
Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
 
 
PSALM       51:1-17 

 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
     in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
     and cleanse me from my sin.  
3For I know my offenses,  and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
     so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.   
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,  a sinner from my mother's womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
     and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;  
     wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.  9Hide your 
face from my sins,  and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of  your salvation  
    and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.   
13Let me teach your ways to offenders, and sinners shall be restored to you. 
14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 
     and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 
15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. 
     You are not pleased with burnt offering. 
17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 
     a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.  
 
GREETING 
The assembly stands. The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made,  and you forgive the sins 
of all who are penitent.  Create in us new and honest hearts, so that,  truly repenting of 
our sins,  we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 58:1-12 

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people 
their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to 
know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the 
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 

3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you 
fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today 
will not make your voice heard on high.  

5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like 
a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to 
the LORD? 6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share 
your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the 
naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 
quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear 
guard. 9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, 
Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of 
evil, 10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light 
shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday . 11The LORD will guide you 
continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you 
shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12Your ancient 
ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be 
called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
 The Word of the Lord, 
 Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, chapter 6. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you 
have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
2"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 
5"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door 
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

16"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting 
may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you.  
19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 
where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

The gospel of the Lord.         
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
HOMILY        REV. KRIS FRANKE HILL 
 God’s pissed. God is tired of superficial faithfulness, of seeing folks talk the talk, but not 
walk the walk. God’s had enough. So God sends Isaiah to address God’s people – the people 
God has chosen, people who know God, who know God’s instructions, people God loves 
dearly, people who go to worship regularly, put their tithes in the offering plate, and assume 
everything is okay between them and God. Everything is not okay. God’s pissed. 
 So God sends Isaiah, saying “Shout out loud! Sound the trumpets! Make sure everyone 
is paying attention and hears what you say.” The situation is urgent, no time to procrastinate, 
put this off until later. What’s the problem?  The problem is that daily life is going along as 
usual. People go to work, raise their kids, visit the in-laws, keep house, and take the Sabbath 
day to rest. The marketplace is functioning as it always does, people are selling and buying, 
bartering, bargaining, adding a few processing fees here and there. 
 The civic authorities are in their palaces, governing; different factions struggle for 
power, devious strategies are employed. Nothing new. The poor are poor; they go without. 
Those for whom the system doesn’t work-well, don’t get ahead. It’s always been that way. 
The faithful go to weekly worship; they fast once a week, and make sure everybody is aware 
of it – drawn faces, long sighs, dragging steps. But still, they’re doing what they’re supposed 
to do, aren’t they?  So why is God sending a prophet to shout at them? 
 From a human point of view, the people are living properly, attending to their duties, 
being faithful, good citizens. But that’s not how God sees it. God sees people taking care of 
their own interests and ignoring the needs of others. God sees people using others, telling lies 
about others, tricking others in order to get ahead. For instance, take the people’s fasting 
practices. Sure, they fast when they’re supposed to, yet they refuse to pay their employees a 
living wage, or treat them with respect, or give them adequate time off. What good, then, is 
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their fasting? Are they expecting brownie points because they refrain from eating for a day 
and make a big show of it?  
 Fasting, itself, is good. It is a means of setting aside one’s own desires, one’s own 
routine, one’s own needs to focus on God, to listen to God, to pray. Fasting reminds us that 
everything we have, everything we need, is given to us by God. We don’t have a right to claim 
ownership of our home, our financial assets, our accomplishments, our health… we don’t 
have a right to horde our blessings for ourselves alone. Fasting reminds us that what we have 
is not ours, but God’s. Fasting breaks into our daily lives and creates space for God. Fasting, 
itself, is good. 
 There are people who fast one day a week during Lent, the season that starts today. 
Orthodox Christians refrain from eating any meat, except fish, for the duration of Lent – six 
weeks. During Ramadan, Muslims do not eat or drink anything at all from sunup to sundown, 
every day for a month. Fasting is a useful tool to turn us toward God, to remind us that we 
belong to God and that we depend on God for every good thing.  
 In Isaiah’s words, God is not denouncing fasting as such. God is clarifying what kind of 
fast God expects from us. Is it to make ourselves miserable, beat ourselves with a stick, or 
skip a few meals without giving it much thought? No. 

This is the fast that God requires from God’s people – from church members, from the 
citizens of this nation, from you and me: to loosen the grip injustice has on so many 
communities and individuals. Fast from injustice, from conspiring with it, from ignoring it if it 
doesn’t affect you, from assuming nothing can be changed. God is looking for a fast that 
takes the yoke off people’s backs, people fleeing their homeland because it isn’t safe, people 
judged by their looks, people held captive by poverty. It’s not enough just to ‘help’ them; God 
calls us to take the yoke off their backs.  
 God’s fast calls us give out of our abundance to feed those with nothing. It calls for us 
to share housing in this city, in this nation, with people who have nowhere to live. God’s fast 
calls us to take our own coat and offer it to someone who doesn’t have one. It calls us to get 
to know and be involved with the people around us – in the neighborhood, throughout the city 
– not hide in our homes or gather only with people we know and like.   
 When we join God in that kind of fast – one that fights injustice, breaks down the yokes 
on people’s backs; one that welcomes the poor and hungry to our own tables, and ensures 
that people who are mentally ill or addicts or just broken have somewhere to stay… when we 
join God in that fast, then – the prophet promises – we will shine like the dawning of a new 
day, we’ll be healed, God will go before us to clear the way, and follow behind to protect us. 
Then the city will prosper, the nation will live in peace, creation itself will be fertile and 
abundant.  
 Each year the season of Lent calls us to “Return to the Lord your God.”  
Repent. Change direction. Leave old ways behind and live a new way. Jesus has turned his 
face toward Jerusalem, now; he is headed to the cross and he will not be stopped. He will 
speak God’s word, carry out God’s will, spread God’s righteousness and God’s love. He will 
be threatened by those in power, harassed, arrested, beaten, and killed. None of it will deter 
him.  
 This Lent, as we walk with Jesus to Jerusalem, scripture reminds us to fast, to put 
aside elements of life that we love; to risk being uncomfortable, humiliated, judged; to see the 
pain, the unfairness in this world and do our best to dismantle it, get rid of it.  

Jesus gave his life for us; we can do better than give up ice cream. We can take up the 
fast that God chooses: to loose the bonds of injustice…to bring the homeless poor into your 
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house…when you see the naked to cover them, and not to hide from your own kin, those in 
your family, those living next door, those across town. God will guide us. God will give us 
what we need. God will make our communities healthy. So come, Lent has begun; let us join 
in the fast acceptable to the Lord. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  #793  Be Thou My Vision 
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
 thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 

 
INVITATION TO LENT 
The assembly remains seated.  

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus' 
passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 
 
We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God's mercy. 
We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in 
harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and 
creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 
 
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists 
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the 
discipline of Lent--self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and 
works of love--strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey 
through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
The presiding minister leads the following or another confession. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who brings us safely through the sea, who gives us 
water from the rock, who leads us into the land of milk and honey. 
C: Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
Have mercy on us. 
 
For self-centered living and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness: 
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 
For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at rest within ourselves: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 
For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the image of God in others:  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 
For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that create strife and warfare: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 
For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with the fruits of creation: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 
For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 
For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering the gifts of love and grace: 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses us and gives us the power to 
proclaim the mighty acts of the one who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. As 
a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Normally we would call people forward now for the imposition of ashes. Today we ask that you drive to 

church, wear a mask, stay in your car, and Pastor Kris will put the ashes on your forehead. You can 

come between noon and 1 pm, or between 5:30 and 7 pm today. 

 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
Almighty God have mercy on us,  forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
strengthen us in all goodness,  and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.                       
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the church, for 
people in need, and for all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
Holy and righteous God, teach us, your church, to be honest about our sinfulness. Turn our 
hearts back to you to receive the fullness of your forgiveness and redemption. Hear us, O 
God.     Your mercy is great.  
 



7 

 

Open wide your hand to satisfy the needs of every living thing. Send your Spirit to places 
suffering from drought or floods. Fill every habitat with life. Hear us, O God.       Your mercy 
is great. 
 
Raise up reconcilers who point us to the sources of injustice and teach us how to build 
relationships. Establish your lasting peace among the nations. Hear us, O God.    Your 
mercy is great. 
 
Soothe the souls of people who feel like they are beyond your mercy. Wash away the barriers 
that keep us far from you, and restore joy in our lives. Hear us, O God.           Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Fill our fasting bodies with your Spirit of justice. Lead us into the challenging work of feeding 
and freeing all people. Fulfill your purpose in us. Hear us, O God.     Your mercy is great. 
 
Reveal the treasures of heaven through the witness of all your saints. Give us the will to 
journey faithfully and to bear Christ’s salvation to all who yearn for it. Hear us, O God.      
Your mercy is great. 
 
Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways; through the 
saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.     And also with you.  
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 Generous God, you feed us with the harvest of the land, and you provide for our every 
need. Receive our gifts of money, imagination, and labor, and transform them into a feast that 
welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest.       

Amen. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.   
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.  Come and be fed. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing, turning our 
emptiness into joy. Filled with your abundant grace, send us now to be ministers of 
reconciliation, mending broken hearts, working for justice, and striving for peace among all 
people, in the name of Jesus Christ.     Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
God, who fills the creation with abundance,  Christ, who spreads his arms in forgiveness,  
Holy Spirit who draws ever near to us,  + bless you and bring you to life everlasting.                    
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN    #599  Lord Jesus, Think on Me  vs 1-3 
1 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 and purge away my sin; 
 from selfish passions set me free 
 and make me pure within. 
 
2 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 by anxious thoughts oppressed; 
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 let me your loving servant be 
 and taste your promised rest. 
 
3 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 nor let me go astray; 
 through darkness and perplexity 
 point out your chosen way. 
 

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt. 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
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