
Service of Holy Communion   
January 31, 2021 4th Sunday after Epiphany 

 
 
 
WELCOME    
 
PRELUDE    

“Ancient Words” Lynn DeShazo       One Voice 
 

LAMENTATION    
Introduction:  
 We’ve experienced lots of change in 2020 and 2021. The pandemic and social 
restrictions have led to the loss  - whether permanent or temporary – of beloved aspects of 
our lives. Great and sustained loss bids us to lament, to give voice to our hurts and griefs. 
During the season of Epiphany, worship opens with lamentation and response, rather than 
confession and forgiveness. 
 
Laments and Response 
Gracious God, by day and night we pour out our hearts to you. Look and see what we have 
suffered. When will this hardship come to an end? Hear us as we cry: 
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?  
 
Loving God, we cry to you in the depths of our despair,  
in the chaos of our crisis, in the anguish of our agony.* 
How long, O Lord, how long? 
 
We are weary and worn, broken, beaten, and hungry  
for justice, relief, healing, and love.* 
How long, O Lord, how long? 
 
Hear us, Lord, as we place our sorrows and griefs before you; respond to us with 
your mercy and tender care. 
(silence for reflection) 
 
We lament today the loss of work during this season. We grieve the loss of jobs for 
employees at restaurants, bars, service industries and other places; we grieve the 
resulting food and housing insecurity many are experiencing. Look upon your people 
with compassion, Holy God, and ease our suffering. Give us the promise of new life, 
the hope of better days to come. Protect and uphold all those who are working to 
sustain life, bring healing, to serve our nation, and to end this pandemic. 
Hear us, O God, for the sake of Jesus, who was crucified and has risen from the 
dead.   Amen. 
 
   *Adapted from Prayer by Jenna Perinne      
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GATHERING SONG     # 270 “We Are Called” 
1     Come! Live in the light!  Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
       We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God. 
 

Refrain 
       We are called to act with justice.  We are called to love tenderly; 
       We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 
 

2     Come! Open your heart!  Show your mercy to all those in fear! 
       We are called to be hope for the hopeless so hatred and blindness will be no more. 
             (Refrain) 
 

3     Sing! Sing a new song!  Sing of that great day when all will be one! 
       God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in love. 
               (Refrain) 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE “I Exalt Thee” 
Verse  
For Thou oh Lord art high above all the earth 
Thou art exalted far above all gods 
For Thou oh Lord art high above all the earth 
Thou art exalted far above all gods 
 
Chorus  
I exalt Thee 
I exalt Thee 
I exalt Thee oh Lord 
I exalt Thee 
I exalt Thee 
I exalt Thee oh Lord 
 
(repeat all) 
 
CCLI Song # 17803 
CCLI License # 11534117 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and 
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the 
Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the 
people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine 
word. 
[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your 
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my 
God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: 
“They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among 
their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them 
everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall 
speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name 
of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the 
prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 111 
 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
 2Great are your works, O LORD, pondered by all who delight in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness endures forever. 
 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full of compassion. 
 5You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. 
 6You have shown your people the power of your works 
  in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 
 8They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;  holy and 
awesome is your name. 
 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good 
understanding. God’s praise endures forever.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as 
license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, 
impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior 
does not cause another to sin. 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet 
have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really 
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exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods 
in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there is 
one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; 
and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no 
worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours 
does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who 
possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is 
weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge 
those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against 
members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against 
Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not 
cause one of them to fall. 
 The Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 “Sing Alleluia”    
Sing Alleluia to the Lord. Sing Alleluia to the Lord.  

Sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia, sing Alleluia to the Lord. (repeat)  
 
GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:21-28 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize 
Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and 
people are amazed at his authority. 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with 
an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying 
with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee. 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON     
 Few things are as satisfying as listening to a really great speaker. For me, that is 
especially true when the speaker is opening the Word of God in ways that are fresh and 
insightful, that make me see the world in a new way. One of my favorite speakers is Old 
Testament scholar, Walter Brueggemann; another is New Testament scholar Amy Jill Levine 
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– both are powerful.  When they give a talk, it’s not hard to listen to them; you almost can’t 
help but listen. And when their words penetrate your natural preoccupations with daily life, 
things come alive – Jesus and his teachings, the prophets and their oracles, the Acts of the 
Apostles who were regular people like you and me. It all seems real and present and decisive 
in terms of how the world is, and who you and I are in it. I love a really good speaker. 
 What a treat it was that day in Capernaum, for the people to hear Jesus speak about 
the scriptures. It’s thrilling when someone takes a bible passage you’ve known all your life, 
and shows you stuff you had not noticed in it before. It’s like a storage room full of possibilities 
that’s been unlocked and the doors thrown wide open.  

There was something unique in the way Jesus taught, how he depicted who God is and 
how God is active in the world. When Jesus talked about God it sounded like he spoke from 
firsthand experience, the way you or I might speak about our spouse or our best friend. The 
people in the synagogue marveled at him, his words were so different from those of other 
teachers. Jesus taught as one who had, not just book learning, but personal knowledge and 
authority. It took their breath away. 

That lovely morning at the synagogue, however, changed in an instant when a vagrant, 
a street person, someone with mental illness perhaps, burst into the room, shouting. His hair 
all a mess, his eyes bugged out and the veins in his neck bulging, his face twisted in rage – 
the man was a frightening spectacle. The serenity of a peaceful morning was shattered.  

When something like that happens, most people pull back in horror, wondering who will 
take charge and remove the disruptive person. Everyone is alarmed, unsure if they should do 
something – like call the police. If someone successfully addresses and resolves the situation, 
clearly that is a person with authority, authority to decide and to act. 

When I was pastor of a congregation in urban Houston, we occasionally had surprising 
visitors in worship. Homeless people slept on the church porch most nights, and sometimes 
one of them would wander in during worship. One Sunday Kevin, a semi-homeless man, 
came to worship late on a day the assistant to the bishop was preaching. It was a big day, a 
special day, at Grace Lutheran. Evidently Kevin had been drinking because he staggered 
down the center aisle, sat on the front pew, and kept nearly nodding off, then waking with a 
loud start.   

It was so disruptive, I don’t think anyone could truly hear the sermon. I kept hoping an 
usher would come show Kevin out of the building. Afterward, I mentioned that to a member, 
who said, “No, I think it was good that happened today, when someone from the synod was 
here. It lets them see the kind of ministry we do at this church.” He had a really good point, 
but I still remember how aggravated I was at Kevin that day for disrupting worship. 
 The intruder at Capernaum confronted Jesus, yelling, “What business do you have with 
us? Have you come to destroy us?” All eyes must have turned to see what Jesus would do. 
He’d shown himself to be an authoritative teacher, but how would he handle this? 

The Gospel writers often tell us a truth, and then illustrate it with an example. That’s 
what Mark does in today’s gospel. First came the crowd’s reaction to Jesus’ teaching – they 
were astounded; he taught as one with authority. Authority is defined as: the power and right 
to make decisions, give orders and enforce obedience.  But how much authority, and what 
kind, did Jesus actually have? It’s one thing to teach; it’s another to act.  
 In response to the man’s questions Jesus said, “Be silent and come out of him!”  The 
man screamed, his body convulsed, and then it was over. The unclean spirit, the destructive 
force that had taken over his whole life, was gone. Seeing that, the crowd knew – hearing 
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about it, we know – that Jesus has genuine authority, not only over people, but over nature, 
over forces in the world we can neither see nor control.  
 I am struck by the difference between my response to Kevin when he disrupted Sunday 
worship, and Jesus’ response to the man in the synagogue. With the authority I had as pastor 
of the church, I wanted someone to go get Kevin and usher him outside so he’d stop being a 
nuisance. Jesus used his authority, not to get rid of the man and send him on his way, but to 
free him from the demons that had owned him. Jesus saw past the disturbance being made, 
to the predicament of the person before him, and he ordered the destructive power, the dis-
ease, to go away and leave the man alone. 
 There are countless unhealthy spirits that manipulate and burden us these days: 
addiction to substances, addiction to power and wealth, addiction to being “right”; fear that 
important parts of our lives are being taken away, fear that the world is changing and we’re 
losing control; debates about what is and what is not true, disagreements about COVID and 
receiving a vaccine. These spirits attach themselves to us, take up lodging in our heads, and 
give us no peace. Trying to untangle ourselves from them is exhausting. 
 That poor man who barged into the synagogue – everyone thought he was crazy, and 
wanted to get away from him. Was he crazy, or was he possessed by impulses, ideas, and 
skewed perceptions he could not shake? We know what that’s like, don’t we - to have worry 
and rage, insecurity and confusion yelling inside us until we can’t hear anything else? What 
we need then is not rejection, or condemnation, but compassion and power to set us free.  

Confronted with the man in the synagogue, Jesus saw past the craziness to the human 
being who was suffering; instead of sending him away or locking him up, Jesus set him free to 
live in his right mind, with an open heart, and a quieted spirit.  
 Come, Lord Jesus, and do that for us, today. Quiet the howling noise in our minds and 
in our world; release us from accusations thrown at us and accusations we throw at others; 
free us from lies, that we may rest in truth; and focus our trust on you – your word, your ways, 
your love – that we may walk in the newness of life you give. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     “Thy Word” 
Chorus 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 
 
Verse 1 
When I feel afraid 
And I think I've lost my way 
Still You're there right beside me 
Nothing will I fear 
As long as You are near 
Please be near me to the end 
 
Chorus 
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Verse 2 
I will not forget 
Your love for me and yet 
My heart forever is wandering 
Jesus be my guide 
And hold me to Your side 
I will love You to the end 
 
Chorus 
 
CCLI SONG # 14301 
AMY GRANT | MICHAEL W. SMITH 
CCLI LICENSE # 11534117 

  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole Church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all people in need. 
     A brief silence. 
For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world: prophets, 
teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries, let us pray.    
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms; and for 
those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us pray.   Have 
mercy, O God. 
 
For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid attorneys, 
elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-being of civil 
society, let us pray.   Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, those 
fighting COVID, those living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who 
are hungry or homeless, and all in any need; for caregivers, hospice workers, and home 
health aides, let us pray.    Have mercy, O God.  
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For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship, those 
celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for other needs 
in our community, let us pray.   Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the thanksgivings and concerns we express to you now… 
 
 
Let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the baptized 
who have died in the Lord, let us pray.   Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
Thank you for your faithful giving to the ministry of Jesus at Shepherd King. Your generosity 
not only sustains this congregation’s work, but also supports the larger Lutheran Church 
including the Southwestern Texas synod office which coordinates ministry efforts among local 
congregations, provides guidance and support to congregations, and connects us to the 
larger mission of the church.  If you wish to give to Shepherd King, please see how at our 
website: www.sklcsa.org  
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms open 
wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to 
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
 (Please have the bread and wine/juice ready for Holy Communion) 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

 
PREFACE SUNDAYS IN EPIPHANY 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

God who created the heaven and the earth, who promised to bless all nations through 
Abraham and Sarah, and brought Israel safely through the sea, we gather at the table with 
our Lord, Jesus, with thankful hearts, remembering… 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.  Come and be fed. 
 
Take the bread and eat, this is the body of Christ, given for you. (please consume the bread) 
 
Take the cup and drink, this is the blood of Christ, shed for you. (please drink from the cup) 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 
journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good 
news and serve others in your name. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The season of Lent is fast approaching. Ash Wednesday is on February 17. Worship will be 
live-streamed on Facebook at 11:00 am. Ashes will be disbursed in the parking lot, in a drive-
by ceremony. Stay in your car and wear a mask. Pastor Kris will place the ashes on your 
forehead. Hours for drive-by imposition of ashes are, Wednesday, Feb. 17, 12:00 noon to 
1:00, and 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  
 
We appreciate that so many of you tune in to worship with Shepherd King. Many of our 
Sunday visitors are unknown to us, which is fine, but I want you to know – if there is 
something we can do for you: if you would like prayer, or a conversation, or have a question 
about Scripture or faith – please contact us. Our contact information is on our webpage – 
www.sklcsa.org   
 
BLESSING 
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sklcsa.org/
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CLOSING HYMN   “Shield About Me” 
Verse 
Thou O Lord are a shield about me 
You're my glory You're the lifter of my head 
 
Chorus 
Hallelujah hallelujah hallelujah 
You're the lifter of my head 
 
Verse 
Chorus 
Chorus 
 
CCLI Song # 14882 
Charles Williams | Donn Thomas 
CCLI License # 11534117 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
CHIMES           Handbells 
 “Jesus Shall Reign”  John Hatton/arr Erin MacGorman & Venita MacGorman 
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