no end come over us 
That we may be saved 
That we may have life 
To find our way in the darkest night 
Let Your love come over us 
Let Your light shine on us 
 
CCLI Song # 1754646 
Deborah D. Smith | Michael W. Smith 
CCLI License # 11534117 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all people in need. 
     A brief silence. 
For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and for all 
who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 



For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep; mountains, 
clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our 
stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray.   Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security 
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they witness 
to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray.     Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all who suffer this day, that Christ our healer transform sickness into health, loneliness 
into companionship, bereavement into consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray.    
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones we cannot see 
in person, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed around and 
among us, let us pray.   Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the thanks and concerns of this gathered people… (worshipers may offer their own petitions 

here) 
 
 
Let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 
 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage, that their 
lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray.      Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
sustains this congregation’s work in many ways, like our music ministry of hand bells, organ 
music, piano music, adult choir, One Voice, special guest musicians, and the chimes after 
each service.  If you wish to give to Shepherd King, you can find our address at our website: 
www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 

http://www.sklcsa.org/


OFFERING PRAYER 
O God,  receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms 
open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to 
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 
The Great Thanksgiving   
 
 

 
Preface for Transfiguration 

 



 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

God who created the heaven and the earth, who promised to bless all nations through 
Abraham and Sarah, and brought Israel safely through the sea, we gather at the table with 
our Lord, Jesus, with thankful hearts, remembering… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.  Come and be fed. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 
journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good 
news and serve others in your name. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Lent begins this coming Wednesday, Ash Wednesday. Worship will be livestreamed over 
Facebook at 11:00 am on Wednesday, the 17th. If you’re in or near San Antonio you can 
receive ashes here at Shepherd King. We will have a “drive through” imposition of ashes. 
Please drive to the front of the church (there will be helpers to guide you), stay in your car and 

wear a mask, and Pastor Kris will put ashes on your forehead using a Qtip.  There are two 
time periods for this on Wednesday – from 12-noon to 1 pm, and from 5:30 to 7 pm.  
  
Beginning the following week, on February 24, we will livestream midweek worship over 
Facebook on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. We’ll use Holden Evening Prayer and a series of skits 
based on Philippians 2:5-11. 
 



We’re glad so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King on Sundays. You’re 
welcome to join us for more than Sunday services. There’s a Wednesday morning Bible study 
from 10:30 to 11:30 am (central time) on Zoom – you’d be very welcome. If you need prayer 
or a conversation, if you have a question about Christian faith, the Bible or the Church, I 
would love to talk with you. Call Shepherd King at this number and if no one answers, please 
leave contact your information so I can get back to you. The church number is: 210-344-5881.    
 
BLESSING 
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     Shine Upon Us 
Verse 
When we lift our eyes to heaven 
We see Your glory O God 
When we fix our gaze on Jesus 
We see the light of Your eyes 
 
Chorus 
It shines upon us 
It lights the fire within us 
We are changed 
By Your glory O God 
As we stand in the light 
(Of Your presence) 
 
Repeat 
Verse 
Chorus 
Chorus 
 
CCLI Song # 1437798 
Larry Hampton 
CCLI License # 11534117 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
CHIMES 
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