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  This year I’m getting my holiday tamales 
from a member of Resurrection Lutheran who 
makes them herself – two dozen pork and red 
chili; two dozen pork and green chili. In other cit-
ies, I’ve had no idea where to get fresh, home-
made tamales, but in San Antonio, everyone has 
their favorite spot for real (as opposed to store 
bought) tamales.  
 Red roses will abound on December 12, 
the Feast Day of the Virgin of Guadalupe. Mother 
Mary appeared to Juan Diego, centuries ago in 
Mexico, in the middle of winter. The bishop did 
not believe Juan’s story of having encountered 
Mary. To prove the story was true, Mary filled 
Juan’s coat with lovely, healthy red roses despite 
the cold temperatures and snow on the ground.  
 And at Christmas, in San Antonio, some 
communities celebrate La Posada. The word 
“posada” means “inn” or “lodging” in Spanish, and 
the festival is a reenactment of Mary and Joseph 
seeking a place to stay in Bethlehem. Scripture 
tells us that Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethle-
hem shortly before Mary was due to deliver her 
firstborn child. When they arrived, all the rooms in 
the inn were taken. Mary was on the verge of giv-
ing birth and there was nowhere for them to stay.   
 In La Posada, two people dress up as 
Mary and Joseph, and they travel through local 
streets, stopping at certain houses asking for 
shelter. A lighted candle leads the way, and a 
crowd follows as at house after house they are 
turned away. Those accompanying Mary and Jo-
seph sing traditional songs as they walk and fi-
nally, at the designated house, Mary and Joseph  
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are recognized and invited inside. There the 
participants worship and sing more Christmas 
songs before enjoying refreshments. 
 La Posada reminds us of Mary and Jo-
seph’s tiring journey to Bethlehem. Scripture 
does not mention a donkey (that detail comes 
from tradition, not the Bible), so it is likely they 
walked all the way from Nazareth to Bethle-
hem, Mary heavy with child. How discouraged 
they must have been when they got to the city 
only to find there were no rooms available to 
them. In the end they bedded down with the 
cattle and sheep in a stable, where Jesus was 
born. 
 This is how our saving history begins – 
with two people walking many miles, arriving at 
their destination, and being turned away.  Who 
is traveling, now, in a similar manner? Many 
come from South and Central America where 
there is violence and war.  Many sit in deten-
tion centers in Karnes City and other places, 
waiting to see if they’ll be given refugee status. 
We don’t know their stories, just as the people 
of Bethlehem did not know Mary and Joseph’s 
story. We might be suspicious of these so-
journers, just as the people of Bethlehem won-
dered about this couple showing up in the 
dead of winter.  Who were they? What did they 
want? 
 We know from scripture that God often 
repeats stories over and over throughout his-
tory – a barren woman gives birth to a savior, a 
captive people are set free, hungry people are 
fed. What if, somewhere among today’s mi-
grants and refugees, Mary and Joseph are on 
their way here, looking for a place to stay? 
How might we prepare for that? How will we 
welcome them? Maybe there will be room for 
Jesus in the inn this time around. 
 Pastor Kris Franke Hill, stm. 
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The Ladies Corner   
      Vicar Lisa based the sermon Sunday, November 11 on The Parable of 
the Talents.  All afternoon I have reflected on her words and her encourage-
ment to do just a little more.  Our congregation is involved in  many activities 
that make a difference for others.   I share a concern with you when I look at 
our budget report each month.  In January we vote on the budget and we 
know how much money is needed to meet that budget. And yet each month we seem to fall short. 
Can we each do a little more?  I am encouraging our women at Shepherd King to get involved with 
Women of the Church activities.  Our one Circle meets the last Monday of the month for Bible Study 
at 7 p.m.  If you want to join but would like a different time, see me.  We are flexible.  The Synodical 
convention will be held next August in Pflugerville.  It is a time to connect with sisters from other con-
gregations in the Southwestern part of the state.  The triennial convention of churchwide will be held 
next summer in Phoenix, Arizona.  These are opportunities to grow in your faith.  Can you do just a 
little more? 
As I write this I am making plans for Thanksgiving, probably my favorite Holiday.  And then Christ-
mas is fast approaching with its promise of new beginnings.  May you feel God’s presence in your 
life and know that He is the hope we yearn for. 
 
Shirley Kearns Hormuth 
Coordinator, Shepherd King Women of the ELCA 

 
 
A letter from SKLC Council President, Eric Owre 
 Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
 This has been an exciting year for us at Shepherd King and will be 
just as exciting in the years to come. 
 We have been blessed with the members of St. Andrew becoming part of a 
new family in Shepherd King and we all pray that we will continue to grow 
in the upcoming years. 
 I know it was a difficult decision for the congregation to make in regards 

to changing the sanctuary and altar area, after over 50 years  to a new 
design. It is never easy to make changes to something that has much meaning 
in different ways to different people. There will now be many new memories 
to be made in the new look of the sanctuary.  We, your council are not rushing 
in the process of getting a new altar, and we welcome any insight the congregation may 
have in the design and look of new altar. 
 We have been blessed with new music and musical presentation this year, thanks to  
Barbara Alvarado and Paula Kummer, and we are looking forward to next year's music. 
The Presidents report at years end, will have more information regarding this year, as some mem-
bers of council will have completed their terms. Please continue to support your new council as 
elected in January. 
 But most of all continue to support Shepherd King and what it means to you.  May God con-
tinue to bless you and your families and God Bless America. 
 

Pastor’s Vacation 
 Pastor Kris will take her final week of vacation from Wednesday, December 
26 through Thursday, January 3, 2019. 



Page 3 

 
Hanging of the Greens—volunteers are needed to help deco-
rate the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall for the Christmas Sea-
son.  We will meet at 9:00 AM on Saturday, December 1.   
 

 Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany—The Advent season be-
gins on Sunday, December 2

nd
. The liturgical color for the sea-

son is a rich blue, symbolizing the hope we have as we await 
the coming Savior. Each Sunday during worship one of the 
families from Shepherd King will light the Advent Wreath while 
we sing a verse of “Light One Candle”.  
 

Holiday Meal and Christmas musical production— On Sunday, December 9, we will have our 
annual Christmas lunch immediately following worship. Everyone is asked to bring food to share for 
a potluck. Then at 1:00 the Christmas program “Good News From Home” will be presented in the 
sanctuary.  
 

Christmas Caroling—will be at 5:00 on Sunday, December 16. This is a wonderful and rewarding 
way to spread the Christmas spirit to home bound members. Please consider joining us. We’ll meet 
in the church parking lot at 4:45pm. 
 

Advent Lessons and Carols—On Sunday, December 23, the choir will present an Advent Lessons 
and Carols service during morning worship. This will feature various sacred choral compositions ap-
propriate to the season as well as some congregational singing.  
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight/Communion Service—Monday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day Worship—Tuesday, December 25 at 10 a.m. 
 

Christmas Lessons and Carols/Service of the Word—Sunday, December 30, Pastor Kris will be 
on vacation.  The worship that morning will be led by a Layman with One Voice leading the music. 
 

Epiphany—This year Epiphany Day, January 6, falls on Sunday. Worship will commemorate the 
arrival of the magi in Bethlehem to worship the baby Jesus. Epiphany Day emphasizes Jesus as the 
Light of the World, especially in reference to the brilliant star that shone over the stable to announce 
his birth.  

 
Bishop’s Visit 
 Come to worship on Sunday, 
December 2

nd
, to greet our new syn-

odical bishop, the Reverend Sue 
Briner. During the Adult Forum (8:30
-9:30) Bishop Sue will talk about 
what’s going on in the synod these 
days, and during morning worship 
(10:00), she will deliver the sermon. 

Join us for both and find out what’s going on in 
the Lutheran Church in Southwestern Texas. 
 

Congregational Meeting  
 The first pass of the pro-
posed budget for 2019 will be held 
immediately following worship on 
Sunday, December 2

nd
. At this 

meeting all members will receive a 
copy of the proposed budget. The 
treasurer and financial administrator will go over 
it, section by section, to point out any increases 
or changes. Members will then have until the 
meeting in January to think about the budget and 
raise any questions they might have. It will be 
voted on at the meeting in January. 
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MEN’S EARLY BREAKFAST 
 

Tuesday, December 18 

8:00 a.m.   

Denny’s 
281 & Bitters Rd. 

 

RACHEL CIRCLE CHRISTMAS DINNER 
  

Sunday, December 2  6 PM 
 La Fonda Alamo Heights 

 8633 Crownhill  
All women of the church are invited 
 Please RSVP with Mary Ridgeway 

Breakfast Fellowship 
There will be no breakfast in December.  
We will resume on Saturday, January 8. 
2019. 

Staff Christmas Gift 
 Shepherd King has a 
long standing tradition, that 
on Christmas Eve we pre-
sent the Pastor and Staff 
with a token of our apprecia-
tion.  The Church Council is 
asking the congregation, if 
they are able, to consider 
sending a monetary gift no later than Decem-
ber 16 to the church office or placing it in the 
offertory plate on Sundays.  Make sure you 
designate your gift to the staff, pastor, or indi-
vidual of your choosing.  Their hard work and 
dedication to SKLC is often taken for granted, 
please let us show them how much they mean 
to us. 
 Sincerely, 
 The Church Council 

Council Retreat 
 In 2019 
Shepherd King 
and House of 
Prayer will be 
holding their coun-
cil retreat to-
gether. The retreat will be on Sunday, Janu-
ary 27, starting with lunch and going until 
about 4:00. Committee chairpersons are also 
asked to attend this retreat. In addition to 
making goals for the upcoming year, and get-
ting to know folks from each other’s congre-
gations, we will be discussing things Shep-
herd King and House of Prayer can do to-
gether. One of the areas we would like to ex-
plore is doing our mid week Lenten worship 
services together in the coming year.    

Poinsettias 
 Poinsettias are 
used to beautify our chan-
cel area for the Christmas 
season.  They are given to 
the glory of God and in 
honor of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  Please purchase your 
own plant and bring it to the church by Satur-
day, December 22 at 11:00 a.m.  There will 
be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex so we can 
list the contributors in the Christmas Eve. 
 

SKAG News 
 We have had some 
wonderful monthly SKAG 
get-togethers and hope to 
have many more.  SKAG 
will not meet in November 
and December due to so 
many individual family com-
mitments in those busy 
months.  We will meet 

again starting in January on the 4th Wednesday at 
6:30 so please mark your calendars for that 
date.  Everyone is invited to attend so watch the 
weekly bulletin and the STAFF for information on 
future opportunities.  We always need people to 
host so please think about it.  If you have sugges-
tions and ideas about monthly get-togethers, con-
tact Janice Colvin or Mary Ridgeway. 
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Getting Along in Years—Don Hill 
 
     Resilience is Muhammad Ali getting tagged by a Joe Frazier left jab, followed 
by a huge body blow. Ali is sure there’s a crushing right to the chin somewhere 
very soon. He back-pedals, shakes his head to clear out the cobwebs, and 
dances. Jabs. Jabs. And the fight goes on. 
     If you’re old enough to remember those fights then you’re probably, as we say, 
a person of a certain age, like I am. And perhaps you’re saying to yourself, my life 

is a lot calmer than your metaphor. To a certain extent you’d be correct, but life is tough and old age 
can be even tougher, but it would be most unusual to have reached this point, senior status, with a 
perfect record: all wins and no losses. As I’ve said before, people fear old age, in large part, be-
cause of the losses which are a part of getting old. 
     It takes resilience. Some of the losses are bad, but not so bad that you can’t adjust. I can’t work 
as hard in the yard gardening, but I can adjust. Still, you need a measure of resilience. However, 
some of the losses – mobility and financial security, for example – are tough to take. You need to 
stop, shake out the cobwebs, make adjustments, keep your left hand a little higher to block those 
jabs, and keep fighting. But you also have to be resilient What about not being able to drive a car? 
Well, get some smelling salts, and keep moving. Resilience, of course. 
     Good! You’re still in the fight. But what about a heart attack, or a stroke? Or the loss of a spouse? 
These are punches, or let’s call them traumas, which can knock you down, or even out. 
You may have to call on all the resilience you have to avoid a conversation which includes, “I just 
can’t go on any longer.” 
     “Resilience is a word used frequently in the literature of “Successful Aging,” because of its impor-
tance to that concept. Call it stamina, if you like, the will to win, or, perhaps just courage. Whatever 
your word for it is, it’s the thing that brings you back to your feet after one of the “haymakers” life 
brings, often out of nowhere. Because it is so fundamental to our well-being it will undoubtedly recur 
as these essays progress. 
      In an online article, Britain’s Centre for Policy on Ageing provides an excellent introduction for 
my purposes in these essays, and is reproduced, in part, below: 
 

Resilience in older age is the ability to stand up to adversity and to ‘bounce back’ or return to a 
state of equilibrium following adverse episodes  

For continuing adversity, it may be a matter of having the ability, or learning how, to cope 

with or manage that adversity in the longer term. 

Resilience does not decline with age and older adults are at least as resilient as younger adults  

Better health and well‐being are associated with greater resilience  

Increased levels of spirituality may be associated with improved resilience  

Higher levels of social and communal interaction are associated with improved resilience  

By viewing resilience as a ‘dynamic process encompassing positive adaptation within 

the context of significant adversity’, the focus of study then moves away from identifying 

some of the key factors associated with resilience, to understanding the mechanisms by 

which they might operate.     
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Adult Forums 
 Thanks to 
John Dellis for 
making a pres-
entation on leg-
acy giving at the 
November Adult 
Forum.  

 
 
On December 2, Bishop Sue Briner 

will be here to give us an update of how 
things are going in the synod office. Not 
only is Bishop Briner new in her position, 
there are several other new staff people 
who are adjusting to the change and learn-
ing about their responsibilities.  

On January 6, Don Hill will share 
with us tips for aging well so as to enjoy 
and make your later years fulfilling. 

Forums are from 8:30 to 9:30 in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

 
Christian Education and Confirmation 
Class in 2019  
 Lane Ongstad has been leading the 
adult Sunday school class in a study of 
prayer. Beginning on January 13, Pastor 
Kris will be starting a study on Shalom. All 
are welcome to adult Sunday school which 
meets from 8:30 to 9:30 on Sundays in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 Children’s Sunday school continues 
to meet on Sundays from 9:00 to 9:45. We 
are still in need of a couple more teachers 
to help out with the rotation. 
 Confirmation Class will meet on the 
following dates in December and January, 
all of them Mondays:  
 December 3 
 December 10 
 December 17 
 Break for Christmas & New Year 
 January 14 
 Break for MLK holiday 
 January 28  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contributions Income for OCTOBER      $ 17,998.00 
(Budget Required for OCTOBER            $21,584.00) 
Miscellaneous Income for OCTOBER     $     191.98 
MIF Loan Repayment from Donations      $    763.02 
St. Cassian Bldg. Usage                           $    800.00 
St. Cassian Extra Bldg. Usage                 $         -00- 
RC Academy Bldg. Usage                       $  1,400.00 
Assoc .Choir Director Salary & FICA       $ 1,722.40 
 
*TOTAL INCOME TO OPERATIONS     $ 22,975.40 
 THR OCT 2018 CONTRIBUTIONS/MISC. 
   TOTAL EXPENSES FOR OCTOBER  $ 27,266.43 
INCOME INCLUDING MISC. INCOME  
   VS. EXPENSES                                  $< 4,901.03>  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beer & Hymns t-Shirts 
 Thanks to everyone for the great partici-
pation at Beer & Hymns! If you would like to 
purchase Beer & Hymns t-shirts, a sign-up 
sheet will be available in the narthex on Sun-
days or in the office during regular office hours. 
A sample t-shirt will be available for you to view, 
as well. Payment is due when you order, and 
checks can be made to SKLC. The prices are 
as follows: small, medium, large, and extra 
large are $15, XXL is $17, and XXXL is $18.  
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December 1 
Jean Tschirhart 
Helen Vetters 

 
December 2 
Hunter Pape 

 
December 3 

Ashli Reid 

 
 

December 9 
Janice Colvin 

 
December 10 
Gerri Schubert 

 
December 14 
JW Wendell 

 
December 17 
Lane Ongstad 

 
 

 
 

December 19 
J.D. Marek 

Conner Strawn 
 

December 21 
Delmus Brau 

 
December 26 

Roberto Barron, Jr. 
 

December 28 
Jessie Tebbenkamp 

 
Haven For Hope 
The Support Ministries Committee would like to thank everyone who donated  coats, sweater, caps 
and other warm items for Haven For Hope.  We took them on the day of the really cold weather, and 
they were so thankful for so many things  that could be put to good use for their residents.  We are 
very grateful for your support, and your generosity has touched so many lives in our community. 
 
Share Your Harvest 
Thank you to everyone one who donated canned goods for CAM to be used in Thanksgiving bas-
kets given to needy families in our city.   
 
Baptism Thank You 
Dear Pastor Kris & SKLC 
 Thank you so much for leading Amelia’s baptism, the beautiful banner and for the gift of the 
bed time devotional.  What a special, special day for our family.  We are so happy to guide our 
daughter’s faith and are blessed to have a loving church, that is so dear to 
our family, to call our home.  May the kindness you give be returned in the 
same way it was given. 
 Many sincere thanks. 
 
 Love, 
 Nathan, Julia & Amelia Colvin 



Page 7 

Dear Friends at Shepherd King Lutheran Church, 
 It is with deep sorrow that I must announce to you that I have re-
signed my position as Director of Music/Organist at Shepherd King Lu-
theran effective January 1, 2019.  
 I have been considering this move for about 3 years now but didn't 
want to leave my church family in a bind. You have been a blessing to me 
for 6.5 years and I couldn't ask to be appreciated more. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed developing both choirs and exercising my skills at the organ and 
piano. More importantly I value your friendship and will miss seeing you 

every Sunday. I will be available to consult or substitute if needed. I am not taking a position at an-
other church.  
 Roy and I will return to Christ Episcopal Church where we grew up in the faith as a young 
couple and where we raised our children. We are planning a 'no-ministry' season so we can sit side-
by-side and 'just worship'! I have been involved in music ministry most of my adult life and I think I'm 
a bit worn out. I look forward to continuing my study at the organ with a special emphasis on improvi-
sation. 
   Blessings to all, 
   Barbara Alvarado 
 
Please mark December 23 on your calendar for a glorious celebration of 
an Advent Lessons and Carols. The Festival of Nine Lessons and Car-
ols is a service of Christian worship celebrating the birth of Jesus. This 
century-old service from the Anglican Church traces the Christian story 
from the fall of humanity through the promises of the prophets and the 
Angel Gabriel to the birth of Jesus. We will celebrate an abbreviated Seven Lessons and Car-
ols with beautiful choir music by Boris Ord, John Rutter, David Willcocks and Michael Burkhardt. In-
vite your family and friends to come join us for our 10a.m. service. 

 
One Voice News 
 The 2

nd
 Beer and Hymns on 

November 4
th
 was another success! 

Thanks to the members of One Voice 
for providing the music and to Vicar 
Lisa for leading us all in singing so 
many of our favorite hymns. The open 
microphone was busier than the last 
time. We really enjoy adding new 
singers into our mix!  As soon as this 
one was over, requests for the third 
Beer and Hymns have been received! 
What a great outreach opportunity we 
are developing! 
 One Voice was also invited to provide the music at Canyon Lake for St Andrew Lutheran 
Church’s 50

th
 Anniversary celebration on November 10

th
. All of us had a great time singing some of 

our favorite selections and leading them in song also. A wonderful banquet and outstanding speak-
ers from Family Promise, together with marvelous fellowship, made the evening an amazing event! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
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And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” 
 
During the Advent and Christmas seasons, our hearts and minds long 
for home. Home has different meanings for each of us. Some of us will 
journey home to be with friends and family. Some will be hosting family 
gatherings in your own homes. Others will reflect on memories of 
years gone by and of those who have gone on to their eternal homes. 
But for everyone, this is a time of celebration for the birth of the Savior 
of us all. 
 

The combined musicians from Shepherd King and Ebenezer, Maxwell 
have been preparing this year’s presentation GOOD NEWS FROM 

HOME for several months. Over 35 participants, plus children from both congregations, will bring this 
joyful presentation to Shepherd King Lutheran on Sunday, December 9

th
 at 1p.m. in the Sanctuary 

following our annual Christmas Dinner and then again, in Maxwell at Ebenezer Lutheran on Sunday, 
December 16

th
 at 10:30 a.m. during the worship service. Many hours of rehearsal and fellowship 

have been given in preparation for this down-home family celebration. You will definitely want to at-
tend as you prepare for the birth of Jesus! 
 

Are you looking for some more musical opportunities for you and your family? Here are a few possi-
bilities: 
 

The Texas Lutheran Vespers 2018 will be held on Friday, November 30
th
 at 7:30pm, Saturday, De-

cember 1
st
 at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, December 2

nd
 at 4pm  p.m.  This year’s vespers entitled Night 

of Nights will feature the TLU Choirs and the TLU Symphonic Winds and Percussion. The music will 
focus on Advent as a season of preparation for the coming of the Christ child. Tickets are free but 
required due to limited seating. For ticket information contact them at vespers@ tlu.edu. 
 

December 2
nd

 at 4pm - Celebrate the Season with a Piano Concert featuring Don Irwin - at Ebene-
zer Lutheran Church, 291 Church Street, Maxwell, Texas. This free public event is hosted by Bruce 
Germer Insurance Agency. For more information, contact Paula Kummer. 
 

SKLC Christmas Caroling - December 16
th
 - Meet at the church to go Christmas caroling at 4:45 

p.m. For more info, contact Pastor Kris. 
 

Lessons and Carols - December 23
rd

 - during the SKLC worship at 10 a.m.. The SKLC Choir and 
Bells will present Lessons and Carols in preparation for Christmas. For more info, contact Barbara 
Alvarado. 
 

Keep checking weekly bulletins for reminders and additional holiday opportunities. With all the hustle 
and bustle of the coming weeks, do not forget that “Jesus is the reason for the season”! 
 

Paula Kummer 
Associate Music Director 

Barbara Alvarado Appreciation – Barbara Alvarado has been 
serving at Shepherd King for nearly seven years. She has done a 
wonderful job leading the music ministry here, directing vocal and 
hand bell choirs, playing the organ, and planning special pro-
grams. We are planning to thank her and say a formal goodbye to 
her on Sunday, December 23, after worship.  
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