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  THE STAFF 

 Usually, August is planning time for me: 
planning fall worship, Christian education, and 
activities at Shepherd King. In most years, I 
would be gathering material for adult Sunday 
school, getting in touch with the confirmation stu-
dents to see when we’ll begin meeting, talking 
with the Worship and Music Team about fall cele-
brations and even beginning to think about Ad-
vent and Christmas. This year, none of that is 
happening. Or at least, it is not happening the 
way it has in previous years.  
 Part of that is because we do not know 
what the fall will entail. Might we be able to gather 
in person for worship some time before the end of 
the year? I don’t know. It seems unlikely unless a 
very effective treatment for COVID or a vaccine is 
developed. If we are still confined to our homes, 
what becomes of Sunday school, of the Rachel 
circle, of quilting, and of confirmation class? What 
will we do to observe Reformation Sunday, All 
Saints Sunday, and Christmas? It is difficult to 
plan for the fall when we don’t know what the fall 
will bring. 
 Wednesday Bible study will continue meet-
ing this fall from 10:30 to 11:30 in the morning via 
Zoom. Anyone is welcome to join us. If you can’t 
make it to the Zoom meeting but are interested in 
what we’re doing, I would be happy to send you 
my notes from each class. Let me know. 
 For those who cannot attend a study dur-
ing the day on a weekday, would you like to have 
some kind of Christian Education classes using 
Zoom on another day? Maybe Sunday after-
noons, or Monday or Thursday evenings? Let me 
know if you’re interested in this. Sunday school 
doesn’t necessarily have to be on Sundays. 
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Closed Fridays 

 
 If there is a decided and steady drop 
in COVID cases this fall we might be able to 
resume Wednesday evening prayer services 
in the Huth Garden. Should this become pos-
sible, we will continue to wear masks and 
practice social distancing. And we might 
need to meet a little earlier than 7 pm to 
avoid being in the dark. This is certainly an 
option should the rise in COVID cases come 
under control. 
 What about Christmas? We are not 
going to skip Christmas, but I’m not sure ex-
actly how we will celebrate it either. Worship-
ping outside in the late afternoon on Christ-
mas Eve (4 or 5 pm) might be a possibility, 
as long as it is not raining. We might be able 
to do some Christmas type decorating out-
side to spread cheer. If there are those in the 
congregation who decorate their yards for 
the season, maybe we could do a caravan 
drive-by in our cars to see the decorations. If 
all else fails, we’ll have Christmas Eve wor-
ship as best we can on Facebook live. 

None of these sounds as satisfying as 
our usual Christmas Eve worship together. 
But we will figure out something. If you have 
ideas for some type of Sunday school and/or 
for Christmas worship in the midst of social 
distancing, let me know. The Worship and 
Music Team is already thinking about some 
of these matters and we welcome your input. 
 
 Pastor Kris Hill, stm 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Page 2 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 

ALL ACTIVITIES & SERVICES AT SKLC 

ARE SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

WATCH FOR EMAILS & PHONE TREE MESSAGES 

FOR FURTHER UPDATES 

 

OFFICE COVERAGE: 

HOURS VARY 

MONDAY—KATHY 

TUESDAY—PASTOR KRIS 

WEDNESDAY—COURTNEY 

THURSDAY—PASTOR KRIS 

 

CALL THE OFFICE BEFORE YOU MAKE THE TRIP. 

 

NO IN PERSON VISITS  

ARE BEING MADE AT THIS TIME 

BUT PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE TO LET US KNOW 

 IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS SICK. 

Stewardship thought – using the gifts God has given us,  
wisely and for good. 

“When we surrender every area of our lives– including our financ-
es–to God, then we are free to trust Him to meet our needs. But if we 
would rather hold tightly to those things that we possess, then we find 
ourselves in bondage to those very things.” – Larry Burkett 

  
“...the care of the earth is our most ancient and most worthy and, after all, 
our most pleasing responsibility. To cherish what remains of it, and to 
foster its renewal, is our only legitimate hope.” 
― Wendell Berry, The Art of the Commonplace: The Agrarian Essays 
 

Thank you for your faithful giving and participation in the life of Shepherd 
King during this time of social distancing. You are loved, and your giving of self 
is appreciated.  

 
 
Congratulations Ramon Navarro ! 
 Our long time custodian, Ramon Navarro, retired at the end of 
June.  We were disappointed that we could not honor him properly 
with a retirement luncheon/reception.  Perhaps you would like to send 
him a card and/or token of your appreciation, thanking him for the 
many years of service to SKLC.  His address is: 304 E. Hart Ave 
(78214).  Thank you!  We will surely miss him!! 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1781679
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Council Goals for 2020 
Just a reminder, the congregation council set the 
following goals for 2020: 
 1. To increase membership/participation in 
the congregation, and 
 2. To find more ways to be ‘church’ out-
side our building.  
Please keep these goals in your prayers, and 
help as we seek to achieve them. 
 
Being “church” outside the building 
 What are you learning about alternate 
ways to be the Church? Have you noticed any 
opportunities to connect with people you don’t 
usually see or talk to? (I’ve met several neighbors 
on my daily walks through the neighborhood.) 
Are there ways Shepherd King could minister to 
you during this time that we aren’t currently 
doing?  
 This is an excellent time for us all to reflect 
on what it means to be church and how we might 
live more effectively as the Body of Christ. I invite 
you to do that. 
    - Pastor Kris 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacation 

Pastor Kris will take vacation at the 
end of July through August 2. On Sundays, 
July 26 & August  2, Shepherd King will be 
worshipping, virtually over the internet, with 
House of Prayer Lutheran Church. Courtney, 
the church secretary, will send you the nec-
essary information when the time comes. 
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MEN’S EARLY BREAKFAST 
 

Thursday,  August 27 
     8:30 a.m.   

Denny’s @ Bitters & 281 

Ladies Corner 
 
     Anna Quindlen in her book, A Short Guide to a Happy Life, reflects 
on what it takes to “ get a life” to live deeply every day then merely to 
exist.  She says “we have to teach ourselves how to live, really live… to 
love the journey, not the destination.”  Our lives have changed as we 
stay home, wearing masks when we do leave the house.  We make our 
trips to HEB count because we do not know when we may be able to return.  Buying toilet paper 
became an event and then there were the Chlorox wipes.  We look at things differently now.  
Quindlen  says “Knowledge of our own mortality is the greatest gift God ever gavr us because un-
less you know the clock is ticking, it is so easy to waste our days, our lives.”  And so it is with this 
time when we are sheltered at home.  We have time to call friends, write letters, clean out drawers 
and do all the things that we put off because we think we have more time.  
     The July Bible Study still centers around Love.  In this unusual time, what new ways have you 
found to love and to share that love?   Get a life, open your hearts to new ways of thinking and 
loving.  God is leading us through this time.  Be open to Him. 
 
Shirley Hormuth 
Coordinator, SK, Women of the ELCA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August Volunteers 
August 9  Don Hill 

August 16  Cliff Hughes 
August 23 Barbara Eickman 
August 30 Courtney Classen 

 
Due to COVID-19 we lost some of 
our Worship Assistants.  If you would 
like to participate in the Sunday 
Morning Facebook Live Worship Ser-
vices, please contact the church of-
fice at 210-344-5881.  All the parts 
are spoken (no singing, unless you 
want to)!   
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Getting Along in Years by Don Hill  
 

The Importance of Gratitude 
     It may be that my timing is a bit off. This may be the wrong time to write an 
essay on gratitude. Surely a time for celebration is coming. One which would pro-
vide a better setting. Last week the Express-News ran a headline, “Texas sees 
worst virus day yet” and on today’s paper the headline read “Pandemic Tightens 
Grip on S.A.” 

     If the reasons for gratitude aren’t abundant – and there’s a good chance they’re not – then we 
each need to find them: they may be lost in the shadows. 
     Several months ago, when the essay’s subject was altruism, we were able to see and applaud 
an abundance of altruism if we followed the coverage on TV news of Covid-19 as it ravaged the 
Northeast. Day after day we watched the heroics of frontline health workers and first responders, 
particularly in New York City, along with the terrible toll the pandemic was taking. Even though the 
television coverage and the awful human statistics focused primarily of New York, our experience 
of the pandemic involved great uncertainty as we heard of possible “second wave” the only cer-
tainty was uncertainty and stress, day after day. 
     However, in May the fury of Covid-19 appeared to ease and the curve seen on the daily news 
began to flatten: a normal life began to seem possible once again. We were urged to get out into 
the world, to live and celebrate our lives, to recharge our psychological batteries as well as those 
of the economy. It wasn’t a reprieve. Covid, we were told, is still out there and caution was urged. 
We were at least able to step back – still at a social distance, take a breath of fresh air, with a 
mask, please, relax in our delicious freedom, and shake off the accumulated stress.  
     Now, as you know, we find ourselves in a familiar, though perhaps more dire, position. The re-
turn to normalcy finds us nervous about just how safe the new normal is. How safe, for example, 
is returning children to school? As the research into Covid-19 intensifies we find our tormentor to 
be as evasive as a bead of mercury. The disease which was initially believed be a threat to the 
respiratory system is thought now a neurological concern as well.  
     Along with material for the essays on altruism, my research also brought up information on 
gratitude, an essay-subject I hadn’t previously considered. As I read the material I could see it as 
altruism’s close cousin. Put very simply, altruism is compassion, along with the biblical associa-
tion of charity. Gratitude, also rich in religious connotations, has as its Latin root, gratia, deriva-
tives of which are grace, graciousness, or gratefulness. (Emmons and McCullough 2003) 
     Much of the literature addresses the advantages available to us if we show gratitude. An article 
in Forbes, by Amy Morin, lists several advantages, such as improved sleep, self-esteem, physical 
and psychological benefits. (2014) There is probably good advice to be had in such considera-
tions, but well intentioned though they may be, they don’t seem relevant to our current need. In 
Psychology Today, Polly Campbell writes, “It can be hard to see the goodness when we are living 
in the shadows of life. But that is when we need gratitude the most. That’s when we must go look-
ing for it.” (2014) 
     It is in precisely this point, seeking out in our lives, that for which we are grateful. Now, immedi-
ately I can sense my inner critic bursting in, a worried look on his brow, concerned that I may miss 
some piece of news with desperate implications. But rest assured, anxious and well-meaning crit-
ic, I believe we need to know, even when the news is bad. As Tara Parker-Pope writes in the New 
York Times: 

Every day brings a new question, a new worry, a new fear about the coronavirus 
pandemic. It’s essential to pay attention to public health advice, to practice social 
distancing, and to stay home to limit contact and reduce the spread of infection. And 
it’s also essential to take care of yourself, particularly when it comes to 
stress. (2020) 
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Getting Along In Years continued….. 
 
     Further to that point, but also to the larger issue of our individual being in the world, Parker-
Pope describes something which others in my research have suggested: a gratitude ritual. She 
writes that as she washes her hands, she is mindful of gratitude: 

     I start with the doctors, nurses, ambulance and hospital workers on the front lines 
of the pandemic. I think about the countless numbers of hourly workers who are re-
stocking grocery store shelves, working at pharmacies and staffing checkout coun-
ters. These people are coming face-to-face with hundreds of people each day, put-
ting themselves at risk so the rest of us have food and necessities. I think about sani-
tation workers collecting our trash. I think about the young man who provides mainte-
nance and cleaning to my building, while grandparents care for his 9-year-old and 1-
year-old children. (Parker-Pope 2020) 

      
Works Cited 
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Lutheran World Relief Ingathering Update 
 On June 2, I received a call from Debbie 
Mattke informing me that there would be a LWR In-
gathering at Zion Lutheran Church in Helotes.  A 
group of 4quilters and three ladies representing 
WELCA, gathered in the Fellowship Hall on June 17 

and counted and packed quilts and Personal Care Kits.  We had 11 boxes containing 53 quilts and 
3 boxes with 28 Personal Care Kits.  The quilters enclosed a $200.00 check to help pay for the 
shipping to their destination overseas.  The Ingathering was on Tuesday and Wednesday, June 
23rd and 24th at Zion in Helotes.  Zona LaField and Karen Keener delivered the items to the 
church Tuesday, June 23rd.  It was rainy that morning, but the rain stopped just before delivery 
time.  Thanks to everyone who was able to get together on rather short notice and accomplish this 
task. 
 
          Marybelle Taylor 
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“Music exists to elevate as far as possible above everyday life.” 

                                                                        Gabriel Faure 
 
 
 

At a recent Synod meeting of Music Directors, the following ques-
tion was asked of us. How has live streaming and prerecording of 
worship affected us as music directors? We all concurred that it 
has pushed us to be more creative in our provision of music while 
complying with the COVID -19 protocols. The majority of the 
group is recording the entire worship, often in sections, earlier in 
the week. Hours of editing are required to prepare the final wor-

ship that is sent out for Sunday worship. One director was recording instrumental music to be 
played to the congregation on Sunday mornings to those attending their usual outdoor, in person, 
worship. I felt quite fortunate that the SKLC worship is truly live on Sunday mornings, joined by our 
members, in real time. The music, of course, is for the most part, recorded prior to the service in our 
efforts to comply with the COVID-19 requirements and is inserted at the appropriate places. It is a 
comfort to know that we are united in worship and Communion even though it is being done virtual-
ly. I, for one, can feel your presence with the small group of us that are actually live streaming from 
the sanctuary. All of the musicians agreed that we missed hearing everyone raising their voices as 
one body. The music definitely lifts us all up as we hear the Word and pray together. We miss see-
ing our members and especially providing live music with our musicians. We look forward to that 
day when we will be able to return to our “in person” gatherings! 
 
Last summer you sent in your favorite hymns and One Voice songs. I still have that list and will be 
selecting from that compilation in the coming weeks. If you have additional songs, please let me 
know at kummerps@gmail.com. Gospel Sunday will be held on August 30

th
 so you may want to 

submit some of those favorites too! 
 
If you have any recordings of music presented by the bells, choir, our children, or One Voice from 
the past few years and would like to share, I would love to try to include it into some of our future 
worships. 
 
I hope that the music you hear on Sunday mornings stays with you throughout the week and lifts 
your spirits! One other thing that helps me stay positive is to read all the different upbeat quotations 
that are shared with me in social media. Here’s one with COVID-19 terminology used in a creative 
way. 

“Make sure you test Positive for Faith. 
Stay 6 feet from Doubt. 
Isolate from Unbelief. 

Oh, yeah and Wash Your Hands from Wrongdoing.” 
                                                                                        U. Anderson 

 
Wise words to live by during these uncertain times! Stay well! Stay safe! 
 
Paula Kummer, SKLC Director of Music 

mailto:kummerps@gmail.com
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Financial Health 
Contributions for June:                  $20,752.00 
Required For June:             ($23,144.00) 
Miscellaneous Income for June:   $       61.68 
MIF Loan Repayment  from Donations: $      779.41 
 
TOTAL INCOME TO OPERATIONS THROUGH JUNE 
 CONTRIBUTIONS/MISC:  $ 21,593.09 
 
TOTAL EXPENSES FOR JUNE:  $ 21,257.57 
 
TOTAL INOME CONTRIBUTIONS/MISC. INCOME LESS EXPENSES FOR JUNE: 
      $      335.52 

Where is God in all this?  
 We appear to be back where we started, only it’s 
worse this time. In mid-March the city of San Antonio im-
posed stay at home orders to combat COVID-19. That helped 
keep the number of infections low here. Then in May we be-
gan to slowly open the economy again. But apparently we took that step too soon. Cases have 
surged across Texas and in our own town. Now we are trying to balance staying safe and not com-
pletely shutting  
down the economy again. 
 I am aware of my good fortune in being able to work from home, in being less inclined to go 
out on the town than when I was younger, and in still having a steady income. All that makes it rela-
tively easy for me to stay at home. But I worry about those who need to be at work to have an in-
come, those whose living situation is less stable than my own, and children/young people with all 
their energy and curiosity now confined to home.  
 Jesus has promised to be with us even to the end of the age. Jesus is with us, and with our 
neighbors, in these days. Do you see Jesus at work in your life or the lives of people around you? I 
encourage you to join me in looking for where we might see Jesus, active and alive, in these days – 
ministering to us, through us, and among us. 
 
 Pastor Kris 

Support Ministries 
 We will be collecting school supplies for CAM from July 19-August 9.  
Since the Covid-19 virus has encouraged people to shelter in doors, you may 
donate money to Shepherd King and indicate that it is for CAM school sup-
plies.  Kathy will then write one check from SKLC to CAM.  If you would prefer 
to purchase the supplies on your own, you may place them in the CAM box 
in the office entryway through August 8, 2020.  Since many families are 
struggling at this time, school supplies will probably be a greater need this year 
than normal.  Thank you for supporting our CAM families. 
 Here is a list of items that can be purchased: #2 pencils, blue/black/red 
pens, colored pencils, 3 or 4 inch binder, divider pages for binders, brad fold-
ers with pockets, composition books, index cards, ruler, glue sticks, zipper 
pencil pouch, backpacks and Kleenex.   
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 The Wednesday Bible Study has been on an interesting, illuminat-
ing journey this summer, looking at the book of Psalms. Thanks to sever-
al commentaries on the Psalms, especially The Message of the Psalms by 
Walter Brueggemann, we are gaining some wonderful insights into this 
beloved book of the Bible. Anyone interested in joining this study, 
Wednesdays from 10:30 am to 11:30 am, is welcome. Let Pastor Kris 
know you’d like to be included and she’ll send you the information on 
how to join. (Pastor Kris’s phone number is: 210-860-4458) 
 In August, the Council is tentatively scheduled to meet on Sunday, the 23

rd
 at 3 pm, via 

Zoom, but that may change. Council members may get in touch with Barbara Eickman or Pastor 
Kris if you’re unsure when we meet again. 

 
 
 The Worship and Music Ministry Team will meet via Zoom on Saturday 
morning, August 8, at 10:00.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship during COVID-19 
 
 We are in a holding pattern with regards to worship due to 
the increase in COVID cases in Bexar County. We will not be 
meeting in person until new cases level off and begin to go down 
significantly. Thank you for your cooperation and your patience in 

worshiping over the internet for so long. I look forward to the day when it is safe for us to gather in 
person again. I’m sure you look forward to that, too. 
 At its July meeting the congregation council voted to suspend all in person activities at 
Shepherd King, except for those directly needed for Sunday worship, indefinitely. Even those gath-
erings, however, must use social distancing and masks whenever possible. Council will continue to 
review the situation at its monthly meetings. 
 It has been good, even if a bit unusual, to celebrate Holy Communion again. I wish all of you 
had access to the internet and so could feel a bit more connected to the larger congregation. But 
whether or not you have internet and can participate in the service online, we are all together at the 
table of the Lord: praying the same prayers, saying the same creed, singing or reading through the 
same hymns, hearing the same words of gospel love. Time and space do not separate us from 
God’s grace and healing in Holy Communion, or from our common bond in Jesus Christ.  
 If you have any feedback on how Communion worship is going for your household, please 
let us know. You can leave a voice message at the church, send an email to me, Pastor Kris, 
(krishill22@hotmail.com) or to the church office (shepherd.king@sbcglobal.net). Or you are wel-
come to call me, or council president Barbara Eickman, or Music Director Paula Kummer. 

mailto:krishill22@hotmail.com
mailto:shepherd.king@sbcglobal.net
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August 2 

Richard Edwards 
Melinda Whitaker 

 
August 4 

Courtney Classen 
 

August 5 
Marybelle Taylor 

 
August 9 

Melody Gallegos 
Jana Gosvig 
Jack Phillips 

 
August 15 

Lauren Wang 
 
 

August 17 
Denice Hoggatt 

 
August 22 
Bo Boag 

 
August 24 
Erika King 

 
August 26 

Shana Boag 
 

August 28 
Robert Holm 

Ruth Jank 
Harold La Field 

 
August 29 

Bonnie Hughes 
 

 
 
Thank You from our Campers 
 My Favorite things about camp was how fun it was.  I really liked hik-
ing on the mountain and that we got closer to God.  Thank you. 
        Cooper Grill 
 
 Camp was really fun this year.  I got to do more things than last year 
like kayaking, the rock wall and we learned a lot about God.  And it was so 
fun.  I’m glad we got to go even with everything going on.  Thank you for do-
nating so we could. 
        Walker Grill 

 
 Thank you for getting us to camp this year despite what's going on in our world. We (as in 
me and walker) had the greatest time of all 2020 because we could finally go outside and enjoy it. 
But not that video of me screaming my lungs out I lost my voice. Other than that I had fun enjoying 
what activities we could do. I very much enjoyed river rafting and I think walker did too. Not Too 
sure because I made him do pretty much all of the rowing. I thank everyone at church and pastor 
Kris for getting us to camp despite corona. I wish I could say all of this in front of y'all because my 
mother is pretty much hovering over my head while I write this. Thank you everyone for your sup-
port .         
           J.W.  Wendell 
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